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ESSENTIAL KIT

3750
miles
ON TEST

1500 
miles
ON TEST

5363
miles
ON TEST

150k
miles
ON TEST

Never get cold 
on a ride again

No weird lumps 
and bumps…

Lightweight 
and comfy kit

Rugged but more 
hefty than lite…

They are light 
but protective

‘Making every ride a hot one’
KEIS J505RP Extreme jacket & Heat Controller £225

Five RS3 EVO WOMAN £44.99

Motojean Straight Blue 
Riding Jeans £99.99

Daytona Roadster 
GTX boots £449.99

Litelok Core Moto £199

Set it to ‘Hi’ and the heat reaches nuclear proportions

Tested by Richard Newland 
for four months
Heat, glorious heat. In the 
depths of winter, it’s impossible 
to overstate how welcome the 

enveloping warmth emanating from this 
jacket really is. Every ride, whether a 
20-minute commute or a 500-mile day is 
transformed by the simple action of plugging 
in and setting the degree of toastiness desired.  

This gear from Keis (say Kice) is the hottest 
in their range, delivering a claimed 25% more 
output than their J501RP from a full-sleeved 
fleece-like jacket designed to be worn beneath 
normal kit. While you can use their most 
powerful battery packs for a wireless solution, 
I use the battery connection loom, and plug-in 
to the bike. This means no range anxiety, no 
recharging, and a limitless supply of heat. You 
can run it from some cigarette-style power 
points, but not all as the draw (circa 6.5Amp) 
is greater than some bikes’ outlet ratings.

Tested by Jim Moore  
for four months
When I first tried ‘motorcycle’ 
jeans about 15 years ago, I didn’t 
like them. I found them bulky, 

heavy and uncomfortable. On top of that they 
looked awful, with awkward, poorly-fitting 
armour creating lumps and bumps. 

These straight-cut riding jeans from 
Motojean have changed my mind. Not only are 
they as comfortable to wear on and off a bike 
as regular jeans (the supple Level 2 CE-rated 
armour moulds to your knees and hips as it 
absorbs body heat, so you barely know it’s 
there), but they also – crucially – look like 
normal jeans, instead of Kevlar pantaloons.

They’re also light, being single-layer denim 
(AA rated for abrasion), and the fit is 
comfortable thanks to the material’s in-built 
stretch. Obviously, they don’t offer the 
protection of leather, but they’re certainly 
more robust than High Street jeans.

There are five pockets, a YKK zip, and the 
overall construction has shrugged off 1500 
riding miles and a 30°C wash so far without 
fault. Sizes range from 30in-44in waist, with 
short-, regular- and long-leg options. 

Tested by Simon Weir for  
12 years/150,000 miles
When I got these boots, they 
were £350 a pair. While I was 
instantly impressed by their 

comfort, build quality and waterproofing,  
I quietly thought the price was a bit steep. Fast 
forward 12 years and, even with the £100 
price rise, I now know that as well as being 
exceptional boots, they’re exceptional value.  
I do a lot of miles but at least half the time,  
I wear these Daytonas. They have great feel 
and are unfailingly comfortable. They have a 
tough toe-box, a solid shin plate and an 
adjustable leather upper with two zips. Being 
Gore-Tex, they’ve always kept 
my feet dry. Even after all 
these miles, they have loads 
of life left in them too.

Tested by Dan Sutherland  
on four bikes
I’m a full-time worrier and the 
thought of some toerag making 
off with my pride and joy in the 

middle of the night sends a shiver down my 
spine. To ease my troubled mind, I’ve tested 
countless chains and disc locks, from tiny 
pocket-sized devices to hefty chains that are a 
real workout to muscle around the garage. 

The £199 Core is said to offer something in 
the middle, with Litelok claiming it 
to be up to 50% lighter than a 
conventional chain, with the 
flexibility to be portable. 

It’s found a home on at 
least four bikes in our time 
together and can be yours in 
a choice of black, orange, or 
red – with the ability to clip them 
together for more length, should you need to.

Available in three standard sizes and 
scoring a Sold Secure Gold award for theft 
protection, it’s a simple case of unlocking the 
central clasp and threading it through the 
front or rear wheel. The keys are particularly 
small and can go missing easily in a cluttered 
garage, so be careful if you’re clumsy like me. 

The lock is fitted with a washable outer 
neoprene skin, which has never moved round 
over the fastener during use – something that 
can happen with traditional covered chains. 
It’s a good job that outer fabric is washable 
too, as it loves nothing more than collecting 
black splodges of grease from the back wheel. 

Greasy gunk aside, I can’t fault the spec and 
I have confidence in the product when I use it. 
The trouble is – despite the name – it’s not that 
light and the rigidity of the lock makes it very 
difficult to carry with you on the go. 

Even the smallest size is 2.45kg and I have 
now reverted to just using it at home, as I 
cannot get it to fit in a rucksack on the go. 
Litelok say it will fit in a topbox, but if you’re 
like me and don’t use one, it becomes a bit of  
a one-trick pony.

Tested by Saffron Wilson  
for 12 months
These RS3 Evos are ideal for 
summer riding or cruising 
around town. Comfort is at the 

forefront of the design with 3D mesh inserts 
over the wrist for ventilation, one-way stretch 
areas, and Neoprene wristband. They’re easy 
to pull on and off, and I was pleasantly 
surprised with the fit. The touch screen 
system works well and with CE approval and 
TPR hypothenar palm slider, you have 
adequate protection.

After 5000 miles of almost non-stop riding 

in America the gloves still look great. The 
colour is just as vibrant, no stitching has 
loosened but there are a few strands of broken 
elastic that now poke out. Don’t get me wrong, 
they can ride another 5000 miles – a great 
result considering they are 100% vegan. 

I tested the burgundy colour, but the range 
also includes block colours of grey and black, 
a black and white design and a pink flower 
graphic too. Also, the RS3 Evo range is 
available for men as well, so no one  
need miss out. 

You will definitely need to use the heat 
controller (supplied with the jacket, otherwise 
£37.50). Without it, you’ll be too hot on any day 
when the temperature is above -5°C. The heat 
is near instantaneous, too – wrapping you in 
duvet-like comfort after just a minute of use.

The IP65 rated water-resistant heat 
controller plugs into a connector mounted 
inside one of the jacket’s pockets, and sticks 
out the bottom of your outer jacket to allow 
easy access on the move. The three-stage 
heat settings go from a warming glow (green 
light) through to pretty damn warm (orange) 
and tops out at nuclear (red). And if you’re off 
the bike, the controller can be stowed in the 
pocket, as can the connection lead (in its own 
compartment) and the sleeve connectors for 
Keis’ heated gloves (there’s also a connector 
for their heated trousers, too). 

The J505RP is about as bulky as a fleece, 
and I find that removing my textile jacket’s 
thermal liner results in a perfect fit. The only 

pinch-point is that the bulk at the cuffs means 
wearing gloves under your outer sleeves can 
be a tight squeeze. The web of heated Micro 
Carbon Fibre elements is all-encompassing, 
meaning your torso, arms and even collar are 
all heated. The soft-shell fabric is beautifully 
comfy and doesn’t snag on your outer 
garment, it’s washable, breathable (so you 
don’t get sweaty), and the array of pockets 
means it’s great for wallet, keys, mobile, and 
as a jacket off the bike, too.

The jacket itself is no bulkier than a typical fleece

+

PROS & CONS

Comfy, warm in itself, and 
glorious when pumping heat

It’s a lot of money, but if you ride 
in winter it’s invaluable–

Plug in and 
you’ll not run 
out of that 
welcome 
warmth

Quality  Value  
www.keisapparel.com

Quality  Value  
www.motojean.com

Quality   
Value  
www.bikerheadz.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.litelok.com

‘AA-rated safety’

‘They’re worth it’

‘Tough – but not 
ideal on the go’ 

‘5000 miles of riding use and abuse’

Quality  Value  
five-gloves.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

1
year

ON TEST

Simple to use and the mechanism works well


