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Tester Alison Silcox

Time tested Eight years/

5000 miles

What’s good? This windproof 

top has to be one of my favourite pieces of 

kit. It’s made from lightweight, breathable 

Pertex fabric, is very thin and can be stowed 

easily in a pocket or tankbag in case the 

weather turns cold. Worn as an extra layer it 

adds warmth without any bulk or bunching. 

The zip is on an angle at the neck so it’s easy to 

access and doesn’t get in the way of any jacket 

closures. The neck is also lined with a light 

fleece, making it comfortable and snug. 

What’s not? The only small fault is that the 

jacket should incorporate an integral

storage pocket. The Innershell comes with 

its own storage pouch but I’ve managed to 

lose it! The price is a little high, but I’ve 

used it for over eight years so it’s more 

than paid its way.

Contact www.edzlayering.com 

Quality rating �����

Value rating �����

Tester Michael Neeves

Time used Nine months/10,000 miles

What’s good? I’ve been wearing the new-generation 

Alpinestars back protector under jackets and leathers since last 

Spring, for road tests and racing. I also had a high-speed, tumbling 

track crash while wearing it and didn’t suffer any injury. Over the 

years Astars have produced very thin back protectors, which you 

hardly know you’re wearing and very thick ones that are too bulky 

under tight leathers. But this new Nucleon 

KR-R protector is the perfect depth for 

both comfort and protection. It’s a 

long back protector that stretches 

down from the nape of the neck to 

the tail bone and the Velcro waist 

straps are adjustable up and down 

for the perfect fit. It’s well made 

and nicely vented.  

What’s not? There 

are cheaper back 

protectors around, 

but it’s worth its 

weight in gold when 

you see its imprint 

in the back of your 

leathers after a 

crash and realise 

what a top job it’s done.

Contact www.alpinestars.com

Quality rating ����� 

Value rating �����

Tester Tony Hoare

Time used Six months/1000 miles

What’s good? Base layers are a good idea to wick 

sweat away from the skin and help us stay warm in 

winter. But polyester ones quickly get whiffy, while others are 

skin-tight and would be very flattering on someone with the 

athletic dedication to gain a six-pack. Sadly my athletic dedication 

runs out at lifting the ringpulls on a six-pack. That’s where 

Merino-based layers like this are very useful. This one is made 

from a mixture of Merino wool, which won’t soak up moisture, 

and synthetic fabrics. It works well at being 

breathable and keeping me warm and 

the casual fit means I don’t look 

as though I’m in denial over my 

Olympic potential. 

What’s not? Can I really review 

a £55 long-sleeved top without 

making reference to the £55 

pricetag? No, I can’t. But it’s very 

pleasant to wear and is made 

in Knox’s factory in the Lake 

District, not out in the Far East.

Contact www.planet-

knox.com

Quality rating ����� 

Value rating �����

EDZ Innershell, £50

Alpinestars Nucleon KR-R back protector 
£109.99

Knox Jacob Dry Inside Base Layer £54.99

Buy one on MCNshop.com

6
MONTHS

4
ARMR Moto WP 
Jacket £29.99
Another low-cost 

overjacket made from windproof 

and waterproof material with 

taped seams. Yellow bands 

on the arms help the rider 

stand out in the daytime, while 

the logo is made from light-

reflective material.

3
Held Wet Tour 
£84.99
The price is steeper 

than other jackets here, 

but this one is made from 

breathable polyester to stop 

the boil-in-the-bag effect. It 

also has an integrated hood, 

three pockets and light-

reflective panels.

2
Oxford Rainseal 
All Weather 
Jacket £26.99

Lightweight overjacket 

designed to fit over a normal 

jacket without the need to go 

up a size. It’s lined to stop 

it sticking to your riding kit 

and there’s adjustability at 

the cuffs and waist.

1
RST Rain Jacket 
£29.99
The RST jacket has 

an elasticated waist and 

cuffs to keep water out. It 

also has light-reflective 

detailing to help car 

drivers pick you out

of the darkness, and five 

pockets to stash stuff.

FOUR BUDGET
WATERPROOF 
OVERJACKETS

3000
MILES
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 Alison Silcox

Eight years/

 This windproof 

top has to be one of my favourite pieces of 

kit. It’s made from lightweight, breathable 

Pertex fabric, is very thin and can be stowed 

easily in a pocket or tankbag in case the 

weather turns cold. Worn as an extra layer it 

adds warmth without any bulk or bunching. 

The zip is on an angle at the neck so it’s easy to 

access and doesn’t get in the way of any jacket 

closures. The neck is also lined with a light 

fleece, making it comfortable and snug. 

 The only small fault is that the  The only small fault is that the 

jacket should incorporate an integral

storage pocket. The Innershell comes with 

its own storage pouch but I’ve managed to 

lose it! The price is a little high, but I’ve 

used it for over eight years so it’s more 

www.edzlayering.com 

Knox Jacob Dry Inside Base Layer Oxford Rainseal 

£26.99

designed to fit over a normal 

jacket without the need to go 

www.motorcyclenews.comFOLDING BIKE COVERS

0116 2600 070 www.FEELGOODUK.net

FREE DELIVERY USE CODE: MCN9

BIKE

HOME

TRIKE

HOME

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 
*Based on an average customer saving of £243. Saving compared to buying two separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 48 year old male with 7 years NCB, riding a 
Honda 900RR Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. 
Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

0800 093 5577
You can only get this offer by calling

Save up to £243 with a Multi-Bike 
policy through Carole Nash*

If you ride more than one bike, you could save money!*
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
�
�	s test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone, fax or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.

Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and stronger dampers. 
5mm and 6mm adapters to fi t virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column – £45

4-column – £59
Quality storage TOOLPOUCH £7 if bought with Carbtune Pro. 
Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:

Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.

Tel: 028 9023 9007 Fax: 028 9024 7294

Email: morgan@carbtune.com
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10,000
MILES


