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ESSENTIAL KIT

3100 
miles
ON TEST

11
months

ON TEST

Three 
months

ON TEST

Five
months

ON TEST

The leather and textile 
construction keeps the 
gloves soft and pliable 

Rugged zips 
and spacious

Stylish bike, 
stylish bags

Classic looks courtesy of Belstaff

‘Real cold comforters’
Macna Rafino RTX Heated Gloves £219.99 Wunderlich Legacy 

Courier Bags £539.90 and 
C-Bow Carrier £229.90

Knox Every 
Day Adventure 
rucksack £149.99

Tru-Tension 
PrimeShine TT78 Multi-
use spray 500ml £8

Belstaff 
Trialmaster £650

Twin visor wipes keep your vision clear

Tested by Justin 
Hayzelden for  
four months
Back in February I 
completed a 500-mile, 

18-hour weekend jaunt to the Conwy 
Motorcycle Club’s notorious Dragon 
Rally on a Honda Dax 125. I was 
expecting it to be cold and miserable, 
but instead I felt snug as a bug all the 
way thanks to these Macna Rafino 
heated gloves.

Although rechargeable battery 
packs are available (£119.99), I opted 
for the wire-to-bike system because  
I like the fail-safe backstop of not 
having to rely on battery life, plus you 
get a more effective 12V supply to fire 
up the heating elements, rather than 
the 7.4V provided by the batteries.

Warm up is very quick, and you can 
feel the toastiness within seconds. 
There’s a distinct step between each 

Tested by Gareth 
Evans for six 
months
This backpack has 
been ridiculously 

useful. I’ve been using it for the  
to commute to work, and putting it 
bluntly, it’s ginormous. I can fit my 
laptop and all accessories, plus gym 
kit including trainers all at once. 

It’s a ‘suitcase style’ bag, which 
means it opens like a clam and I can 
keep my smelly gym gear away from 
my electrical equipment. Its capacity 
is 25 litres but seems more because 
the design allows you to really 
maximise space. 

The shoulder and chest/abdomen 
straps are comfortable and very 
easy to adjust, and the laptop pocket 
is very easily accessible, which 
means you can get it out without 
opening the rather large main 
luggage compartment. 

It’s got a built-in waterproof cover 
for when the heavens open, too, but 
the bag has stood up to all conditions 
I’ve thrown at it without deploying it. 

The YKK zips feel very strong and 
the bag even has reflective detailing 
so you can be seen at night. It’s 
decent value, and so far it’s been 
hard to find any faults with it.

Tested by Adam 
Oldfield for five 
months
You wouldn’t think 
there is a lot to critique 

about a lubricant spray, except for 
when they fail bang in the middle of a 
job. A nozzle blocks, or a straw kinks, 
and that’s if you can find one in the 
first place. Irritating. This is not the 
case for Tru-tension’s PrimeShine 
TT78 multi-use spray, it felt like an 
endless supply, and not once did it 
fail or the gas run out before the 
lubricant. It’s a versatile spray, 
effective at penetrating stiff parts as 
well as leaving a decent protection 
layer after cleaning bits down.
MCN rating   
www.tru-tension.co.uk

Tested by Emma 
Franklin for nine 
months/2000 miles
An icon of motorcycle 
clothing, the Belstaff 

Trialmaster has graced the backs of 
superstar riders since the late 
1950s, with racing hero Sammy 
Miller even crediting his 11 British 
trials titles to the rainproofing 
benefits of waxed cotton.

Although the Trialmaster has been 
core to the Belstaff range for 
decades, it’s only within the past ten 
years that it’s transcended from 
an all-purpose (or dare I say 
it, fashion) jacket into 
dedicated motorcycling 
apparel, complete with 
D30 armour at the 
shoulders and elbows, plus 
whole-garment CE approval. 

Made from 6oz English 
Millerain waxed cotton, the women’s 
Trialmaster is certified to CE A for 
impact and abrasion, which is slightly 
disappointing given that the build 
quality feels robust and there are 
reinforced panels on the elbows and 
shoulders. The men’s jacket is made 
from slightly heavier 8oz fabric and is 
rated to the higher AA.

Despite a rather stiff feel from the 
outer material, the Trialmaster is 
extremely comfortable, thanks to 
thoughtful design touches, such as 
zipped gussets at the sides and 

expansion pockets behind the 
shoulders to allow for movement. 

Although abandoning synthetic 
textiles and membranes for waxed 
cotton initially felt like a leap of faith, 
the Trialmaster has kept my upper 
body completely dry during some 
horrendous downpours; rain simply 
beads off. This rain-repelling 
property boosts the jacket’s warmth, 

too, and the Trialmaster has 
kept my body cosy during 

springtime rides. The 150g 
removable thermal gilet 
has stayed in place during 
my whole time with the 

jacket and I haven’t felt the 
need to remove it for rides in 

warmer weather. There’s 
minimal ventilation courtesy of 
eyelets in the armpit, which perform 
well considering their small size. 

The Trialmaster is beautifully 
made, flattering to wear and garners 
no end of compliments, on bike and 
off. Plus, it performs perfectly in 
terms of its weather protection. It is 
a proper statement piece; a jacket 
that blurs the line between fashion 
and biking – and its price and value 
for money reflect this. 

Tested by  
Saffron Wilson  
for 2300 miles
Although the BMW 
R12 nineT is a heritage 

naked bike, for someone like me who 
travels all over, I’m always in need of 
a bit of luggage on the bike – and a 
backpack just isn’t enough. 

I opted for the Wunderlich Legacy 
bags as I thought their styling was in 
keeping with the BMW, and once they 
were on, I was pleasantly surprised.  
I expected them to clash with the 
bike’s lines and aesthetic, but they 
actually blend with the classic 
styling perfectly. 

I was also impressed with how 
cavernous they are. A laptop will fit 
in snuggly along with everything I 

needed for a day at the office. Note 
that they are only water repellent, so 
drybags are needed for full 
protection from the weather.

There’s no getting away from the 
fact that it’s quite pricey for the 
whole set up. But when you look at 
the price of OEM luggage from the 
manufacturer, along with the cost of 
the mounting frames, there isn’t a 
massive amount of difference in the 

grand scheme of things. The only 
thing I would have liked to be 
included with the panniers is a 
shoulder strap of some sort. After 
all, getting them off and on the bike 
is super easy and they look great, 
too. The quality is superb, and even 
with everything the weather could 
throw at them, they still looked fab.

of the four settings, with the highest 
only really being necessary for short 
bursts when the wind chill sends 
temperatures tumbling. Coverage is 
as comprehensive as it needs to be, 
right down to the ends of my fingers 
and along the outside edges, where 
your hands are particularly 
vulnerable to the cold.

Control via the manual button is 
easy enough, however the Rafino also 
has Bluetooth built in for syncing via 
the Macna app. Multiple items can be 
connected and controlled, either 
individually or in groups, and there’s 
also a timer function for limiting 
duration. And before you ask, the 
index fingertips are touchscreen 
friendly, so you don’t have to take your 
gloves off to change the settings.

Winter gloves, even heated ones, 
can often be too chunky, but that’s not 
the case here, as the Rafino maintain 

enough dexterity and sensitivity for a 
confident squeeze on the levers and 
tangible feedback from buttons. 

I have been caught in torrential rain 
on numerous occasions and they have 
yet to suffer from any leaks. A ‘water 
exhaust’ under the wrist allows any 
moisture trapped between the outer 
layer and membrane to escape, 
effectively preventing the breathable 
element from getting overwhelmed 
when the outer eventually wets 
through. The twin visor wipers, one on 
each index finger are invaluable.

If you ride all year round, you’ll 
know that it’s impossible to put a 
price on keeping your hands warm, 
dry and protected, which is why I think 
the Rafino are excellent value, even at 
full RRP. For that run to the Dragon 
alone they’ve been worth the money, 
but add to that the fact that I’ve used 
them day in, day out over the past four Heat can be adjusted via Bluetooth

+

PROS & CONS

Light and flexible, four 
distinct heat setting 

After 3100 miles, I honestly 
cannot fault them–

Clever design stops moisture build up

MCN rating 
macna.com

MCN rating   
www.planet-knox.com

MCN rating 
www.belstaff.com

‘Ridiculously 
functional

‘Get primed  
and shined’

‘It’s a proper 
statement’

‘Style and 
substance’

MCN rating  
www.nippynormans.com

s s s s s

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 
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months on my 100-mile round trip 
commute to the office, through 
thunderous rainstorms, blustery 
gales and freezing fog, and you’ll 
start to get the picture. They’ve been 
relentlessly splashed with salty road 
grime and still come up looking like 
new, staying soft, flexible and 
comfortable come what may.

Summer may well be on the 
horizon, but in a weird way I’m already 
looking forward to next winter.

Nine 
months

ON TEST

‘I used them on a 
500-mile jaunt 
to the Dragon’




