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Tested by Jon Urry for one track 
day / 250 miles
As I prefer to change 
tyres rather than 
bodywork, I fit slicks to 
my trackday CBR600RR. 

Providing way more grip than my CBR 
or my own bravado can exploit, I have 
been a convert to slicks for a while. 

Previously I’d used Metzeler’s 
Racetec CompK, however when they 
needed changing I opted for their 
successor, the TD Slick. Like CompKs, 
the TDs are aimed at enthusiastic 
trackday riders and don’t require tyre 
warmers (I use them anyway), can 
withstand a greater number of heat 
cycles than a pure race slick and have 
a construction and sizing more akin to 
road tyres, meaning you don’t have to 
fiddle with suspension settings. You 

don’t get options on compounds but 
who cares about that?

And the wear rate is impressive, 
after my experiences with the CompKs 
I’d be happy to run them on at least 
four, probably five, full trackdays on 
my lightweight 600. That’s a tyre bill of 
about £60 a trackday – and hopefully 
no broken bodywork.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.metzeler.com

250 
MILES

Incredible grip  
and they last 
longer than 
you imagine

‘Perfect for an enthusiastic 
trackday rider’s needs’

Tested by Emma Franklin for three  
months / six washes
A totally genius idea and now my 
new favourite cleaning accessory, 
Muc-Off’s new Deep Scrubber 
Gloves allow you to get totally 

hands-on with your cleaning. Made from tough 
silicone, the gloves feature soft bristles on the 
palm and fingers, meaning that you 
can use your hands instead of 
a traditional cleaning brush or 
sponge to blast off muck from 
all kinds of places. They’re the 
best thing I’ve used for cleaning 
wheels, and they’re great for 
getting flies off fork legs, getting 
crud off shock springs, and even cleaning tyres! 
They stop your hands getting dirty too. After 
you’ve cleaned your bike simply wash them in 
warm soapy water and they’re clean and ready for 
next time. They make cleaning really satisfying, 
and dare I say it, fun! Available in small, medium 
and large sizes.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.muc-off.com

SIX 
WASHES

Metzeler Racetec TD Slicks from £310

Muc-Off Deep Scrubber 
Gloves £7.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Michael Neeves for two  
years / 20,000 miles
In basic terms it’s a lightweight, quilted 
zip-up bodywarmer with stretchy sleeves, 
back, arms and a high neck for extra warmth. 
Despite constant use it’s still in perfect 
condition and ready for another season’s 
worth of travel and road testing. 
It’s been discontinued from 
Alpinestars’ range for 
2021, which is a shame, 
but you can still them 
online if you shop 
around.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.alpinestars.
com

Alpinestars Intent 
jacket £54.99

‘Reaches the parts 
that brushes can’t’

LS2 Valiant 
£219.99*
Good fit, and not just a normal 
flip as the chin bar goes over 
the helmet. You can ride with 
it open like an open-face, too. 
Thomas Donnelly, Ayrshire

Shoei Neotec II 
£519.99*
This is a flip-front version of 
the GT Air. It’s comfortable 
and has excellent build 
quality. Andrew Aldridge, 
Southend-on-Sea

Shark Evo GT 
£389.99*
Comfortable, quiet and works 
well in open and full-face. It’s 
not as light as my AGV 
Sportmodular but I prefer it. 
Adrian Leach, Stockport

AGV Sportmodular 
£569.99*
I use mine for leisure rides 
and for work. It offers really 
good vision and is not too 
heavy. Keith Clarkson, 
Wakefield

HJC R-PHA 90S £419.99*
It’s unbelievably quiet, comfortable and has a built-in 
drop-down sun visor inside. There are intercom 
cut-outs and the top and back air flows are so good. 
Daniel Cooper, Rochester

FLIP-UP HELMETS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Simon Relph 10 months
As a motorcyclist, routine 
checks on my bike are 
second nature. And while 
most checks do not result 
in any action required, 

there’s one that nearly always needs 
acting upon. Tyre pressures. A slowly-
deflating tyre is very easily missed if you 
ride the bike every day, as I do. Yes, a 
hand or foot pump will do the job, but I 
don’t think you can beat a small electric 

tyre inflator. I have gone a bit 
heavy-duty on mine as I also use 
it when fitting new tyres and 
want to line up the beading. 
The Sealey H-D tyre inflator is 
just the job – it runs off a 12v 

battery via the 3-metre power 
lead with positive and negative 

clamps and it can provide up to 150psi. It 
comes in a neat storage bag with 
compartments to house the parts and 
attachments (adaptors for most 
inflatable items) including a quick-
release 4.5m long high-pressure hose 
with built-in gauge. Handy, portable, and 
easy to use.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
sealey.co.uk

‘Handy, portable 
and easy to use’

TEN 
MONTHS

Sealey Heavy-Duty 
Tyre inflator/mini air 
compressor £131.94

Brakefix motorcycle front 
brake lever jammer £9.99

Beefy enough to 
sort the beading 
as you fit tyres

Tested by Ben Clarke for eight 
months / 2000 miles
This lever protector from 
Evotech Performance 
was given a thorough 
test at a trackday this 

summer when a following rider missed 
their braking point and made contact 
with me on their way to the grass. I 
fitted the lever guard to the MCN fleet 
Kawasaki ZX-10R so that I could take 
it on track – it has become a rule that 
all bikes must have one before they are 
allowed on circuit. But since I never ride 

particularly close quarters with anyone 
on circuit, I didn’t expect to need to use 
it. But as I got ready to tip into Agostini 
at Snetterton, the rider behind scuffed 
along the outside of my bike. My lever 
and more importantly, my hand, were 
protected by the guard and a small 
scuff is all the evidence that anything 
happened at all. The kit comes with a 
matching replacement for the left bar 
weight, too.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.evotech-performance.com

‘Subtle and rock-solid’

2000 
MILES

Tested by Bruce for five years
This little gadget lives in my van 
alongside my tie-down straps 
and is quite simply used to jam 
the front brake lever 
on while a bike is 
being transported. 

It’s essentially an added layer 
of security to prevent the bike 
from moving around. It is easy 
to use and is universal to any bike 
with a conventional front brake lever. 
The rugged design allows the device to be placed 
around the lever and then the lever is squeezed 
enough to apply the brake and then the simple 
ratchet mechanism keep it in place. I’ve been 
using the Brakefix for over five years and it has 
shown no signs of wear or fatigue.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Mad4bikes.co.uk

‘Handy in the van’

FIVE 
YEARS

Evotech Performance Lever Protector £100

+

PROS & CONS

Amazing levels of grip, 
impressive wear rates

Hard to gauge wear, 
not great in the wet–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?
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