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RATED THE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

VENTING
Two vents at the front– mounted on
one side – and a rear vent mean there
is a controllable flow of cooling air.

Oxford’s Holton jacket feels 
slightly fitted in the main body 
with a popper-fastened 
collar and straight arms.

It features two relief stripes 
on the sleeves – black on this 
brown example and ivory on 
the black‑bodied jacket – and 
Oxford’s 50th anniversary 
patch on the arm.

It also has stretch panels 
behind the shoulders to allow 
for movement when reaching 
for the handlebar, as well as 
four external pockets with a 
single Napoleon internal one.

The jacket has an overall 
CE rating of AA – like the 

The Merlin Alton II is a soft 
and supple jacket with a 
waxy external finish.

The inner lining is mesh for 
airflow and it comes with a 
sleeveless thermal liner. The 
liner has one proper pocket 
and a pass-through slot to 
one in the main jacket, with 
another beneath the liner’s 
proper pocket.

Small gussets behind the 
shoulders allow you to reach 
forward to the handlebar 
without undue pressure or 
tension across the back. 

It has a CE rating of AA 
and comes with Level 1 D3O 
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Material Full-grain leather
Weight (inc back protector) 3020g
CE rating AA
Armour rating Level 2
Back protector included?  
£21.99 (Level 1), £29.99 (Level 2)
Removable thermal liner? 
Pockets (inside) 1
Pockets (outside) 4
Adjustment N/A
Vents N/A
Size tested L
Colours Black, brown
Sizes S-3XL

Material Aniline leather
Weight (inc liner and back 
protector) 2710g
CE rating AA
Armour rating L1
Back protector included? 
£37 (Level 1)
Removable thermal liner?  (vest)
Pockets (inside) 3
Pockets (outside) 2
Adjustment Hem
Vents 2 (front), 3 (rear)
Size tested UK42
Colours Black, brown, oxblood
Sizes UK38-UK50

BEST FOR
PRICE

Oxford Holton £279.99
‘A bit stiff but great value’
www.oxfordproducts.com

Merlin Alton II D3O £299.99
‘Lightweight, flexible and great venting’
www.merlinbikegear.shop
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others on test – and comes 
with Level 2 armour in the 
shoulders and elbows but 
doesn’t include a back 
protector – although, buy 
one and it’s still the cheapest 
jacket on test.

It has a heavyweight feel 
– despite the scales showing
it weighs the same as the
Spada – and the YKK main zip
makes the front slightly stiff.

Putting it on, it feels chunky 
and heavyweight but the fit 
is quite nice. The sleeve 
length feels just right and the 
stretch panels on the rear 
make movement very easy 

armour in the shoulders and 
arms but no back protector, 
which dented confidence a 
little; the optional D3O Viper 
Stealth Level 1 armour is £37. 
It also has perforated leather 
under the arms, plus two 
front-mounted vents and 
a rear exhaust vent.

Putting the jacket on, it is 
a very nice fit; snug under 
the arms without being tight, 
and the armour falls in the 
right place despite being 
adjustable if necessary.

The sleeves are spot on 
when wearing it standing, 
but if anything they can be 

with no pulling across the 
back. On the bike, it has a 
stiff feel to it and the body 
is slightly long, so the zip 
pushes down into the groin 
and up into the chin, lifting 
it off the shoulders slightly. 
However, that also means 
it doesn’t gape if you lean 
forward when riding.

When moving, there is 
some airflow around the 
neck, although stiffness here 
also makes it difficult to 
open up. Other than this, 
there is no appreciable 
airflow, meaning it is best 
suited to chillier rides.

slightly short if you have to 
reach forward to distant 
bars – with a resulting gape 
at the wrist.

In use, it is lovely – soft, 
flexible and with no pressure 
anywhere. It doesn’t push 
up into the chin or down into 
the groin.

The difference in fit 
between the liner in and out 
is marginal. The liner staves 
off chill and cooling airflow 
is nice with the vents open. 
But with the liner removed 
airflow is excellent thanks to 
the front vents, perforated 
leather and exhaust vent.

VERDICT
There’s a bit of an old-school 
feel to the Oxford; it is stiff 
and heavyweight but should 
do well in colder conditions.

VERDICT
Super-soft, supple and 
flexible, works with and 
without the liner, and has a 
contemporary look and feel.

‘No appreciable airflow, 
so better for chilly rides’

‘With the liner removed 
airflow is excellent’ Chest pockets 

are for storage, 

not venting

 Good-sized internal 

pocket – and accessible 

through liner when fitted

 Sleeve length is ‘just right’ for Jim

 Twin front vents  to help you keep 
your cool

MAIN ZIP
The chunky YKK main zip is
concealed for a smooth look
and to protect tank paint.




