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Defiant by 
name, defiant 
by nature…

120dB alarm is a 
definite bonus

Bright yellow 
thief repellant

Strong but it 
could be longer

Carry pouch  
is a nice touch

Kovix KCL8 Alarmed Chain Lock £85

Squire Defiant Disc 
Brake Lock £199

Oxford XA14 Alarmed 
Disc Lock £79.99

Abus Granit CityChain 
XPlus 1060 £180

Xena XX14  
£74.99

Tested by Carl Stevens for 
six months
It has never been more 
important to keep your 
machinery as safe as possible, 

and a good, solid disc lock is a great way to 
keep things secure. The Defiant Disc lock from 
Squire is a great option, achieving the very 
highest Sold Secure grading levels with 
Diamond Approval, meaning that it’s been 
designed to withstand the most brutal attacks 
including angle grinders and power tools. 

It feels incredibly secure and well-built, with 
a snug fitment to the brake disc. Yet even 
though the Defiant is impressively effective in 
its security, the best thing is that it’s small 
and weighs in at just 1.1kg, so it fits easily 
into a rucksack and isn’t noticeable either. 
The only real drawback comes in the form of 
the asking price, as on the one hand, £199 is 
a lot of money for a disc lock. Yet, it’s one of 

the most rugged locks I’ve ever used and if it 
saves your pride and joy, it’s worth every 
penny – and in today’s environment, you can 
never be too careful. 

Tested by Richard Newland 
for two years
The XA14 is a portable, tough, 
Sold Secure ‘Motorcycle 
Powered Cycle Gold’ certified 

lock with a shouty 110dB alarm built in.
Just compact enough to slide into a big 

jacket pocket, it is even better if you have room 
under the seat, in a tank-bag or rucksack. The 
main body is forged stainless steel and 
protects a sturdy 14mm locking pin. I’ve not 
yet found a bike that I can’t fit it to, and after 
two years of all-weather use the lock still 
feels like new. It’s bold in bright yellow – or 
more subtle if you take the black option. You 
get three sturdy keys; a reminder 
cord; and a USB lead to 
recharge the alarm battery 
– but no storage pouch. 

Tested by Steve Herbert-
Mattick since 2015
Heading off to go two-up touring 
in Europe in 2015, I wanted the 
reassurance of a decent lock 

and chain, without it adding too much weight 
or taking up too much room in my luggage.

Abus Granit chains have a solid reputation 
for providing top-quality security, and the 
CityChain XPlus weighs in at 2.1kg. With the 
highest security level (it is Sold Secure Gold 
but in the pedal cycle class), 
hardened steel lock body and 
XPlus anti-tamper barrel, I 
feel confident the 10mm 
hexagonal chain will 
withstand most attacks. A 
hard-wearing textile sleeve 
prevents the heavy-duty 
chain from damaging paint.

Although I do feel its weight, the CityChain 
is small enough to carry and after eight years 
of use, barring a few scuffs it’s still going 
(very) strong. It comes with two keys. 

The only problem is it’s length. At 70cm, I 
can barely get it round most bike’s front wheel 
and fork leg. Forget about locking to anything. 

Tested by Simon Relph 
for six years
For the past six years I 
have put my trust in this 
Xena XX14 disc lock with 

built-in alarm. The 14 in the title 
corresponds to the size in millimetres of 
the carbide-reinforced double locking pin 
that goes through your disc. Sizes 
available are 6, 10, 14 and 15mm, so 
there is something in the range to fit 
most machines. Now about that alarm… 
it makes me cower just thinking about it. 
The 120dB is highly offensive to the ear, 
and no doubt a great way to scare away 
any thief who has intentions of 
disappearing off with your bike.

Tested by Saffron Wilson for 
12 months
If you are after a reliable touring 
lock, you can’t go far wrong with 
this. It’s lightweight, 1.2m long 

and easy to use, once you get the hang of it. 
Plus there’s extra peace of mind from the 
integral alarm. As there is a later version of 
the lock, you can get one of these for a good 
deal if you do a bit of shopping around, and as 
the battery life is lengthy (a claimed 8-10 
months) you can keep it in your pannier or 

topbox for the summer riding season. Just 
bear in mind that the alarm isn’t rechargeable 
so you’ll have to change the battery instead. 
The chain is made from hardened steel and, 
while it’s not the chunkiest out there, the 
benefit is that you can transport it easily and 
secure your bike to a fixed object when you 
park up. And there is that 120dB alarm to 
scare away anyone who tries to disturb it. It 
has not been Sold Secure approved.

Quality  Value  
www.squirelocks.co.uk

Quality  
Value  
oxfordproducts.com 

Quality  Value  
mobil.abus.com/uk

Quality  Value  
www.xenasecurity.com

‘Costly but 
comforting’

‘Loaded and locked’

‘Feeling short 
chain-ged’

‘It’s small but  
very, very loud’

‘That’ll get attention!’

Quality  Value  
www.kovix-security.eu

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

Best threaded 
through spokes 
and the disc‘Gives green peace of mind’

British-made security that’s top notch

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for seven months
Environmentally friendly and 
security don’t necessarily go 
hand in hand, yet Litelok fuse 

them together in much the same way as the 
ceramic composite armour they use to make 
the X1 Moto D-lock so tough.

A ceramic composite is a material created 
from two or more elements with 
fundamentally different properties, giving a 
result that is greater than its parts. Litelok’s 
own special sauce for this is a trademarked 
recipe called ‘Barronium’ (after founder and 
CEO Professor Neil Barron, no doubt) and has 
been specifically developed to offer high 
resistance to angle grinder attacks.

The claim is that it deflects the energy from 
the grinding disc back on itself, and there have 
been several independent tests which seem to 
prove the point. For added protection against 
assault from cutters and croppers, the 

Barronium armour is fused to a high-tensile 
steel core, making chopping through it just as 
much of a challenge as cutting. 

Which brings me on to the environmental 
aspect. Litelok are a UK based firm and 
manufacture their security products at a solar 
powered facility in Wales. They also use a 
plant based ’eco-rubber’ for the X1’s coating 
and ship locks in a plain recyclable brown 
cardboard package, all in all a nice concession 
to the welfare of the planet.

The rubber coating has a soft, malleable 
feel which helps prevents damage to delicate 
parts like discs, wheels and fairing panels. 
This is something I really like as the X1 is most 
effective when threaded around spokes and 
through brake discs to give any would-be 
thieves a time consuming puzzle. The 
self-sealing silicone cover over the lock barrel 
to prevent water and grit getting inside is a 
well thought through feature too. 

I used to carry a substantial lock and chain, 

but it was an awkward and heavy lump to lug 
about. The X1 only weighs 1500 grammes (on 
my scales) and measures just 265 x 178mm, 
meaning I can chuck it in my topbox, tank bag, 
or any other piece of luggage.

It may be green in some respects, but 
there’s no concession to biodegradability 
where the security of the lock is concerned, 
and the Sold Secure Diamond rated Litelok X1 
Moto feels like it would outlast a major 
apocalyptic event or three.

+

PROS & CONS

Light weight, soft coating,  
Sold Secure Diamond rated

A storage pouch would be good 
for when stuffing in a rucksack–

Barronium is 
designed to 
wreck any 
cutting 
devices

Quality  Value  
Litelok.com

THE MCN SHOWCASE ● Design, 
construction  
and security  
scores rated

● Every lock used in 
 a range of real-world 

conditions

Litelok X1 Moto £149.99

7
months

ON TEST

SECURITY 
CRIME 

BUSTERS
Keep your bike safe from thieves  

when it’s parked up away  
from home


