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Tested by Richard Newland,  
five months
If you want something 
that looks like you’ve got 
a wheel clamp attached 
to your disc, then this 

probably isn’t for you – but if you want 
a highly portable tough and noisy disc 
lock that’s Sold Secure Motorcycle 
Gold standard certified, then read on. 

The XA14 is certainly compact, but 
it’s got the minerals to slow a thief 
down and if the light-fingered scumbag 
decides to have a good go at removing 
it, they’ll also have the 110dB siren to 
contend with. The lock feels solid and 
well-made, is attractively bold in bright 
yellow (black also available), comes 
with three very sturdy keys (and a key 
code in case you lose them all), and 
boasts a fat 14mm locking pin to keep 
it in place. Being small, it’s easy to slip 

into a tankbag, pannier or rucksack – 
although it’d be nice it if had its own 
little pouch to stow away in. You get 
a reminder cord, which I know from 
bitter experience should always be 
used, and the alarm battery is a USB 
rechargeable unit so you don’t need 
to buy a box of button batteries with 
it and can even charge it while riding 
if you have a power point on your bike. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.com 

FIVE 
MONTHS

TWO 
YEARS

Always 
use the 
reminder…

‘Small, loud and 
super-tough’ 

Tested by Ali Silcox, two years
What a difference this little 
attachment makes, when pumping 
up the tyres on certain bikes. I 
struggle to access the valves on my 
XMAX – tucked behind the brake 
disc and at a 90° angle 

makes it nigh on impossible to fit 
a pump. This little gem makes 
life so much easier. Attached 
to a short, flexible hose, the 
connector will fit to the valve on 
the tyre and link to my foot pump, 
which saves that aggravating 
moment when you struggle to connect the pump 
and let half the air out of your tyre! It’s just over a 
tenner and worth the investment. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.com 

Oxford XA14 alarmed disc lock £79.99

Oxford Valve 
Access Tool £10.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Simon Relph, 14 months
This is a great pocket-size USB plug-in 
charger. It’s great if you are out and about 
and need to charge a device. It 
plugs into the smaller 12mm 
din sockets, rather than the 
larger 18mm cigarette 
lighter. There are two 
USB outlets so you 
can charge more than 
one device at a time. 
Inbetween the two outlets 
is a red digital readout 
giving you the current 
status of your battery 
voltage; always handy!
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
bcbattery.co.uk

BS USB 12V din charger 
with voltmeter £22.99

‘A little gem, that 
makes life easier’

GoPro Hero 8 
£329.98
GoPros are not perfect for 
several reasons, but to 
my mind they’re the best 
overall. Chris Instone, 
Stourbridge

Drift Ghost XL 
£149.99
Brilliant picture, but not a 
very good app. Massive 
battery life though and it 
lasts all day. 
Dave Webb, Scruton

Olympus Tough 
TG Tracker  
£180-£260*
This rugged camera has 
inbuilt GPS. It was also 
cheaper than a GoPro. 
Dean Leith, Scarborough

Samsung Gear 
360 £60-£348*
I use this on an 
extendable pole at the 
back of my bike so I can 
film front or back. Chris 
Smith, Edinburgh

Techalogic DC-1 Dual £179.95
It’s fab, waterproof, has good battery life, and 
comes with a remote for your bars or wrist. It films 
both directions at once and is barely noticeable on 
the side of my lid. Janette Jolly, Suffolk

ACTION CAMERAS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Dan Sutherland, 1000 
miles, two months
I’m using the Spada 
Boulevard almost daily for 
two reasons. One, it’s light 
and comfortable and two, 

the cuffs are wide enough to take sporty 
gauntlet and thick winter gloves inside 
the sleeves. No other jacket I’ve tried in 
this segment swallows gloves like the 
Boulevard. That said, for all its lightness, 
you’ll need to wrap up with plenty of 
layers on cooler rides. This is despite 
Spada claiming it’s for those ‘who want 
to ride all year round without owning two 
jackets.’ Just shy of £130 is good value, 
especially as it includes a back protector 
as standard and claims to also be 
waterproof. Although it’s double-stitched 
and CE A rated, the fact it is so thin can 
make you feel a little exposed.  
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.spadaclothing.co.uk 

‘Comfortable,  
but very thin’

1000 
MILES

Spada Boulevard CE 
£129.99

Dainese Scout Evo 
GTX Lady £139.95

PROS & CONS

Lightweight, practical 
and great cuffs+
Not warm enough for 
cold rides and quite thin–

The wide cuff 
opening is a  
real plus point

Tested by Gareth Evans over  
600 miles
My Triumph Trident didn’t 
come with any optional 
extras, but one thing I did 
want was the ability to 

navigate, so step forward this handy 
combination geared specifically for 
bikes. The phone case has the firm’s 
simple 45-degree mounting system 
on the back, which I’m learning to use 
one-handed now. It takes moments 
to operate, and the case is barely any 
thicker than the other I use with my 
Pixel 5. I always forget to swap them 

over when I’m not using the bike. 
To attach it I got a handlebar 

mounting kit and a vibration damper. 
These couldn’t be simpler to install 
using the provided Allen key, and once 
I’d pick my orientation – landscape 
means more of the map – it was just a 
case of setting it up so I could access 
the bike’s keys. Firing up Google Maps, 
this little arrangement works brilliantly, 
and even better if you’ve got some 
earphones and voice control – just like 
my Cardo. No complaints from me. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   
www.quadlockcase.co.uk

‘Simple and oh-so effective’

600 
MILES

Tested by Saffron Wilson, three years
When I was looking for gloves 
three years ago, there were two 
major factors which I wouldn’t 
compromise on: they needed to be 
waterproof and warm. 

And I got exactly that. These have a 
Gore-Tex skin to keep your hands 
dry and leather palm for safety, 
as well as Primaloft thermal 
linings and Techno inserts on the 
knuckles and finger joints. With 
these inserts, you can still feel the bite 
of the clutch and move your fingers with minimal 
effort, and the protection is certified to safety  
CE Cat 2. Despite the thermal lining, I did on 
occasion have cold fingertips on longer journeys 
when the temperature dipped below zero.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.dainese.com

‘Bulk-free gloves’

7000 
MILES

Quadlock case for Pixel 5, motorcycle handlebar 
mount and vibration damper £62.90

+

PROS & CONS

Small, GOLD standard 
security, alarm is loud!

Looks deceptively 
weedy, no carry-pouch–

SUBSCRIBE 

NOW!
AND WE’LL SEND 

YOU AN XA14
See p23 for details

*U
SE

D/
RE

CO
M

M
IS

SI
ON

ED
 O

PT
IO

N
S 

AV
AI

LA
BL

E.
 P

RI
CE

S 
VA

RY
.


