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Tester Richard Newland Time tested 3 
months/1200 miles
The trade-off between 
protection, comfort, style and 
versatility is one that rages 
almost every time we get on a 

bike. I’ve tried to get the options down to two 
set choices over the years: Jacket and jeans, 
or a textile suit. Even I can usually make a fast 
decision between only two options. 

My absolute default – even in winter when 
it’s dry – is riding jeans and a jacket, so having 
highly protective but comfortable jeans is 
crucial, especially as I often spend all day in 
them, either in the saddle or while wandering 
about having ridden to a destination. I’ve tested 
a large number over the years, and these Bull-
It jobbies are definitely in my top three (Draggin 
and Spidi make the other two on my podium). 

These Tactical Icon IIs were superbly 
comfortable from the moment I put them on. 
Much of that is thanks to the construction 
and stretchy feel of the material, and the fact 
that they’re single-layer, meaning they’re 

almost indistinguishable from normal jeans 
in terms of weight, flexibility and comfort. 
Where they differ, is that they’re certified AA 
rated for protection and, if you want to, they 
can be fitted with knee and hip armour as 
well. Personally, that’s one of my trade-off 
items, and I don’t have the armour fitted, but 
I have ridden with it fitted, and the armour 
is comfortable in position. The supplied 
protectors slot into sewn-in pockets within the 
jeans which fasten with Velcro closures.

The armour doesn’t move, sculps well, 
and doesn’t look cumbersome beneath the 
material. The armour is CE161 Level 2 at both 
knee and hip. And while the jeans are single 
layer, there is a mesh liner to knee height on 
the front and the aforementioned pockets for 
armour, but all the extra bits are integrated 
without rough seams or scratchy panels – 
so they don’t detract from the feeling of a 
lightweight jean. On the bike they offer a good 
connection to the seat – they’re not overly 
sticky or slippy – and are stretchy enough 
to offer some give. In hot weather they stay 

appreciably cool, and they’re just like a 
normal jean to walk around in.

They come in sizes 30-44 for men, 
with different leg lengths available. In 
my size, they’re ever so slightly large, 
so try them first. A ladies’ cut is also 
available (Tactical Icona II) in sizes 4-16. 

After 1200 miles and four washes 
they still look new, and I really like 
the detailing in terms of the 5-pocket 
design, branded button – and the use 
of a proper YKK zip. They look and feel 
(and perform) like a quality high-end 
garment, for a price that feels like 
exceptionally good value.

600 
MILES

‘The comfort of protection’

1200 
MILES

Bull-it Tactical Icon II jeans, £139.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Dan Sutherland, 600 miles  
on road and track
One of the biggest faffs at a 
trackday is getting a chest and 
back protector to sit right inside 
your leathers. This is no longer 

an issue with the Forcefield Tech 3, which 
incorporates a lightweight CE Level 2 back 
protector and two-piece chest pads inside to 
provide a comfortable under suit that holds 

the protection in place. It’s said to keep you 
cool in hot conditions and warm when 
the temperature drops. While I can’t 
comment on the chilly days, I have worn 
this on track in 25-degree-plus heat 

and it’s kept me cool except when really 
pushing hard. You don’t notice it when you’re 

riding – no bulky shoulder or waist straps to 
contend with. It’s a comfortable, compression-
fit design, with thumb holes in the sleeves 
to help you get your leathers on without the 
sleeves riding up. It’s also easy to keep clean, 
thanks to the removeable armour. 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.forcefieldbodyarmour.com

‘An undersuit 
that protects’

Forcefield Tech 3 Base 
Layer suit £189.99

Dainese Full Metal 6 Gloves 
£379.95 

Tested by Simon Weir for 2380 miles
I’ve just used these straps to 
secure my rollbag on a two-
wheeled tour to Switzerland. 
They were great: really fast 
to secure the bag each day, 

rock solid and tidy, with no flapping ends. 
The Wraptie is a single-ended strap of 
elasticated webbing with large strips of 
Velcro at regular intervals. They are soft 
on one side and have hooks on the other, 
meaning your bike’s bodywork is protected. 
Wrap it around a grabrail, pass it through 
its tough securing loop, then stretch it over 

your bag with ease. Passing it round the 
other side of the grabrail and twisting means 
the Velcro hooks can be paired with the soft 
patches, securing the bag in place. Using 
the Velcro to secure big bags in place was a 
little nerve-wracking at first, but they kept 
everything in place. I was amazed: sticking 
three patches together fastened the strap so 
securely I could push the bike around by the 
bag – which didn’t move an inch. It’s a simple, 
surprising and very effective system. Not to 
mention well-priced too!
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.realroads.co.uk 

‘Solid, easy to use straps’

Tested by Bruce Dunn four years/ 
25,000 miles
These top-of-the-range gloves have 
endured heavy use. The goatskin 
leather construction gives them a 
rich, supple feel. The titanium and 

carbon armour covering the knuckles 
doesn’t detract from comfort 
either. After four seasons of use 
they’re just starting to show 
signs of wear, largely down to 
a 105mph crash at Snetterton. 
The gloves withstood the impact 
and subsequent abrasion and remain 
intact with just minimal scuffing on the wrists 
and palms. The retail price is £379.95 but certain 
sizes and colors can be found at £261.25 - still 
expensive, but when you consider the punishment 
they can withstand I think they’re good value.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.dainese.com

‘They survived 
a 105mph crash’

25,000 
MILES

Wraptie Sport straps (130cm) £22

Five pockets are a handy addition

Protective, with 
the comfort of 
normal jeans

2380 
MILES

Knox waterproof over 
trousers £54.99

‘Perfect for 
light showers’
Tested by Saffron Wilson for 1250  

miles / 9 months
I really like these unisex water-
proofs. Whereas most waterproofs 
can be garish, these are more 
subtle, but do have the benefit of 

Reflectra on the legs so you can still be seen 
at night. They also pack down well and are a 
great addition to my essentials on 
any ride. I’ve been lucky enough 
to only need them a handful of 
times during the nine months 
I’ve had them, and on 99% of 
occasions they have seen me 
through well. 

Unfortunately, on my last trip 
out the heavens opened more than expected, 
and I was caught in a severe downpour that the 
trousers couldn’t quite cope with, leaving me 
with a damp seat-area (at least I was on my 
way home.) But, during short wet spells or light 
showers, the taped seams have kept the water 
out of the normal places and have worked a 
treat. To prolong their life, I think I’ll give them 
a go over with some waterproof spray and see 
how that affects them.

In terms of fit, the elasticated waistband 
means I can throw them over most trousers, but 
unfortunately even with the ankle gussets open I 
have to take my boots off to get the waterproofs 
on. They come in four sizes, XS/S, M/L, XL/XXL, 
3XL+ and the waistband has a lot of give, so no 
worries there. Also, while being worn, I would like 
a few more inches on the leg length. When seated 
and wearing ankle boots, there is a definite risk of 
water going into the top of the boot – something I 
experienced first-hand. But if you’re a long-boot 
wearer then this isn’t a problem.

When it’s cool rather than wet,they’ve proven 
to be a handy layer when the wind picks up. As 
a result, they kept me warm when needed, even 
when there’s not a cloud in the sky. They are 
usually £54.99, but I have seen them on sale 
recently, so you might be able to grab a bargain 
for summer showers. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.planet-knox.com

Detailing is pleasingly high-end

9 
MONTHS

Still like new 
after 1200 miles 
and four washes

The perfect 
companion for 
trackday riding

ESSENTIAL KIT LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?

+

PROS & CONS

Soft, pliable, comfortable and 
protective to a high standard

Try before you buy to ensure a 
good fit – mine came up large–


