
Venhill VT75 1/4in and 3/8in 
Drive Stubby Ratchet £11.08

Dexter Izoard Track helmet £74.99

Tucano Urbano Termoscud Pro leg cover £169.99

Michelin Road 5 £205.98 per pair (120/70 x 17 & 180/55 x 17)
Tester Dan Sutherland 
Where Official launch test, 
Monteblanco, Spain 
What’s good? Using an 

all-new tread pattern, the Road 5 is 
claimed to disperse water more 
effectively than the old Pilot Road 4. 
The Road 5 also uses a dual compound 
on the front and rear, with a harder, 
longer lasting middle section and 
softer shoulders of varying rigidity for 
greater dry weather handling and 
stability. The 2CT front tyre features 
two types of all-silica compound – one 
for the middle 44% and another for the 
outer shoulders. At the rear, the 2CT+ 
is comprised of an all-silica crown, with 
the shoulders made of a slicker 
all-carbon black compound. 

After a brief session around 
Monteblanco Circuit, Spain, as well as 
a challenging 75-mile road ride and a 
wet-weather-braking test, the tyre 
revealed itself to be incredibly capable, 
never once breaking traction in any 
scenario and allowing me to brake, turn 
and lean the bike over with confidence. 
On a sunny ride, the soft shoulders 
make it the ideal companion for 
animated riding, meanwhile the harder 
middle means they should hold up to 
commuting and motorway miles. 

Tester Simon Relph 
Time used One year
What’s good? This is a 
great little wrench and ideal 

for tinkering in the workshop. Being 
only 130mm long, it’s also ideal for 
making adjustments when touring. The 
forward and reverse switch is easily 
swung from left to right, too – making 
changes of direction when tightening or 
loosening a nut or bolt quick and easy. 
It has a tactile plastic handle, which is a 
plus on really cold days in the garage 
when everything is freezing to touch. 
Unlike most drives that are single 
sided, this one is double sided and 
usable in two sizes – both ¼in and ¾in. 
This means it’s good for tiny and larger 
sockets.
What’s not? As it is only 130mm, it 
offers less leverage than its longer 
cousins. Saying that, I only wanted it to 
be portable and usable for some lighter 
jobs on the bike.
Contact www.venhill.co.uk.com 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tester Alison Silcox 
Time tested 1500 miles/
four months
What’s good?  

At £74.99, the quality of finish 
and subtle paintscheme give 
this full-face polycarbonate 
lid the feel of a helmet 
with a far heftier price. 

The brand is 
exclusive to Boston-
based SportsBikeShop 
in the UK and, as with 
the previous Dexter lid I 
tested, it took very little 
breaking in. The 
washable liner has 
retained its plush feel, 
even after 1500 miles of 
wear, and the vents are 
well placed and easy to 
operate. 

There’s a ratchet-style 
strap and a drop-down sun visor 
and it comes with a Pinlock 
anti-fog insert included. For these 
reasons, it has been my go-to lid 
throughout winter.
What’s not? For the price, there’s not 
much to criticise on this helmet. If I 
was being really picky, the drop down 
sun visor (something I always look out 
for on a helmet) could do with being a 
few shades darker for very sunny days. 
I also tried to fit an intercom for a 
recent trip to France, but there are no 
recesses to fit the speakers in. That 

Tested by Michael Neeves 
Time used 1500 miles/four 
months
What’s good? Tucano 

Urbano reckon their Termoscud Pro leg 
cover will keep you warm and dry 
whatever the weather – and they’re 
right. Since fitting this ‘scooter blanket’ 
to my Yamaha TMAX DX, I’ve been able 
to wear summer riding attire, even 
when there’s snow on the side of the 
road, so no more turning up at work 
dressed as the Michelin Man! Not only 
is it weatherproof, the canvas-like 
construction, with taped seams and 
quilted inner, is reassuringly heavy and 
durable, so you get a sense it will go on 
for more winters than me. It’s a fitted, 

‘All-weather grip’

James has been 
giving it some  

on track…

What’s not? These tyres are hard to 
criticise and on the warm, winding 
roads of Southern Spain, they behaved 
faultlessly. Although performing well 
on the we did of the dry circuit, this is 
not a sports-focused tyre and your 
money would be better spent 
elsewhere if you have serious 
trackdays in mind. 
Contact www.moto.michelin.co.uk  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

bike-specific system (there’s a full 
range for scooters and adventure 
bikes), so it’s neat, straightforward to 
install and the inflatable side panels 
stop the sides flapping around at 
speed. I’ve been using the Termoscud in 
its full leg-covering configuration, 
which includes a seat cover, but it 
unzips into a smaller, more elegant 
summer version with a retractable rain 
cover for when the heavens open.
What’s not? It’s not cheap and it’s 
tricky to get on the bike with the cover 
fitted. I almost have to slide ‘in’ to it like 
a car, but once aboard you’re snugly 
cocooned in a warm blanket of luxury.
Contact www.tucanourbano.com  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Dual compound improves tyre life

ONEYEAR

said, using the intercom was a one off 
so it’s not a massive issue for my 
everyday riding. 
Contact www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Free and easy to enter, register at winit.motorcyclenews.com
WINTOP PRIZES NOW WITH 

EDZ Merino  
zip neck 
baselayer £65
Suitable for year-
round riding, this 
merino wool 
baselayer has odour 
killing properties, is 
warmer than 
synthetic material 
and is machine 
washable.
Enter until:  
March 31

Muc Off 
cleaning  
kit £25
Keep your 
treasured 
machine shining 
like a new pin if 
you win this 
cleaning kit. It 
includes cleaner, 
protectant spray 
and chain lube.
Enter until:  
March 31

Kappa roll bag £40
Ideal for weekends away, this waterproof roll 

bag will hold 30 litres of luggage and comes with 
bungies to strap it on the back of your bike. 

Enter until: March 31

Turbospoke  
exhaust system £15

Kids love noise and they’ll 
go mad for this twin exhaust 

system from Turbospoke. 
It’ll turn their bike into  

the noisiest in town,  
they’ll be the envy  

of all their mates.
Enter until:  

March 31

MotoGP Pro 
Series flight 
cabin bag £69.99
Win this MotoGP 
branded, wheeled 
flight bag. Made from 
heavy-duty material 
with a main compart-
ment, two zipped 
outer pockets and a 
handy retractable 
handle.
Enter until:  
March 31

Bruhl MD1400 motorcycle  
dryer £99.99

Wash your bike then blast away the moisture to 
create a drop-free finish. Bike dryers are the 

ultimate tool for people who are serious about 
motorcycle cleaning. 

Enter until: March 31
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
rides test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.

Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and dampers.
5mm and 6mm adapters to fi t virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column – £54

4-column – £68
All Carbtunes now supplied with Toolpouch and brass adapters.

Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:

Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.

Tel: 028 9023 9007

Email: morgan@carbtune.com

•UK P+P £2

•AIRMAIL EUROPE £3

•AIRMAIL REST OF WORLD £5
}

All the 

Rider Needs

EUROPE’S LARGEST GENUINE PARTS STOCKISTGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINEGENUINE

e: spares@fowlers.co.uk

SPARES 
BY MAIL ORDER

e: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uke: spares@fowlers.co.uk
0117 972 5597

2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR fowlers.bike/mcnspares

Same Day 

Dispatch!

KAWASAKI®

For further information contact us on ✆ 01455 213 355 or

www.lifelongsteelsheds.co.uk

For BIKE storage - the 
most secure and stylish

These sheds have a steel structure 

with a solid steel security door. 

For extra security a deadlock or cover lock may be added. 

Other Options include double doors or 
extra wide door for easy access.

Mackenzie Hodgson specialise exclusively in motorcycle insurance, and prides itself on offering 
riders the right cover at a competitive price. Policies include European Breakdown and up to 

£100,000 Motor Legal Expenses cover.

Simply call us on 0330 343 8927 and quote MHBA to 
receive the 5% discount.

Insurance by bikers, for bikers.

www.mackenziehodgson.co.uk 
Mackenzie Hodgson is a trading style of Autonet Insurance Services Ltd.  
Registered in England No. 3642372. Registered Office Nile Street, Burslem,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 2BA. Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

5% bike  
insurance 
discount for 
MCN readers

The offer is limited to readers of MCN and expires on 3/4/18.  
Only available when calling for a bike quote. T&C’s can be found at  

www.mackenziehodgson.co.uk/mcn-terms-and-conditions

GET IT WITHGET IT WITH

The  
BEST 
place 
to buy 
biking 

kit!

OR GET A QUOTE AT 
0330 022 7970

CALLS TO 0330 NUMBERS COST NO MORE THAN A NATIONAL RATE CALL TO AN 01 OR 02 NUMBER 
AND WILL COUNT TOWARDS ANY FREE MINUTES YOU MAY HAVE ON YOUR PHONE CONTRACT.

SEARCH TODAY

www.motorcyclenews.com #MCNwednesday
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REPORT

LAUNCH 

1500MILES

1500MILES

READ THE 
FULL TEST AT  
WWW.MOTOR

CYCLE 
NEWS.COM

+
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Improved compound and 
water shifting abilities

Among the pricier  
road tyres available


