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Tested by Richard Newland  
for three months
I’ll never forget the crunch of 
bike hitting driveway, having 
gracelessly toppled onto its 
side as the paddock stand it was 

residing on folded like wet cardboard. That was 
nearly 20 years ago, so what went wrong? A 
cheap, shoddy stand is what went wrong, and 
when faced with the lardy imposition of trying 
to hold a B-King (remember those?) aloft, it 
chucked in the towel and collapsed.

The remedy to this shock and horror is 
simple – don’t buy cheap stands. That said, 
these Oxford Zero-G items are far from 
expensive, and they’re fabulous value for 
money. Let’s start at the back. 

I have two bikes with double-sided 
swingarms (1986 GSX-R750 and a 2007 
VTR1000 SP-2), and the rear stand works 
perfectly on both thanks a decently wide gate 
and the adjustable bobbin forks (Oxford will 
also sell you some L-cups if you don’t have 
the option of fitting bobbins to your bike). The 
stands come flat-packed, but are a doddle to 

assemble, and once tightly bolted together 
they’re rock-solid. In fact, the rear is so secure 
that I have no qualms about leaving my GSX-R 
on it at all times in the garage. The dimensions 
and geometry mean it has decent leverage for 
an easy lift, the bobbin forks are nicely secure, 
the double twin wheels give fabulous stability 
and ensure the stand lifts straight, while the 
decently large wheel size means they roll with 
ease. The finish is great, the bolts all anodised 
black, and the oval tubing prevents rotation 
that could lead to brain-scarring memories. 

The stand is rated to 300kg – so it’s capable 
of securely taking the load of most normal 
motorcycles (everything but the biggest 
tourers and cruisers). With a 335mm pin 
height, the stand also gives enough lift to hoist 
the rear wheel well clear of the floor, making 
maintenance and dropping the wheel in and 
out, a breeze. 

Also on test here is the Headstock Stand – 
your perfect workshop partner to enable you to 
work unencumbered on the front-end of your 
bike. Oxford do a normal front stand as well 
in the range, but a headstock stand enables 

you to drop out forks, wheel, remove 
calipers etc with ease.

The quality is great, and the stand 
comes with five headstock pins (ranging 
from 13mm to 18mm) to ensure a 
securely tight fit under your headstock. 
But it’s worth checking your bike’s 
needs before you order, as some do 
need a bigger pin for a really secure fit. 
Swapping pins is a five-second job, and 
once inserted beneath the headstock, 
all the same benefits of ease of use and 
security as you get with the rear stand 
apply here, too. Great kit.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★  ★ 
www.oxfordproducts.com

15 
MONTHS

‘They’re stands that deliver’

3 
MONTHS

Oxford Zero-G Headstock Stand (£139.99) & Paddock Stand (£99.99)

★★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Saffron Wilson for 15 months 
This Furygan airbag is 
comfortable, form fitting and 
comes equipped with stretchy 
side panels to keep you hugged 
and supported on the move. As 

the gilet ‘shell’ is universal, I have used it with 
a range of jackets which is great to get your 
money’s worth throughout the whole year. 
But, bear in mind that your skinny summer 

jacket might need to be the next size up as 
this vest sits under your jacket, therefore, 
you need to account for the extra bulk 
and the room needed for inflation.

Where the gas canister is installed on 
the back of the vest, there is D30 back 

protection and the gas canister can be 
replaced by the user, which is more convenient 
than with some brands which require 
you to send the vest back to the dealer/
manufacturer. The rechargeable ‘brain’ of the 
jacket has a claimed 30 hours of continued 
riding time and although I haven’t logged it to 
the exact minute, this appears accurate.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.furygan.com

‘It’s versatile 
protection’

Furygan airbag vest 
system £379.99

TCX R04D WP  
boots £139.99

Tested by Joe Wright for two months 
It’s top marks all round for this 
Alpinestars Ageless hoodie. 
Fashionable and functional 
this is the best hoodie I have 
ever owned. It’s black in colour 

with the Alpinestars logo in white in the 
centre of the front. What’s more, the discreet 
padding and other safety features mean I can 
be equally comfortable wearing this on my 
bike or just out with my mates. Those safety 
features include a space for an optional back 
protector and for shoulder and arm armour, 
plus there are belt loops to ensure it doesn’t 

ride up and which are perfect for keeping it in 
place and keeping the cold out!

It’s also very practical with thumb holes 
for warmth and to stop it riding up when 
putting a jacket on over the top and zips on 
the front pocket so that, unlike most hoodies, 
this is really practical as you can actually 
hold your phone, keys, wallet etc in it 
securely. The front pocket doesn’t sag either 
making it discreet and comfortable. The 
hood itself, meanwhile, sits well and stays up 
but isn’t so thick that it gets in the way.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.alpinestars.com 

‘Top marks for A-stars’

Tested by Dan Sutherland for 2500 miles 
I am not usually a fan of short 
motorcycle boots, preferring the 
longer designs which offer greater 
protection for shins and ankles. 
However, I have enjoyed using 

this short waterproof pair from TCX across the 
summer months particularly when doing slower 
‘cruises’ on my ’96 CG125 or a bit of commuting. 

Firstly, they are no heavier or bulkier to wear 
than a pair of regular trainers, meaning that I 
can leave them on when at the office. But they 
also feature D3O ankle reinforcements and a 
tough exterior construction to provide more 
reassurance than riding in a regular pair of shoes 
could ever manage.

There are also reinforcements on 
the toe and heel although, that said, 
overall I would still be tempted to 
leave them in the drawer on faster 
rides on open roads as I prefer 
more protection than a design like 
this can provide. 

Away from this, they have been 
very durable, with little to no signs of wear. The 
front pouch is designed for storing your laces 
(but I prefer to strap them into the upper Velcro 
fastener). The boots were also successful in 
keeping the water out during brief showers, 
although it has to be said that the short design 
means they act more like buckets in heavy 
downpours,collecting the water as it runs down 
your leg and into your ankle area! 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
uk.tcxboots.com

2500 
MILES

Alpinestars Ageless Hoodie £119.98

+

PROS & CONS

Attractive, well built, sturdy, 
adjustable, trustworthy

Bigger pins needed for the head 
stand on some bikes– Forks ensure a secure fit to bobbins

D30 armour boosts confidence

Decent size 
wheels aid 
lifting action

2 
MONTHS

RST Stunt-X Boots £64.99

‘I’ll be wearing 
them for miles yet’

‘Quality, 
comfy urban 
riding kit’

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
Short boots make a great option 
for those occasions when full kit 
is too much, such as popping to 
the shops or nipping up the pub. At 

least that was the intention, but they’ve actually 
proved far more versatile. Apart from the above, 
they’ve seen a regular 45-mile commute, where 
I’ve worn them all day in the office just as if they 
were a normal pair of trainers, plus two 1400-
mile road trips which subjected them to the full 
spectrum of British summer weather. Thanks to 
the perforated upper and gel insole, comfort has 
never been an issue and the Sinaqua waterproof 
membrane has managed to keep light rain at bay.

They score well safety wise, with CE Level 2 
for impact, cut and abrasion resistance. I’ll be 
wearing these for a fair few miles yet.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.rstmoto.com

There’s no  
fear of the bike 
hitting the deck

Arm the airbag 
and you are 
ready to ride

Great when on  
the bike or out  
with your mates

ESSENTIAL KIT

18 
MONTHS


