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ESSENTIAL KIT

1900
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ON TEST

3000
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5000
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3000
miles
ON TEST

2500
miles
ON TEST

No more numb, 
cold fingers

Stick a hand in 
and they warm 
up. Magic!

Plug in and 
get the glow

Button is backlit 
and chunky

Alpinestars HT-7 Heat Tech Drystar gloves £379.99

Keis G601 heated 
gloves £210

Five HG3 £249.99

Keis B501W 
bodywarmer £100

Macna Centre heated 
mid-layer £209.99

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for nine months
The G601 is Keis’ range topping 
heated glove and can be 
powered by either an optional 

battery pack or by connection to the bike. I 
chose the latter because I also have a Keis 
heated vest and both garments can be hooked 
up together to draw power from a single point, 
in my case the 12v accessory socket on my 
Triumph Sprint. Three heat levels are 
available, selected by a chunky backlit button 
on the back of each hand. It glows different 
colours depending on the setting and is easy 
to operate even when tucked under a sleeve. 
Warm up is rapid, and it only takes a few 
seconds to feel heat from the micro carbon 
heating panels on the uppermost part of the 
hand and along the tops of the fingers. They’re 
so effective that I’ve only had to use the full 
power setting once, when temperatures 
dropped to -2°C. The 3M Thinsulate lining 
helps massively in retaining warmth and is 
lightweight enough not to restrict dexterity. 
The fingertips aren’t touchscreen friendly 
(although I’ve rectified that with some Oxford 
‘Smart finger’ stick on pads). 

Tested by Steve Herbert-
Mattick for three years
Back in February I wrote about 
these gloves, giving them five 
stars for quality and value. 

Deservedly so, because they’d never let me 
down. Unfortunately, that’s no longer the 
case. On a recent very cold and wet ride, the 
left glove began to draw in water from the 
leading edge of the forefinger. It wasn’t long 
before the palm was saturated, cold and the 
heating element did little to help. It made my 
heated grips uncomfortable to hold, too. If 
you’ve ever grabbed a baking tray out of the 
oven with a wet tea towel, you’ll know what I 
mean. The lining has also come 
away from the wrist on the 
right glove and has holed 
now as well.

Tested by Emma Franklin for 
three winters/3000 miles
Featuring stretch panels down 
the flanks, the B501W fits 
snuggly when worn over base 

layers and beneath an outer jacket. Although 
not bulky, the outer layer is thick enough to act 
as a windproof barrier, meaning it’s effective 
even when it’s not turned on. Like all Keis kit, 
the B501W can be powered direct from the 
bike’s 12V power source, or by using one of the 
optional battery packs (£39-£63) 
– the beauty of these is that it 
makes the vest even more 
versatile. I also use it with 
the optional power 
controller (£35) which gives 
three heat settings, as it can 
get a little too toasty when 
used without. It’s now in its third 
season of use and both looks and performs 
just as it did when it was new. Build quality is 
first rate and the heating elements come with 
a lifetime guarantee. 

This version’s currently discounted in some 
sizes to just £100 – which makes it even more 
heart-(and body)-warming! 

Tested by Ben Clarke 
for 18 months
You can run this kit off 
your bike’s battery and 
stay toastie for as long as 

you need. I’m yet to find the 
conditions that call for the 
maximum heat setting, 
even in freezing 
extremes. Best of all, you 
can link the jacket to the 
matching trousers which, 
in turn connect to the Lava 
heated socks. If you have a 
pair of heated Macna 
gloves, these can be 
linked too for a suit of 
thermal armour.

Tested by Michael Neeves 
for one year
Even without their hand-
warming properties 
Alpinestars’ HT-7 Heat Tech 

Drystar gloves are warm, waterproof and 
rugged. Made from a mix of textile and goat 
leather you turn them on via buttons on the 
cuff, but they also have sensors inside to 
detect your hands slipping in/out and turn on/
off automatically. The system appears to be 
operated by witchcraft and works perfectly, 
although they can get confused if you faff 
around to get them on. Heat levels are 

controlled either on the glove (low, medium, 
high) or fine tuned via an Alpinestars app, 
where you can also view the battery status. 
Heating elements run the length of the fingers 
and the gloves are insulated to keep the 
warmth in. Set on low, which is all you need to 
keep out the cold, the battery lasts around 2.5 
hours. If it’s particularly grotty I wear a pair of 
overgloves on top for the ultimate in 
toastiness. Their only real downside is that 
they don’t have a rubber visor wipe for  
rainy conditions. 

Quality  Value  
keisapparel.com

Quality  
Value  
five-gloves.com

Quality  Value  
www.keisapparel.com 

Quality  
Value  
www.macna.com 

‘Sub-zero heroes’

‘Time has  
taken its toll’

‘You won’t want 
to ride without it’

‘I’m yet to need 
the max setting’

‘Warm, waterproof and rugged’

Quality  Value  
www.alpinestars.com

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good  Average  Poor 

Fleece material 
is comfortable 
and not too bulky

‘Fend off winter’s harshest bite’

The controller is an essential for regulating the output

Tested by Richard Newland 
for 12 months
It’s impossible to overstate how 
welcome the enveloping 
warmth of this jacket is. Every 

ride, whether a quick 20-minute commute to 
the office or a 500-mile day in the saddle is 
utterly transformed by the simple act of 
plugging in and setting your preferred degree 
of toastiness from green, orange and red. It 
brings a whole new meaning to ‘plug ’n’ play’. 

The J505RP Extreme is the hottest in the 
Keis range, delivering a claimed 25% more 
output than their J501RP (£200), offering a 
full-sleeved fleece-like jacket designed to be 
worn beneath your normal bike kit. While you 
can use their most powerful battery packs for 
a standalone low-heat solution, I use the 
provided battery connection lead (or the 12v 
plug connection when hopping between bikes), 
and plug-in direct to the bike to power every 
ride. This means no range anxiety, no concerns 

over remembering to charge up, and a 
limitless supply of heat. Be aware that some 
cigarette-style power points can’t cope with 
the circa 6.5Amp draw, so check the rating.

The jacket comes with an optional heat 
controller as part of the package (£38 
separately). Without it, you’ll be significantly 
too hot. The heat is near instantaneous – 
wrapping you in a duvet-like blanket of 
warmth after just a minute of use. The IP65 
rated water-resistant heat controller plugs 
into a connector mounted inside one of the 
pockets, and sticks out from the bottom of 
your outer jacket to allow easy access. 
Three-stage heat settings go from a warming 
glow (green light) through to pretty damn 
warm (orange) and tops out at nuclear (red). 
And if you’re off the bike, the controller can be 
stowed in the pocket, as can the lead (in its 
own zipped compartment) and the sleeve 
connectors which can be deployed to plug into 
Keis heated gloves (there are also connector 

points for heated trousers). The J505RP is 
about as bulky as a fleece, and I find removing 
my textile jacket’s thermal liner results in a 
perfect fit. The only pinch-point is that the 
bulk at the cuffs makes wearing gloves under 
your outer sleeves a tight squeeze.  

The web of heated Micro Carbon Fibre 
elements is all-encompassing. It’s washable, 
breathable, and the array of pockets means 
it’s great for wallet, keys, mobile, and as a 
jacket off the bike, too. 

Micro Carbon Fibre for all-encompassing warmth

+

PROS & CONS

Comfy, warm in itself, and 
glorious when pumping heat

It seems like a lot of money, but if 
you ride in winter it’s invaluable –

Quality wiring 
can connect to 
Keis gloves 
and trousers 
for all-over 
heating

Quality  Value  
www.keisapparel.com

THE MCN SHOWCASE

 WINTER KIT
HEATED 

GEAR
Switch on and banish the  

cold. But which really  
delivers?     

● Fit and  
comfort rated

● Design, construction  
and CE scores rated
● Tested in British 
winter conditions

KEIS J505RP Extreme jacket & heat controller £240

5500
miles
ON TEST


