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Tested by Richard Newland for two 
months/1800 miles
Riding with cold hands is 
exceptionally dangerous. Numb 
fingers, cold muscles, and the 
pain of cold digits can all lead 

to distraction and even a loss of control. 
Heated grips are a good start – but heated 
gloves are a far more valuable and effective 
solution. I’ve used Keis G501, Furygan Heat 
Blizzard 37.5 and Dane Fyre gloves in the 
past – but these new G701S gloves are 
already hot (sorry) favourites. The S stands 
for ‘Shorty’, as they have no internal battery 
compartment and a shorter, narrower cuff 
– enabling them to easily slip inside your 
jacket sleeves. The supplied wiring harness 
connects the gloves to your bike’s battery 
via supplied leads (or a separate Keis battery 
pack from £55, or a 12v plug-in power lead at 
£20) and the shorty design means that you 
can route all the wiring inside your jacket – 
banishing any external flappery – with just 
one connection from jacket to battery lead. 

The G701Ss conform to the required 
EN 13594:2015 standard and are 1KP 
rated and once plugged in, there 
are three heat settings denoted by 
green, amber and red illumination 
of the power button on each glove. 
Progressive clicks let you cycle 
through the settings in order. I’ve 
used them down to -2°C (ambient)
at prolonged motorways speeds and 
suffered no chills at all. 

Construction is a Ballistic Spandex outer 
with a bonded Hipora waterproof / breathable 
membrane (no sweaty hands), there’s a 
scaphoid slider, 3M Thinsulate insulation, a 
visor wipe and smartphone-friendly finger 
pads. Comfort is superb, protection is good, 
they’re pleasingly devoid of bulk, and retain 
warmth when not plugged in. Apart from the 
cost – which is pricey, but entirely fair – and 
the green settings light being very bright at 
night, I can’t find anything else to criticise.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.keisapparel.com

SIX 
MONTHS

SIX 
MONTHS

No flappy 
wires, just 
warm hands‘Banish chilly  

digits forever’

2000 
MILES

Keis G701S Shorty heated gloves £190

Oxford Beast Ground 
Anchor £99.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Jordan 
Gibbons for six months
Take care of your leather 
and it will take care of 
you, or something like 
that. This Storm Care kit 
from Held consists of the 
tools to do just that – a 
225ml spray bottle to 
clean your leather kit, 
a 225ml spray bottle to 
moisturise and protect it plus a brush, that I 
have long lost somewhere in my flat. Quite 
simply it works great, returning much needed 
life and lustre to some of my well used gear. 
When the kit arrived, I went through pretty 
much everything leather I own and still have 
well over half of both bottles left.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.held.de

Held Storm Care  
kit £24.95

‘Beast by name  
and by nature’

Altberg Roadrunner 
£279.99
Totally waterproof, comfortable 
on and off the bike. They last for 
years and years plus you can get 
them repaired at the factory. 
Chris Biss, Buckinghamshire

O’Neal Sierra Pro 
£189.99
I purchased these for an off-road 
trip through the Vietnamese 
mountains. For the price 
they’re absolutely cracking. 
Lewys Priehs, Norwich

Alpinestars Web 
Gore-Tex £199.99
Solid, water-tight and 
non-sweaty; they’ve even 
stood up to a slow speed off 
recently with barely a scuff. 
Karl Mariner, Devon

BKS Cruiser Buckle 
WP £89.99
They fit well, tour well and have 
lasted me four years. I have 
experienced driving rain for 
four hours and my feet were 
bone dry. Mark Davis, Shifnal

Daytona Roadstar GTX £409.99
Best boots ever! You buy one pair and never need 
another. And they come back like new if you send 
them off for servicing. Ewan Skinner, Shotts

WATERPROOF BOOTS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Michael Guy for six months 
I didn’t realise that I needed 
a tool roll in my life but it 
turned out that I did when I 
had to fix a broken sidestand 
switch on a Yamaha Ténéré 

700 half way up a mountain. This is a 
simple product that allows you to put 
together a tailor-made tool kit and keep 
it all in one place. The design allows you 
to securely store anything from individual 

sockets through to pliers and because 
it folds/rolls in on itself and has outer 
flaps – nothing goes astray. The 
design also means that while it can 
accommodate a decent range of tools, 

if you only want to take a few with you, it 
will fold up smaller. It’s made from tough 
three layer 600D polyester so it certainly 
feels like it’s going to last and it also has 
reinforced ringlets to allow you to hang it 
up when it’s not being taken on your ride. 
No tools are included though.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.co.uk

‘Simple and fit  
for purpose’

Oxford Toolstash £19.99

Halfords Advanced Torque 
Wrench Model 60 £85 

PROS & CONS

Rugged construction to 
carry your essentials+
Remember that you have 
to supply your own tools–

Just the job 
halfway up a 
mountain

Tested by Dan Sutherland for four 
months/600 miles
These short boots 
have been great for 
rides in and out of town 
at low speed. As the 

marketing blurb claims, they’re really 
comfortable to walk in and have loads 
of padding under your feet. I’ve also 
used them as walking boots on cold 
days off the bike, for slightly more 
warmth than a pair of trainers. They 
even look like a normal pair of shoes. 
You get a waterproof membrane, and 
a simple lacing system that tightens 

within a couple of seconds. It makes 
getting them on and off easy, but once 
tightened there’s a lot of excess lace, 
which needs to be stuffed down the 
side of your foot. Keeping you protected 
are reinforcements on the heel, toe, 
and malleolus – but I’d be lying if I said 
they offered the same sense of security 
as a conventional longer boot. For that 
reason, I choose not to use them on my 
commute; feeling a little exposed at 
dual carriageway speeds. They do meet 
the EN13634 standard for bike boots.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘Comfortable on and off the bike’

600 
MILES

Tested by Gareth Evans for nine months
This lightweight wrench doesn’t 
have enough punch to tighten the 
rear wheel spindle on the Trident 
– its 12-60Nm range is a long way 
below the 110Nm the manual says 

I need. But they have larger versions 
of the same design. What I was 
really impressed with here was 
the smaller-scale adjustment 
– I did a few jobs during last 
summer that required 3Nm of 
twist, and that’s not very much at 
all. My larger wrench doesn’t have 
a hope of achieving that sort of accuracy. You 
adjust it simply by pulling the plastic bottom cap 
down and twisting, with the main Nm display 
gauge paired with a more accurate 0.5mm 
scale to ensure your Newton Metres are exactly 
where they need to be. The wrench is finished 
beautifully, with hard-wearing plastic on the 
handle and has a lifetime guarantee. 
Quality  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.halfords.com

‘It’s a tool for life’

NINE 
MONTHS

Momo Firegun-3 WP boots £179.99

+

PROS & CONS

Warmth, comfort, safety  
and control for the whole ride

Not cheap – but they’re worth  
every penny for winter riders–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?

Tested by Saffron Wilson for six months
If you’re looking for a substantial 
ground anchor to give you peace of 
mind in the garage, then the Beast 
is a great choice. This 4kg anchor is 
perfect for chunky chains and has 

double layered strength with a hardened steel 
construction which has received a Sold Secure 
Diamond rating, the highest rating possible. It’s 
said to resist angle grinders, comes with anti-
tamper fittings and can be fitted to 
concrete floors and brick walls. 
I personally popped it in my 
concrete floor with some heavy-
duty drill bits borrowed from 
the neighbour and aside from 
creating the holes, it was easy 
to install. Although it’s bigger than 
previous ground anchors I’ve used, it didn’t  
impact on garage space too much and it’s easy  
to manoeuvre a chain around and through.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.oxfordproducts.com

An optional £55 
battery pack is 
also available




