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ESSENTIAL KIT

2300
miles
ON TEST

TWO
years
ON TEST

Easy-to-use 
buttons and 
voice control

Let sunlight do 
the charging

The kit feels 
seriously solid

Design is 100% 
integrated

Optimate Solar Duo £134.90

Sena SRL-03 Shoei 
Intercom £339.00

Quad Lock 
accessories £142.97

Quad Lock vibration 
dampener (and handlebar 
pro) £15.99 + £27.99

MoniMoto 7 tracker  
£129 + £36 per annum sub

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for three months
Sena have designed the SRL-3 in 
partnership with Shoei as a 
custom fit unit for the Neotec 3 

and GT-Air 3. It blends perfectly with the shell 
for a neatly integrated look.

Cycling through the various modes to 
connect my phone and satnav was a simple 
case of following the instructions, and once 
set up the SRL-3 automatically connects 
hassle free every time I switch it on. 

Although the push buttons are easy to find, 
just saying ‘music’ is all it needs to get a 
selected playlist streaming through the 
class-leading Harmon Kardon speakers. I 
always ride with filtered earplugs and whether 
I’m listening to Mahler or Motorhead, the 
sound quality is excellent . The same goes for 
phone calls, intercom or satnav directions.

Being able to hear is only half the battle for 
an intercom though, but Sena’s ‘Advanced 
Noise Control’ is so efficient that it’s fooled 
more than one person into thinking I’m at my 
desk and not hoofing down the A1. 

Tested by Gareth Evans  
for six months
I’ve been testing some of Quad 
Lock’s ‘lifestyle’ products to see 
how they cope with the daily 

grind. The most useful for me is the magnetic 
card holder (£40.99), with which I carry my 
work pass to open security doors in the office. 

I’ve also made use of the battery (£54.99) 
during several events – it’s good for a couple of 
decent charges, but beware: the sticker on the 
back saying it gets hot isn’t exaggerating. 

And finally there’s the tripod (£42.99), which 
is also a selfie stick. This has been helpful for 
me to video myself riding, leaving my phone by 
the roadside as I ride past. Plus, 
act quick and you’ll get 30% 
off all Quad Lock gear  
during November. 

Tested by Saffron Wilson  
for 14 months
A handy bit of kit, particularly if 
you’re reliant on your phone for 
navigation. It cancels out 

high-frequency vibration, preventing damage 
to the image stabilisation sensors on some 
smartphone cameras. It’s a bit fiddly to set up, 
but once it’s on the bike it’s durable, 
weatherproof and even after 8000 miles it 
still looks as good as new – despite being out 
in all conditions.

Combined with the phone 
case, it’s a really useful 
system, which is why I 
ended up with a couple of 
other Quad Lock mounts in 
the car and at home. The 
initial outlay on the case, 
mounts and damper can be quite 
costly, but that’s true of a lot of phone mounts 
on the market. I have personally found 
everything really easy to use and will continue 
to switch it between all my bikes for the 
foreseeable future.

Tested by Richard 
Newland for  
three years
This tracker is 
an affordable 

and simple option. I’ve 
been using previous 
versions for years, and 
most recently added two 
of these to my fleet. The 
unit cost includes two 
months of SIM coverage, then 
it’s just £36 per year. Set-up is as easy as 
deploying the batteries (no wiring 
needed) and syncing to your smartphone 
via the App, through which you can see 
unit status, battery life, connection and 
location of your bike when tracking. If the 
unit senses movement, but can’t contact 
the fob, you’ll get a call on your device 
and live tracking will begin. 

Tested by Simon Relph  
for two years
Power points are not always 
available where you want them, 
so the Optimate Solar Duo is a 

great way to plug in Smart chargers. I have an 
old Royal Enfield sidecar outfit which is too big 
to fit in my garage, so it lives outside under one 
of those bike covers with a clear window 
designed for solar panels.

The beauty of this is that when I am not 
using the outfit, I can connect up the Optimate 
Solar to the supplied lead which is 
permanently attached to the battery, making 
it very easy to connect/disconnect. The 
battery is then charged through the hours of 
daylight, with a smart charger-monitor 

adjusting the output to meet its needs. 
The solar panel itself produces 10 watts of 

power maximum, making between 12-12.8 
volts, is waterproof and measures 390mm by 
250mm by 30mm thick, a bit bigger than an 
A4 sheet of paper.  

The system is capable of charging STD, 
AGM and GEL 12 volt batteries from 2-40amp 
hour as well as Lithium LFP 12.8-13.2 volt 
batteries. This one is the 10W version but is 
also available in a 20W 1.7A and a 40W 3.3A 
version should you need something a bit 
meatier! The whole lot comes complete with 
two types of battery connectors and a very 
neat zip up carry case.

Quality  Value  
shoei.com

Quality  
Value  
www.quadlockcase.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.quadlockcase.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.monimoto.com/uk

‘Seamless 
connectivity’

‘More than just  
a bike mount’

‘Smooth sailing’

‘Paying for 
peace of mind’

‘No need to find a socket…’

Quality  Value  
www.optimate.co.uk

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

No ordinary lid… 
it has a camera 
and more

‘Camera and comms built-in’

It saves mounting a camera on your bike

Tested by Dan Sutherland 
for one year
As society has become more 
connected, acceptance of smart 
technology in and outside of 

motorcycle crash helmets has grown, with 
new tech flooding onto the market every year. 

The £929 Forcite MK-1S takes this up a 
notch, providing integrated 40mm Harman 
Kardon speakers, a 1080p @ 60fps built-in 
camera in the chin, plus a patented LED strip 
display in the nose-piece to provide rider 
warnings and navigation instructions. 

With the lid connecting to your smartphone 
via Forcite’s app, additional control is provided 
by a bar-mounted triangular remote. This 
allows you to start and pause recording, with 
satnav instructions, music, and more playing 
through the internal speakers. Meanwhile, the 
LED nose strip helps notify of recording, speed 
cameras, traffic warnings, and more. 

I’ve been putting the ECE22.05 compliant 

design through its paces across a full UK 
winter, plus a summery season of commuting 
and weekend miles. Across this time, it’s been 
comfortably snug on my head with a wide 
range of vision and practical features such as 
a drop-down sun visor, and copious vents.  

During my humdrum commute, I’ve enjoyed 
listening to music and podcasts, but I’ve been 
disappointed to find that it becomes hard to 
hear above 50mph when wearing foam 
earplugs. Tested on a naked bike at max 
volume, it just becomes drowned out by wind 
noise – so you can’t hear the satnav either. 

In this instance, the LED display is not 
enough to relay the information required and I 
have missed turnings. Further to this, around a 
month ago, the left speaker stopped working 
– something Forcite say would be covered 
under their two-year warranty.

What’s more, with the internal sun visor 
deployed (easily operated on the move) it 
allows for a small channel of air to get in and 

blast against your forehead, regardless of 
whether the vents are open or closed. 

The 1080p chin-mounted camera is 
operated via a control unit on the bars. 
Unfortunately the quality isn’t good enough 
for daytime riding, with many action cameras 
now shooting in 4K quality. That said, at night 
it is impressively clear.

Forcite say they are out of stock of their 
ECE22.05 models, but it’s hoped an ECE22.06 
version will arrive in the UK for spring. 

Film quality isn’t as good as some action cameras

+

PROS & CONS

Comfortable over distance,  
nicely finished exterior

Speaker system failed on one 
side. Camera isn’t the best–

Drop-down 
visor is easy  
to use but 
causes a 
draught

Quality  Value  
www.forcitehelmets.com

THE MCN SHOWCASE

● Function and 
design rated

● Gear tested in real-
world conditions 
● Price and value 

assessed

5000
miles
ON TESTLATEST 

BIKING 
TECH

From cameras to comms,  
we’re on the hunt for the  

cleverest gear

Forcite MK-1S helmet £929

8055
miles
ON TEST

2000
miles
ON TEST 

30K
miles
ON TEST




