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ESSENTIAL KIT

3100
miles
ON TEST

500
miles
ON TEST

1500
miles
ON TEST

3750
miles
ON TEST

5000
miles
ON TEST

Fit is spot on 
and comfort is 
hard to beat

Barely 
resembles  
bike kit at all

Secure shorties 
for summer 

Quick to fit 
and it works 
perfectly

Rugged phone 
alternative

The armour 
is CE Level 1 

‘Cloud nine commuting’
Dane Nimbus 2 Gore-Tex jacket £1149

4SR Monster Evo gloves £65

Richa Titan 2 £159.99

MachineArt Avant 
Fender Extender £74.90

Chigee AIO-5 Play 
Smart Riding Display 
£305

You can pair  
it with Dane’s 
matching strides

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for five months
The Nimbus 2 Gore-Tex is the 
second generation of Dane’s 
flagship textile, and paired with 

the firm’s Lyngby Air 2 trousers (£669.99) 
makes a smart looking and well spec’d 
all-season suit. It’s aimed at the touring 
market, which by extension covers 
commuting. I’ve put it to the test day in, day 
out on my 100-mile round trip to the office. 

If you’re going to be spending a lot of time in 
a jacket, it’s important to get the fit right – I’m 
a 40in chest and the EU size 50 is bob on. Cut 
is excellent and as a garment it hangs 
perfectly on my frame, needing just a slight 
cinch on the belt to snug it around my waist. 
The armour sits exactly where it should and is 
all Level 2, including the back protector. 

Although the Nimbus doesn’t have flex or 
accordion panels as such, there’s plenty of 
stretch in the outer shell thanks to ‘Gore-Tex 

Tested by Steve Herbert-
Mattick for three months
“Aren’t you going to put a proper 
jacket on?” my wife asks as I 
take one of our nippers out for 

their first pillion ride, “You don’t look safe.” It’s 
a fair comment when a black hoody is 
something I often wear during the day. But this 
is far from riding in boardies and flip-flops in 
summer. This discrete, vegan-friendly zip-up 
jumper with its detachable soft shell hood 
also packs an impressive AA safety rating and 
D30 Level 1 shoulder, elbow and back 
protectors into its thick, poly-cotton fabric. As 
far as riding kit goes, it’s the real deal. 

Waterproofing? Forget it. And while the 
fabric is as windproof as a sieve it can get hot 
on warm days when you’re moving slowly in 
traffic or waiting at lights. The outer pockets 
are secured by a single popper each so are 
best not used for carrying phones and keys. 

It’s as comfortable as the cosiest of casual 
jumpers but offers decent protection too, 
making it ideal for shorter rides when – for 
styling or comfort reasons – you don’t want to 
be stuck with a trad bike jacket all day. But it 
does take a bit of getting your head around 
that you’re wearing proper kit. A useful 
addition if you’re after something different.

Tested by Richard Newland 
for three months
I’ve used an Avant on an 
R1200GS, R1250GS, and now 
the R1300GS, because they’re 

so good that you’d be mad not to fit one. The 
increased area (6in longer and 1.25in wider 
than the fender) makes a significant difference 
to the amount of detritus being flung from the 
front wheel straight into the BMW’s big flat 
front engine plate. The fit is absolutely 
perfect, too. Simply add the protective film to 
the fender, slide the Avant into place, and 
tension the two gripping retainers – one on 
each side. And that’s it. No drilling, cutting or 
sticky pads. And that also means 
that you can remove it and 
reuse it without leaving any 
marks or damage. 

Tested by Joseph Wright  
for six months
After wrecking two iPhones due 
to excessive vibrations on my 
bike, I decided to invest in a 

more rugged display unit. I chose the Chigee 
AIO 5 Play, which offers Apple CarPlay, 
allowing it to handle everything my phone did, 
but with much more durability.

The unit comes with a 5in touchscreen,  
a universal bar mount, and two 
power options. You can either 
connect it to your bike’s 
battery or, if you have a USB 
port (as on my Royal Enfield 
Himalayan 450), you can 
power it that way. Setup is 
simple – you pair the screen 
with your phone once, and it 
connects automatically every time you start 
your bike. No need to pull your phone out!

Having used the Chigee AIO 5 Play for six 
months, I’ve experienced zero glitches. It’s 
fast, clear, and intuitive – if you're familiar with 
your phone, you’ll feel right at home with this 
device. The unit allows you to quickly switch 
between screens using either the buttons on 
top or the touchscreen, which works 
flawlessly even with motorcycle gloves. 
Whether you're navigating with apps like 
Waze, controlling music through your 
intercom, or answering calls, the AIO 5 Play 
handles it all seamlessly. Best of all, it offers 
peace of mind – particularly when off-roading, 
where durability is key.

The unit itself is robust. After months of 
exposure to motorway vibrations, long days in 
the sun, and some serious off-road 
adventures, it still looks and works like new. 
However, I do recommend getting a screen 
protector; mine cracked, but that was better 
that than damaging the main unit. The only 
weak point is the mounting system, which 
struggled to stay in place during off-road rides 
– I’m currently exploring an upgrade.

Chigee offer accessories such as cameras
and tyre pressure monitors, though the tyre 
sensors were disappointing. They’re tricky to 
set up and leaked air, which was a letdown 
(literally). Overall, the Chigee AIO 5 Play is 
well-priced compared to rivals. It’s a perfect 
replacement for phone navigation and a great 
addition to any bike, despite the minor issue 
with the mounting system. For everyday 
riders, it’s a solid investment.

Tested by Carl Stevens for 
six months
Summer gloves are great, 
thanks to just how comfortable, 
light and practical they are for 

those shorter rides. The Monster Evo offerings 
from 4SR have been spot on for this, packing a 
good mixture of security, breathability and 
comfort. Not only do they look smart, but 
they’re easy to get on thanks to the amount of 
space in the wrist opening but they also feel 
secure with a big chunk of Velcro to close 
them, which is reassuring – although for those 
more spirited rides, a little more armour in the 

knuckle area would be nice. However, that’s 
not really what they’re made for and although 
summer already feels like a distant memory, 
there’s still the odd sunny day out there and 
I’m still wearing these, even though the 
perforation allows for good air flow, which is 
better suited for really warm days. One thing 
to note is that even though they’ve been 
soaked through on multiple occasions, the 
colour of the waxed goatskin hasn’t run onto 
my hands once, which is a good sign of quality. 
Oh, and the touchscreen thumb is handy.

Gecko’, an elastic variant of the breathable 
laminate. It’s in all the right places to ensure 
you get full and free movement both on and off 
the bike. There’s very little stiffness to the  
AA-certified construction in general, which 
makes the Nimbus feel very light to wear. 

Inside is a 3D mesh liner that sits smoothly 
against the skin or a base layer. In warmer 
weather this perforated layer helps circulate 
air, thus enhancing the wicking effect of 
whatever you’re wearing underneath. The 
vents themselves, one for each biceps, two on 
the chest, plus one horizontally across the 
back, allow plenty of breeze to blow through, 
but it’s a shame there’s no way of holding them 
open for extra airflow when it gets really hot. 

A zip-in thermal layer comes into play for 
colder weather, but I haven’t really had the 
opportunity to test this yet. I’ve been happy 
enough when temperatures have dipped into 
single figures on chilly mornings, but how it 
fares once winter properly sets in remains to 

be seen. My only niggle so far is that the hand 
warmer pockets are bit small. 

The use of laminated triple layer Gore-Tex, 
combined with a water repellent treatment, 
has proved impenetrable to rain, and I’ve worn 
the Nimbus for sustained motorway blasts in 
conditions I’d normally throw on an oversuit 
for. A nice touch is the 12cm storm cuff inside 
the sleeves, also made of Gore-Tex, which 
prevent moisture wicking up, along with an 
effective storm collar to seal the neck.

AA-rated and all the armour is CE Level 2

+

PROS & CONS

Waterproofing is exceptional, it’s 
light for an AA-rated jacket

Chest vents can’t be held open. 
Handwarmers are too small–

Quality zips 
and laminated 
Gore-Tex keep 
you dry in  
the worst of 
downpours

Quality  Value 
www.dane.eu

Quality  Value 
www.nevis.uk.com

Quality  
Value 
www.nippynormans.com

Quality  Value 
chigee.com

‘Not your usual’

‘Defeat road crud’

‘I’m getting 
Chigee with it’

‘Great for those warmer days’

Quality  Value 
www.4sr-leathers.co.uk

★★ ★ ★ ★

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good Average  Poor 

READ OUR LATEST IN-DEPTH KIT REVIEWS
Go online now: www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-kit


