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ESSENTIAL KIT

4500
miles
ON TEST

6000 
miles
ON TEST

30K+
miles
ON TEST

It’s sporty and 
simplistic

Race-cut but 
also practical

Everything 
you’ll need 
in a jacket

Top choice 
for women 
riders

Back protector 
would add value

It also zips to 
RST trousers

It’s tough and 
well designed‘Pricey but almost perfect!’

Alpinestars Faster V2 leather jacket £398.99

Richa Monza £229.99

RST Tractech Evo R 
Jacket £349.99 

DXR Kanelle £199.99

Richa Mugello 2 £429.99

DXR Tonka CE £124.99

Joseph would rather have a longer hem at the rear

Tested by Joseph Wright  
for six months
This jacket may not come with a 
cape, but it certainly makes the 
wearer feel like a superhero. Its 

comfort is influenced by both the motorcycle 
and the rider's preferred position, with a highly 
aggressive feel and required 45-degree bend 
in the arm, which gives you the sensation of 
being a racer on your way to your bike.

However, once you're riding, the firm 
multi-panel leather keeps you secure and 
inspires you to ride dynamically. The mesh in 
unexposed areas allows for easy manoeuvring 
lets you rotate and control the motorcycle 
beneath you. My only issue with the fit is that 
the back feels a little short on sportsbikes, 
which can leave your lower back exposed if 
you pair the jacket with regular riding jeans. 

The jacket's design strikes a perfect 
balance between sporty and simplistic, 
making it a versatile choice that looks great on 

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for three years
I don’t spend enough time on 
track to justify owning a 
one-piece suit, so a jacket that I 

can pair with leather strides for the odd spin 
around a circuit, as well as denim jeans for 
riding on the road, makes sense.

The RST Tractech Evo R is cut from the 
same pattern as the company’s race leathers, 
meaning pre-curved arms for a focused riding 
position, large stretch panels and a 
substantial hump for smoothing out airflow at 
speed. It also has a few useful additions in the 
way of pockets, and a mesh liner that helps 
wick sweat away in high summer.

There’s no scrimping on protection, as the 
Evo R has AAA certification and CE Level 2 
armour for elbows, shoulders and back. A 
chunky zip provides closure at the front and 
there’s a similarly substantial item for 
connecting to a bottom half, such as RST’s 
Tractech 4 leather jeans (£249.99). External 
TPU shoulder cups and replaceable elbow 
sliders complete the race ready look.

Tested by Alison Silcox  
for two months
This stylish jacket is made from 
1.2mm cowhide with a 
removable thermal liner, it’s 

been a great addition to my riding wardrobe, 
perfect for the seasonal change from winter 
rides to springtime sunshine. The faux fur 
collar is snug but when damp can be a little 
annoying. There are CE-approved protectors 
at the shoulders and elbows, plus a pocket for 
back protection. There are two external, 
zipped pockets and internal pockets in the 
jacket and lining, but the internal pockets are 
fractionally too small for my mobile phone. It’s 
great value; at just shy of £200 it’s priced 
keenly, but quality and comfort 
aren’t compromised. 
Available in sizes 8-20, zips 
at the hip ensure a snug fit 
and it comes up true to size. 

Tested by Dan Sutherland 
for one year
There’s no question this is an 
expensive jacket, but it’s 
high-quality, stuffed with 

comfy, supple D3O protection, and offers soft 
leather – plus a removable thermal lining for 
greater versatility. It also gets 
hard external shoulder 
protectors, and perforations 
for ventilation. It should 
come with a back protector 
for this price, though. 

It’s not a jacket for colder 
days without plenty of layers 
squeezed in underneath, but the 
cooling chill coming through the stretch 
panels of the arms is welcome in summer.

Tested by Stuart Prestidge 
for three months
For a leather jacket, including a 
back protector, to be comfy, 
stylish and protective for £125 

seems quite an ask, but DXR have nailed it. 
The thick leather has plenty of weight, there 

are shoulder and elbow pads with additional 
quilted padding, plus that back protector. 

There are three zipped 
pockets on the front, two 
inside pockets – one for a 
phone while the other is 
large enough for the biggest 
wallet. There is even a 
waterproof zipped inner 
pocket on the left chest area. 
Further practical features include 
an adjustable cuff, fixed mesh lining and a 
connecting loop for jeans. 

Tested by Richard Newland 
for five years
The Monza jacket is tough and 
highly durable, AA rated for 
protection, comes with D30 

elbow and shoulder armour (there’s a pocket 
to add a D30 back protector, available for an 
extra £39.99) and it works across a wide 
temperature range. It also looks good on 
anything from a retro to a sportsbike. 

I’ll wear it from 10 degrees up to sweltering 
temperatures, but at the top end of high 
summer it does get warm – mainly because 
it’s thick, not overly vented, and because the 

thin inner lining is surprisingly warm. 
The soft padded cuffs are comfortable in 

use, the cut of the neck doesn’t dig into your 
throat (always a bonus), the zips are all quality 
YKK items, and there are Velcro waist 
adjusters to accommodate over-consumption 
of fish and chips on runs to the coast. 

There are also two zipped outer pockets 
and two generous inner ones, plus a zipped 
inner chest compartment for smaller riding 
essentials (like your phone), too. Sadly now 
discontinued, with limited availability online.

modern and retro bikes. Over the course of 
4500 miles, I have come to appreciate the 
exceptional quality and durability of this 
jacket, and I believe that it is capable of 
withstanding years of regular use. 

Despite the numerous hours spent in the 
saddle, not a single stitch has come loose, and 
the jacket continues to look as pristine as the 
day I first wore it. 

The attention to detail is impressive. From 
the high-quality materials to precise stitching 
and construction, every aspect of the design 
exudes excellence. The fit is also impeccable, 
with every panel and contour expertly crafted 
to provide both comfort and functionality.

In terms of protection it boasts flexible 
elbow armour that extends along the entire 
length of the forearm and shoulder armour 
that’s enclosed in a hard outer slider. However, 
it's worth noting that this jacket does not 
come equipped with a back protector, which is 
a bit disappointing given its price tag of £400. 

While a back protector can be purchased 
separately for an additional £80, the cost 
pushes the total price close to £500.

The longer you wear the jacket, the more 
you appreciate its thoughtful design features, 
such as the soft fabric edge allowing you to 
lifesave like an owl and air vents that work like 
MotoGP brake disc scoops funnelling wind into 
the upper arm to stop you overheating.  

Overall, it’s a premium, durable item with 
exceptional quality and attention to detail. 

Airflow zippers let a little extra cooling breeze in

+

PROS & CONS

Leather and mesh combo, airflow 
zips are effective, soft collar.

Rear could be longer, price (as 
back protector isn’t included).–

Versatile 
styling with 
practical 
touches and 
well-crafted 
panels

Quality  Value  
oxfordaccessories.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.rst-moto.com

Quality  
Value  
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.nevis.uk.com

Quality  Value  
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

‘As practical as 
track gear gets’

‘No compromise’

‘Comfy, supple, 
sometimes chilly’

‘A lot for the cash’

‘It’s a leathery chameleon!’

Quality  Value  
www.nevis.uk.com

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

THE MCN SHOWCASE

WE RATE OUR 
LEATHER 
JACKETS

Nowhere to hide for six jackets  
to suit a range of tastes  

and budgets

● Fit and  
comfort rated

● Design, construction  
and CE scores rated
● 1000s of miles of  

road testing

500
miles
ON TEST

500
miles
ON TEST

1500
miles
ON TEST


