
MESH POCKET
Doesn’t look like much but 
perfect for a water bottle 
and holds it well at speed
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RATED

LATEST KIT RATED UNDER  
£100

Sealey 45pc 3/8in Drive 
Socket Set — Metric/Imperial 
from £89.94

www.sealey.co.uk 

THE CLAIM “Deluxe professional 
socket set with heat-treated Chrome 
Vanadium steel WallDrive® sockets.”
THE REALITY Comprehensive 
selection of metric and imperial 
sockets. Currently at £89.94 (down 
from £155.94). Sockets are 6-point 
rather than 12 so drive on the flats 
not the corners but the rachet 
sticks, meaning it is sometimes 
harder to remove the sockets. Good 
value, though.

Dango Design Gripper 
Mount from £49.99

www.ultimateaddons.com
THE CLAIM “Gripper jaw with flexible 
front clamps and conforms to 
shapes and surfaces, like your 
helmet, backpack or vehicle.”
THE REALITY It’s a 
flexible device, with 
good build quality 
and generally grips well 
— particularly on helmets with 
edged chin vents. At £50 it 
isn’t cheap (especially if you 
have a budget eBay action 
cam) but it does work well.

Ultimate Motorcycle Care Kit 
£84.99

www.muc-off.com
THE CLAIM “Everything you need to 
make your motorcycle as clean as it 
can be. Together in a Muc-Off box.”
THE REALITY This really does have 
everything you need: microfibre 
cloth, two-prong brush, detailing 
brush, soft washing and claw brush, 
sponge, motorcycle protectant, 
motorcycle speed polish and the 
excellent motorcycle cleaner. 

An adventure  
in suit sizing
RST Ladies Maverick 
Adventure Suit £199.99 
(jacket) £149.99 (trsrs)

www.rst-moto.com

THE CLAIM “A true Maverick! With 
both a waterproof SinAqua lining 
and a quilted thermal liner, the 
Maverick is RST’s all-rounder, 
designed to handle all conditions.”
THE REALITY The inboot/outboot 
debate is a hot topic among 
adventure motorcyclists but RST 
missed the memo. The Maverick 
trouser is simultaneously too 
narrow to fit over an adventure 
boot but too bulky to go inside.

In fact, the whole suit is 
bizarrely-proportioned. Our size 
10/S tester ended up with XS 
trousers (too big on the waist, 
yet too short along the femur), 
and a Medium jacket. 

What’s more, with the thermal 
liners in, it’s very bulky but they 

work well in freezing coinditions. 
The jacket was equally snug 

(slightly tight on the shoulders 
and too short on the arms), with 
the detachable liner zipping up 
separately to the jacket. 

Zipping together all the way 
around the waist (a useful 
feature), the Maverick suit is 
warm, and near-enough fully 
waterproof even in torrential 
downpours. Detachable internal 
waterproofs make this a decent 
all-season solution but the outer 
material becomes waterlogged 
in prolonged rain. However, this 
is still a good, budget CE-rated 
women’s adventure suit.

For £22, 
it’s simply 
amazing’

‘

QBag Waterproof 
backpack 15 £21.99

www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

THE CLAIM
“This rucksack has a 30-litre internal 
storage capacity, is made with a fully 
waterproof polyester outer construction 
and has a large outer pocket with 
waterproof zip. There’s a roll-top 
closure to prevent water ingress and 
two side mesh pockets for small items. 
Adjustable mesh shoulder straps.”

THE REALITY
For the cash, there is no getting away 
from the fact that this is probably the 

 100% 
waterproof and 
pocket easily 
big enough for 
your phone, 
wallet and keys

 Great piece of 

lateral thinking here. 

Rolltop secure and 

waterproof and is a 

decent handle, too

Comfortable, 
cool carbon
Shark Spartan GT Carbon 
from £429.99

www.nevis.uk.com
THE CLAIM “Aerodynamics 
optimized by CFD. Aero-shaped 
“SHARK Skin” side fastenings for 
passive noise abatement.”
THE REALITY Like all sports-
touring helmets, comfort comes 
slightly at the expense of weight 
— it tips the scales at 1440g. But 
the small (55/56cm) has so far 
proven comfortable for hours, 
even with a balaclava 

underneath. Visibility is average 
but the Pinlock failed 

after just two weeks.
The Spartan boasts 

excellent build 
quality, from the 
carbon weave to 
the plush lining 
and is quiet with 
a useful built-in 
sun visor. A 
decent lid.  

A seriously secure 
proposition
Oxford Boss Alarm 12mm 
Chainlock from £159.99

www.oxfordproducts.com

THE CLAIM “This chain 
lock features Oxford’s 
strongest ever lock with 
an integral alarm.”
THE REALITY 
Constructed of 12mm 
hardened-steel links, the 
chain is available in 1.5, 
1.8 and 2m lengths, and is 
reassuringly heavy. It’s 
secured with a separate 
16mm hardened steel 
shackle, which can also 
be used as a standalone 
disc lock, and features a 
removable 100dB alarm 
that doesn’t activate 
upon a breath of wind like 
some others. 

It is Sold Secure Gold 
approved, though its 
substantial nature means 
that unless you have a 
topbox or panniers, 
transporting it on the bike 
may be a chore. 

best-value piece of kit that I’ve ever 
used. Despite costing less than a tank of 
petrol, it’s made from good-quality, thick 
tarp, has well-sealed joints, a useful 
outer pocket with a waterproof zip and 
a clever closure system that also 
doubles as a carrying handle. 

So far, I’ve used it for commuting in all 
weathers and have found a lot to like. 
That 30-litre capacity is useful — happy 
to take my laptop, trainers and jeans to 
the office with ease and while there is 
no padding on the back, the fact that I 
have a large, hard back protector means 
it isn’t the problem I thought it would be. 
So far it has been 100% waterproof, 
though the mesh shoulder straps do 

soak in water. I’ve even filled the main 
compartment up with a hose to test it — 
and nothing came out…

It stays stable on the bike, though the 
slightly-flimsy shoulder straps could be 
a bit wider to spread the load. The only 
real downside is the lack of a chest 
strap. You do miss it as it means more 
pull on your shoulders than on some of 
its roll-bag rivals. 

If I was a QBag purchaser, I’d simply 
look at buying a strap. Universal items 
cost about £5 on eBay and as long as it 
worked OK with the shoulder straps, 
you’d end up with an excellent, 
waterproof roll-top bag for only £27.  
MATT WILDEE


