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ESSENTIAL KIT

2250
miles
ON TEST

5 
months

ON TEST

150
miles
ON TEST

1500
miles
ON TEST

Reassuringly 
sturdy yet 
comfortable

Easy to fit but 
hard to defeat

Too chunky for 
gearchanges 

Big on safety 
but not flex

Multi-layer construction is versatile

DX1000 lock 
fits perfectly

‘A hiking boot for biking’
Fox Ranger ADV boots £179.99 Eleveit Tonale 

£229.99

Hiplok AX1000 
anchor £349.99

Forma Phantom £316.99

Vanucci VAJ-1 
jacket £192.71

Spot on for an 
adventure bike

Tested by Richard 
Newland for  
three months
Riding an adventure 
bike in anything other 

than adventure boots feels wrong – 
but I don’t always want a bulky and 
sweaty cross between an enduro boot 
and a motocross boot. If you’re 
planning on stomping around at your 
destination, or just want a slightly 
cooler and more comfortable option 
– and you’re not expecting to be 
battering through branch-infested 
greenlanes or a tree stump jungle 
– then a mid-boot is a great option. 
Enter Fox’s new Ranger ADV. 

I have to confess that I feel a little 
under-protected wearing mid-height 
or short boots – but the Ranger is a 
very rugged and sturdy boot up to the 
base of your shin. It’s feels firm and 
thoroughly ‘built’ when you force your 

Tested by Nye Davis
Hiplok’s AX1000 
ground anchor isn’t 
cheap, especially 
when lesser-specced 

competitors can be had for a tenner. 
But pair it with a robust lock, such as 
Hiplok’s own DX1000, and you’ve got 
a seriously tough setup. Undesirable 
types with angle grinders will require 
multiple cutting discs to render the 
AX1000 defeated. Lesser 
equipment, such as hammers, 
hacksaws, or bolt cutters, will leave 
them scurrying away empty-handed. 

The AX1000 features a rotating 
base, secured by eight expanding 
M10 bolts. Mounted to that is a steel 
arm with a Ferosafe core offering a 
further 180° of lateral adjustability. 

The arm itself features a 
37x63mm loop and is 25mm thick, 
70mm wide by 300mm long (to the 
centre of the loop) – loop clearance 
happens to be just right for housing  
a DX1000, almost like they intended 
the two to be used in unison. 

Installation is a doddle, provided 
your drill has some poke. Hiplok 
provide a nifty paper template and  
a masonry drill bit, which makes the 
task that much simpler still. Once 
the base is in place, the rest of the 
assembly process simply requires 
following the instructions.

Tested by Dan 
Sutherland for six 
months
The Phantoms feel like 
they’ve been built to 

last. From the meaty zips, and 
chunky ratchet fasteners, to the 
Level 2 CE ratings across the board, 
you really do get the feeling that they 
will go the distance. I’ve not had to 
put the protection to the test, but I 
have spent the best part of 2000 

miles wearing them on the road both 
under riding jeans, and with leather 
suits. However, the incorporation of 
an inner boot can make sliding some 
leather trousers inside difficult, and 
you sometimes need a few goes at 
re-zipping. They also feel stiffer than 
some other track boots I’ve tried, and 
the leather lip at the top can 
sometimes rub against my shin.

Tested by Charlotte 
King for three 
months / 1300 miles
Having been primarily 
a leather suit wearer 

when riding my motorcycles, I was 
on the hunt for a more practical 
textile jacket for commuting. Cue the 
VAJ-1 from Vanucci (no sniggering at 
the back). The VAJ uses a modular 
system, so you can add and remove 
the layers that best suit the 
conditions. It sounds like the ultimate 
answer to riding in the unpredictable 
British climate, but when using my 
bike as my main form of transport for 
getting to and from the office and 
milling about on weekends, 
does it work?

On the whole, no. This 
jacket doesn’t quite do it 
for me, but that’s not to say 
that it isn’t a good jacket. 
It’s just too much faff with 
the multi-layer system. I think 
for a big tour its versatility would 
work well, but for commuting I’d 
rather be able to attach the layers 
together so I can get in and out of 
them more quickly. The lack of 
protection is also something that 
would put me off. If I’m wearing full 
riding gear, I do expect to be well 
protected and a single A-certification 
in CE testing doesn’t quite cut it. 

Adventure tourists doing plenty of 
off-roading probably won’t mind it, 

though. The Level 1 armour that’s 
fitted to the shoulders and elbows, is 
flexible enough to not be distracting, 

however, I would ideally prefer to 
have Level 2 in the sort of 

jacket that is designed to be 
used for multiple road 
miles. There is a pocket for 
a back protector, which is 
an additional cost of around 

£40 unless you wear a 
separate one anyway.

That said, the VAJ-1 feels 
well-made and robust. The zips feel 
sufficiently chunky, so I’m confident 
they will last thousands of uses, and 
the fabric feels strong. The 
additional layers are well thought 
out with the waterproof jacket fitting 
neatly under or over the main jacket. 
It has proved genuinely waterproof, 
keeping me warm and dry. 

Tested by Steve 
Herbert-Mattick  
for two months
Style-wise, these 
rugged adventure 

touring boots are right up my street. 
They’re fully synthetic too, so tick my 
animal-free box. 

Light, solid and seemingly 
well-made, I’ve used other boots by 
the Italian brand before and have no 
reason to doubt their quality. Putting 
them on, the first thing I noticed is it 
feels like my heels sink lower than 
the ball of my foot. Walking in them 
feels odd but it’s fine on the bike. 

The Tonale have a whiff of 
snowboard boot about them with 
large, chunky proportions. So much 
so, that even with the gear lever 
adjusted for maximum room I can’t 
quite get my toe under it to change 

gear and end up having to flick the 
lever with the side of my foot. It’s 
tricky and not always successful, 
meaning clumsy or missed changes.

The buckles are tough to use, too. I 
hoped they’d free up but when I take 
them off, two of the four buckles are 
so hard to release that I have to apply 

so much force – at a very particular 
angle – that it makes my fingers hurt.

I tried a few more rides to see if 
things improved over time, but no joy. 
They just don’t work for me. The 
waterproofing works though.

foot into its embrace, and the 
traditional lace-up closure allows  
a perfectly snug fit. 

The ADVs are CE EN13634:2017 
certified, and rated 2 2 2 2 IPA, 
meaning they’re Level 2 for boot 
height, abrasion resistance, cut 
resistance and transverse rigidity, 
with impact protection for the ankle.  
I wouldn’t choose to wear them on 
wooded trails due to the lack of shin 
protection, but for road use and 
firetracks, they’re fantastic. 

Once on, they feel initially very 
rigid, and need a hundred miles to bed 
in a little, although they still feel 
brand-new each time I put them on. 
But after a few minutes you 
acclimatise, and then the sensation 
morphs to one of supreme support 
and comfort. They’re like a hiking boot 
for biking – and feel cosseting when 
walking, just avoid very thin socks 

until the boots have bedded in a bit.
The sensation continues on the 

bike. At first their rigidity led to some 
clunky gear lever action, and it took 
me a ride or two to feel like my feet 
were doing what I wanted them to. 
But the ankle support and security 
you feel on the bike is excellent – and 
the EVA footbed and anti-shock liner 
feels just as impressive as any enduro 
boot whether seated or standing, and 
feels like it’s taking a decent amount 
of footpeg shocks away. Fox say the 
‘composite nylon-fibreglass insole 
board provides stability in the heel 
and flex in the ball of the foot’, and  
I’d agree with that claim. 

Inside, there’s an air mesh liner 
that’s Microban treated to help 
control unwanted odours, while the 
boot’s tongue is D3O lined to help 
protect against impacts from stones 
or branches – but this is obviously Ultratac sole provides plenty of grip

+

PROS & CONS

Comfort, support, build 
quality, impact protection

No shin protection, colder 
than a full boot in winter–

Laces allow for a perfectly snug fit

MCN rating  
www.foxracing.co.uk

MCN rating  
www.hiplok.com

MCN rating  
www.covec.uk

MCN rating  
www.louis-moto.co.uk

‘Serious 
protection’ 

‘Good fit, but stiff’

‘A logical but 
faffy answer’

‘They just 
don’t work’

MCN rating  
www.eleveit.it

s s s s s

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 
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only below-shin protection.
Fox’s Ultratac boot sole has proven 

grippy in all situations so far – wet and 
dry – and feels equally at home on the 
footpeg (with or without rubber 
inserts) as it does walking along a 
pavement or off-road. Sizes range 
from UK4-13 (with half sizes available 
in 9.5, 10.5 and 11.5). I opted for the 
desert storm look (Dark Khaki Brown 
– although I’d say it’s more ‘tan’), but a 
plain black option is also available.

1300
miles
ON TEST


