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Tested by Jordan Gibbons for 2500 
miles/one year
If my house caught 
fire tomorrow, this is 
the piece of motorbike 
gear I would save. The 

Hardanger is a one-piece CE rated 
Gore-Tex suit that incorporates Level 1 
D30 armour throughout. 

The genius of the Hardanger is that 
is has one long zip from neck to groin 
on the front and another from groin 
to ankle on either leg. This means it 
can be pulled over regular clothing 
and donned (or doffed) in a matter of 
seconds, so you can ride somewhere 
and be in ‘normal’ clothes in moments. 
Superman eat your heart out! 

Some weeks I wear it every day. You 
don’t have to worry about your clobber 
underneath ending up ruined either; 

I’ve worn this suit for hours at a time in 
terrible weather and it’s never let in a 
drop of rain. It’s covered in waterproof 
pockets, there are plenty of vents for 
when it’s warm and wiring pockets to 
take heated gear when it’s cold. 

The price does seem steep but, it’s 
no worse than a comparable Gore-Tex 
two-piece suit, and easier to live with – 
and that ease of use is near priceless.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
klim.com

2500 
MILES

Waterproof 
pockets 
and venting 
abound

It’s like a cross 
between a Gore-
Tex suit and a 
sleeping bag

‘I really don’t know  
how I lived without it’

Tested by Dan Sutherland on two  
bikes for 4000 miles
I’ve used Metzeler’s M9RRs on 
my long-term KTM 1290 Super 
Duke GT and Aprilia RS660 test 
bikes. They were impressive on 

the GT, but really excelled on the lighter and less 
powerful Aprilia – providing confidence-inspiring 
wet weather grip from the get-go 
during our soaking first outing.

They also heat up faster 
than the rival Bridgestone 
Battlax S22 and provide 
more feel through a corner – 
offering seriously impressive 
performance during back-road 
blasts at the weekend in the cool late summer 
and early autumn. Although a road-focused 
sports tyre, they encouraged the bike to tip into a 
bend quickly, with enough bite at the back end to 
keep things firmly in line. 

I wouldn’t hesitate to use these tyres on  
a trackday next year. My only real regret is not 
fitting them sooner. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.metzeler.com

4000 
MILES

Klim Hardanger one-piece suit £1340

Metzeler Sportec M9RR 
£244 RRP (for RS660)

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Saffron Wilson for  
2082 miles/five months
After using bungees for most of 
my biking life, I was delighted to 
find these straps, which have 
no sharp metal or plastic ends 
to scratch chrome or paint. The 
buckles are UV, shatter and 
crack-resistant and the flat, 
stretchy design means that 
there’s minimal pressure on 
luggage, and they stretch 
from 18-60 inches – and with 
natural rubber construction, 
it means they boast tear-
resistant elasticity, too.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
sportsbikeshop.com

ROK Straps £18.99

‘Impressive in the 
wet from the off’

Michelin Road 5 
£261.47*
There are insane levels of 
grip in any conditions. I can’t 
fault them on my MT-10, best 
tyre I’ve used on any bike.  
Brian Connelly, Strathaven

Dunlop SportSmart 
Mk3 £255.81*
My go-to for a performance 
tyre with extended mileage. 
They’re outstanding in the 
wet or dry. 
Stewart MacDuff, Dublin

Maxxis Supermaxx 
ST MA-ST2 £158.88*
Great grip, good lifespan, and 
surprisingly stable at speed. 
Up there with some of the 
other tyres, but much 
cheaper. Tim Brett, Glasgow

Metzeler Roadtec 
01 SE £254.68*
The best tyres I’ve had in 40 
years’ biking for all-round 
use; trackdays, commuting 
and long-distance touring. 
Richard Bentham, Bristol

SPORTS TOURING 
TYRES

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Richard Newland for 
10,000 miles/one year 
Examining my Helite’s 
e-Turtle 2 after one year 
of use and over 10,000 
riding miles in all weathers, 

I can’t help but be impressed by how 
new it still looks. There’s no ground-in 
grime, no wear or abrasions anywhere 
where it rubs against human or machine, 
no frayed edges or tired buckles, weak 
Velcro or duff zips. It’s really impressive. 

The rechargeable battery is still tip-
top, too (delivering around 25 hours of 
use between charges). You can wear it 
with any jacket, just slip it over the top 
and do up the clips, turn it on – and go. 

You don’t need a back protector 
either, as a Level 2 one is integrated 
into the vest. It’s completely 
autonomous, so doesn’t require 
a tether to deploy. And it can 

deploy numerous times provided 
no damage is done to the 28-litre 

bladder during its 0.08s inflation. All you 
need to do is replace the gas canister 
(£55-£60), which can be done at  he 
roadside. Servicing is every two years. 

I wear it on every journey – and would 
feel naked without it.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.airvest.co.uk

‘When a bag is 
also a safety net’

10,000 
MILES

Helite e-Turtle 2 
Airvest £625

Evotech Performance crash 
bobbins (Trident) £199.99

The e-Turtle2’s been 
superb – you’d think Rich 
could smile about it...

Tested by Michael Guy for 2600 
miles / five years
There are a plethora 
of off-road helmets 
available, some are 
lighter than the Arai, and 

most are significantly cheaper, too. But 
having started wearing the MX-V back 
in 2006, this is now my third one in a 
row, and remains my go-to helmet for 
any serious off-road riding. 

The physical size of the helmet’s 
outer shell, the fit and the smooth lines 
keep me coming back for more. I’ve 

tried lighter helmets, but firstly there is 
something reassuring about the weight 
of the Arai, plus the way it is balanced 
means it never feels heavy even at the 
end of a hard ride. 

With a removable and washable 
lining it’s easy to give it a complete 
refresh if you’ve been overheating or 
immersed in mud, and it still looks good 
after some seriously hard use. Other 
helmets are available, but I’m planning 
to stick with my Arai.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.whyarai.co.uk

‘It’s my go-to helmet off-road’

FIVE 
YEARS

Tested by Gareth Evans over six 
months/3000 miles
This crash protection is expensive, 
but it’s also beautifully built using 
top-quality materials 
such as CNC-

machined aircraft grade billet 
aluminium. There’s a real heft 
to the individual parts that 
provides confidence they’ll do 
their job if the worst does occur. 
I’m particularly keen on the textured 
finish on the polymer bobbins themselves, which 
chimes perfectly with the Trident’s styling. 
Installation became a lot easier once I’d figured 
out the radiator needed to be unbolted to access 
the bolts through the frame of the bike itself, 
but alas the otherwise brilliant hand-drawn 
instructions didn’t mention that aspect. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.evotech-performance.com

‘Pricey, but superb’

3000 
MILES

Arai MX-V motocross helmet £549

+

PROS & CONS

Waterproof and oh-so 
easy to get on and off

Level 2 armour would be 
better for the price–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?
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Pirelli Angel GT II £249.78*
The grip is phenomenal in the wet and dry. Sidewall 
stiffness is good and two-up touring is a joy with them. 
Another plus is the fact that I’ve been getting 5000-
6000 miles out of a set. Max Hitchcock, London




