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ESSENTIAL KIT

Six
months

ON TEST

Eight
months

ON TEST

Three
months

ON TEST

Neat, clean and 
factory quality

Dirty but 
effective

They warm up fast and were great 
for Alpine touring on the BMW

‘An open and shut case’
Wunderlich X-Case £669.90 and rails £229.90 Spada Tachi 

Trainers £139.99

Bridgestone 
Battlax S23 £307

Plastic inner bucket helps to prevent contents spilling out

Tested by  
Richard Newland 
for four months
Wunderlich make  
some lovely kit for an 

increasingly wide range of bikes, and 
these X-Case panniers (£669.90, 
nippynormans.com) have been the 
saviour of many an R1300GS owner 
over recent months as BMW’s own 
Vario pannier system has been 
conspicuously absent due to 
problems with the new central 
locking mechanism. 

Each aluminium X-Case (they’re 
symmetrical) delivers a decently 
useful and capacious 36 litres of 
stashability, and the uniform shape 
means you can make use of every bit 
of them. They’re very nicely made, fit 
extremely securely and snugly to the 
bike via the bespoke rails (£229.90), 
and – brilliantly – they may not be 

Tested by Saffron 
Wilson for  
7500 miles 
After running the BMW 
R12 nineT on its OE 

tyres and squaring them off after 
numerous tedious motorway miles,  
I opted for an upgrade in the form of 
Bridgestone’s Battlax S23 tyres 
before I embarked on my cross-
European voyage through the Alps to 
the tip of southern Germany. 

Coming from square rubber 
onto the sporty S23s was 
nothing short of a delight. 
Previously, with the BMW’s 
original rubber resembling 
a car tyre, cornering was 
done with more care than 
usual, but as soon as I’d 
scrubbed in the new rubber the nineT 
was turning with effortless aplomb, 
regardless of how tight the bend was 
and where you were on the tyre. 

With their multi compounds, the 
Bridgestones warm up quickly, and I 
could instantly feel the difference, 
which resulted in more confidence in 
my own riding ability too. 

The S23’s predecessor, the S22, 
was a highly rated tyre in its own 
right. But Bridgestone claim that the 
latest version has improved wet 
weather performance, as well as 
improved stopping distances. 
Although I didn’t do a back-to-back 
test, after climbing numerous Alpine 

passes in the rain, I can categorically 
state that I had more confidence 
than ever before, even when I was 
high up in low clouds battling mini 
rivers coursing down the tarmac.

The front has three-layer 
compound technology and the 

rear boasts a five-layer 
compound, designed to 
deliver performance that 
should mean they perform 
and last on track as well as 

they do on road. They have  
a mono spiral belt claiming to 

run cooler with more stability, and  
a ‘pulse groove’ design for better  
grip in the wet. 

After the trip (which was a couple 
of thousand miles) I did keep the 
S23s on, but ideally I should have 
replaced them again as the square 
shape was creeping back (I’ll blame 
that on the relentless French toll 
roads rather than the tyre). But they 
lasted until the end of my time with 
the BMW and although they were 
overdue a change, they were still 
completely legal and ridable, with 
plenty of tread left.

Tested by Gareth 
Evans for 8 months
These waterproof 
boots have stood up to 
some serious abuse, 

and it’s testament to their build 
quality that they remain mucky-but-
unaffected after thousands of miles 
on a variety of bikes and in all 
weathers, including torrential rain. 

They’re a pair I’ve used for regular 
office days too, which means I’ve 
walked a lot in them, and although 
they took a full day (and two blisters) 
to bed in, since then they’ve been 
very comfortable. 

Core to their appeal is how quickly 
they do up. The rotary Fitgo fastener 
is much better than laces in this 
respect, but it isn’t perfect. A few 
times when I’ve been in a rush I’ve 
felt the boots had secured tightly 

enough around my ankle but the 
fastener has popped open again. 

But otherwise, brilliant. It took me 
a while to realise the trainers were 
reflective, with 3M material under 
the black outer shell, because they 
cleverly also do an excellent job of 
not standing out as bike clobber. 

There’s gear and brake lever 
protection over the toes, and their  
CE safety rating is Level 1 for height 
(obviously) and transverse rigidity, 
but Level 2 for impact abrasion and 
impact cut performance.  

keyless, but you do code the barrels 
to your BMW key, meaning there’s no 
extras dangling on your fob. 

I much prefer top-loaders, 
personally, but the plastic internal 
‘bucket’ usefully stops your contents 
from spilling out when you open the 
lid, and there are nets supplied to give 
even more reassurance. 

The locks are top-side and a single 
lock secures both the lid against light-
fingered passers-by, and also locks 
the lever that allows the pannier to be 
released from the rails. The locks 
have nice rubber covers, too – helping 
to prevent water and dirt ingress into 
the mechanism. 

The lock barrels fit neatly and 
securely in place once coded, but the 
way in which they’re housed means 
that they do spin though 360 degrees 
when open and the key is inserted. 
This means you have to be careful to 

line up the T-bar locking foot when 
closing the clasp to avoid any 
damage. It’s a relatively minor 
irritation, but also something that 
seems like a design oversight. 

The rack fitting system is a doddle 
to mount on the bike, only requiring a 
minor degree of faff to remove the 
electronic-enabled bars that provide 
central locking to BMW’s OE pannier 
system. Once fitted, the rails are 
unobtrusive, and easy to clean. The 
brackets are a little lacking in finesse, 
but it all works as it should. 

The panniers clip into place with 
reassuring rigidity and a snug fit that 
means there’s no wobbling or rattling 
– all very OEM in terms of feel.

Fit, finish, durability and design are 
all near-faultless – with only one 
significant entry in the ‘cons’ column: 
if you open them when it’s been 
raining, they consistently drop about The locks are coded to your BMW key 

+

PROS & CONS

Classy, well made, coded key 
barrels, OEM feel and looks

Water gets in when you open 
the lid, side-loading overspill–

Rails are super-secure and minimalist

Quality  Value  
www.nippynormans.com

Quality  Value  
www.shoeiassured.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.tru-tension.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.bridgestone.co.uk

‘Confidence 
boosters’

‘Understated 
but great’

Quality  Value  
www.spadaclothing.com

s s s s s

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 
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an egg cup’s worth of water into the 
lid. It can’t escape once inside, 
meaning you have to mop it back out, 
or introduce water to your closed 
pannier, making the contents damp. 

The weather seal itself appears 
unimpeachable, but that’s scant 
consolation when the design lets 
them down at the point of opening. 
That aside, they’re an extremely 
attractive and capable alternative to 
OE or other aftermarket options.

Six
months

ON TEST

Hard to fault 
from the off

Shoei Neotec 3 £679.99

Tested by Al Silcox 
for six months
Comfortable from the 
get-go, the Shoei 
Neotec3 is a dual-
homologated modular 

helmet so you can ride with it flipped 
or closed. It meets ECE22.06 
standard and is five-star SHARP 
tested for protection. There’s a plush 

lining, buckle fastener and drop-
down sun visor, which has a dark 
enough tint to be of use. There are 
well-placed vents, which are easy to 
operate with a gloved hand, as is the 
button to work the flip. My main 
criticism is the visor closure, I find 
the button to release the visor is 
difficult to use when on the move. 
This means I often ride with the visor 

slightly cracked, which can be chilly. 
At the thick end of £700 it’s not 
cheap but it is a quality piece of kit 
and with a five-year warranty it feels 
like it has been built to last. Various 
colour options are available, and I 
love the subtle red, white and blue 
version that I’ve been wearing. 

‘Feels like it’s been built to last’

4800
 miles
ON TEST

Tru-Tension Chain 
Cleaner £10 

There’s no monkeying around here!

Tested by Emma 
Franklin for one can
As a heavy user of 
chain cleaner, value is 
important for me 

because I seem to get through an 
awful lot of the stuff. As Tru-Tension 
sits at the upper end of the price 
range, I was deliberately less liberal 
in my application – and found that, 
actually, I didn’t need to be as 
cavalier as I am with cheaper 
varieties. The nozzle provides a very 
powerful and concentrated jet, 
which blasts away old lube on 
contact. Then, once 
the solution itself 
gets a chance to 
eat into the gunk, 
all it takes is a 
quick wipe for a 
beautifully clean 

chain. Tru-Tension claim the  
solution is safe on plastics, paints 
and seals – and so far this seems  
to be the case.

‘Blasts away 
old lube’




