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ESSENTIAL KIT

1500
miles 
ON TEST

8000
 miles 
ON TEST

2000
miles 
ON TEST

2000
miles 
ON TEST

3000
miles 
ON TEST

Classic looks 
so it won’t go 
out of style

Cleans up well 
and feels like 
it’s built to last

AAA rated and 
smart looking

Robust and 
fits British 
blokes…

Armour and 
smart branding

Cuff has both 
zip and popper

‘Feels fantastic from the off’
RST IoM TT Brandish 2 CE £299.99

Furygan Pro One leather jacket £399.99

Richa Daytona 2  
from £339.99

Rev’it! Hyperspeed 2 
Pro £549.99

Alpinestars 
GP Plus R V3 £499.99

The lining is one of my favourite things about the RST

Tested by Gareth Evans  
for three months
I’ve worn this jacket in a number 
of scenarios, including in the 
baking heat of southern Spain 

and the less-than-boiling British springtime, 
with temperatures as low as 10 degrees at 
points. It’s not a jacket for all four seasons, but 
rather a stylish cowhide item that majors on 
comfort, heritage and fashion. 

This is a jacket that feels fantastic from 
before you put it on. The liner is a wonderful 
detail that I like very much, and it’s always a 
treat to fold my arms through it. The leather is 
soft and it has a pleasingly hefty feel without 
being too hot. That said, the only venting is the 
zip up the front, so if that’s a consideration 
then you might need to look elsewhere. 

For such a casual look, I think it’s more than 
practical enough. I can fit my (rather large) 
smartphone in the two zipped outer pockets, 
although I prefer using the inner ones for this 

Tested by Richard Newland 
for one year
The timeless design looks great, 
and the leather feels beautiful. 
It cleans up well, and there are 

no areas where it looks like corners have been 
cut. It meets the AA CE safety rating, which is 
the minimum I’d recommend for normal road 
riding, while I’d prefer AAA, and boasts 
armour from D3O (elbow, shoulder and back 
protection are standard). There’s also a short 
zip to give you connectivity to trousers. 

Available in sizes 36 to 54, I wear the 52 and 
reckon the fit is exactly to size and is well-
shaped for my lumpy form. There’s waist 
adjustment available via tabs which secure to 
poppers, and the cuffs are zip-closure with 
poppered tabs. For chilly days, there’s a zip-in 
quilted liner, too. The neoprene lined collar is 
comfy, the sleeves are the right length, it sits 
right at the hips. There are four external 
pockets, all zipped and all big enough to 
swallow an iPhone8 or a wallet, while there’s 
also three internal pockets. The only wear or 
tear after 8000-odd miles is a fraying of the 
liner at the sleeves where the Velcro on my 
shortie gloves has been snagging away at it.

Tested by Chris Newbigging 
for 15 months
I’m firmly northern European in 
build, not Mediterranean waif, 
and the fit of this Netherlands-

designed kit suits me far better than the big 
Italian brands. I rarely get the right shoulder 
width, arm length and, er, gut space, in the 
EU52 size I should wear, but this jacket gives 
me all three without going up a size and 
dealing with baggy bits. It has the robust, 
cocooning feel you’d want from a sports 
jacket, is just about long enough to wear with 
jeans (unless you have the back/leg ratio of a 
Dachshund), and it mates well 
with a set of Apex leather 
bottoms (£450) to make a 
sporty two-piece.

Tested by Carl Stevens  
for three years
For me,  
a leather 
jacket needs 

armour as standard, it 
needs to be comfortable 
and, of course, it needs to 
look good. The GP Plus R V3 
not only delivers all three to a solid level but 
has held up very well, even though it’s been 
used for thousands of miles in all weathers, 
over three years. AA-certified and packed with 
quality Nucleon armour on the shoulders and 
elbows, it really does feel like a protective, 
well put together jacket. 

It’s not restrictive thanks to the flexible 
stretch material, while everything from the 
soft edges on the low collar to the seams on 
the wrists feels plush and well thought out. 
Expensive, but it looks as good as it feels. 

Tested by Justin 
Hayzelden for  
14 months
The Richa Toulon 2 has the 
kind of understated looks 

that work both on and off the bike. I love 
the matt finish of the thick cowhide, 
which like a fine wine should only 
improve with age, and the detachable 
hood gives it a casual vibe. The tartan 
lining is a classy touch and together with 
the neoprene finished collar adds to a 
overall feeling of sumptuousness. 
Despite lacking the technical details of  
a race cut jacket, the Toulon 2 is as 
comfortable on a sportsbike as a naked 
or retro, but without any ventilation it 
can get a bit toasty in summer. 

Tested by Dan Sutherland 
for one year
Although you do get an 
removable thermal lining, I have 
only been using the Pro One in 

the warmer riding seasons – accompanied by 
a pair of riding jeans and sporty race gloves. 

At just under £400, it’s one of the most 
expensive leather jackets I’ve ever used, but 
for that money you get a AAA safety rating 
and soft D30 armour in the shoulders and 
elbows that assist with the comfort. 

The full-grain leather exterior feels soft to 
the touch, with the sturdy zips, external hard 

shoulder armour, and quality seams giving you 
the confidence that it should stand up well in 
the event of a spill. 

A back protector really should come as 
standard at this price point though, however, 
and I do sometimes find the collar rubs on my 
neck when riding, causing slight irritation.  

Once zipped up and adjusted correctly, it 
feels snug and secure, but you’ll need to be 
wearing something thin on your arms 
underneath, thanks to quite a tight fit once all 
the zips are closed.

job just for additional peace of mind. It seems 
slightly strange that only the left-hand inner 
pocket is zipped, though. 

And I do miss belt loops. This jacket can 
tend to ride up my back a bit and separate 
from my jeans, meaning occasional unsightly 
underwear is on display. Sorry about that. 

My only other minor gripe in the practicality 
stakes is the waist adjusters are a little too 
fiddly to use with gloves on, but that’s not a 
huge deal as far as I’m concerned. 

It’s beautifully finished, with plenty of retro 
charm and a neat embossed TT logo to denote 
it’s part of RST’s TT Classics Collection. 

The CE certification for this jacket is AA for 
abrasion and impact, which means it’s not bad, 
but not the full AAA either. 

It comes with Level 1 elbow and shoulder 
armour built in (some rivals such as the Oxford 
Holton have Level 2), and there’s no back 
protector as standard, which is a little 
disappointing. It does have a pocket for an 

optional one in the lining, though. There is no 
scope for a chest protector.

I like this jacket a lot, but with a few caveats: 
it misses a removable liner or any venting for 
those sizzling summer days, and has what 
we’d consider bare minimum protection for 
fast street riding. However, as a comfortable 
item that feels as at home in the pub as on the 
bike, with pleasingly soft leather and a 
comfortable fit plus a decent standard of 
protection, you could do a lot worse.

These waist adjusters don’t work too well with gloves

+

PROS & CONS

 Premium-feeling soft leather 
with pleasing chequered liner

Only Level 1 shoulder and elbow 
armour. No back protector–

Detailing and 
design plays 
on RST’s 
sporting 
heritage 

Quality  Value  
www.rst-moto.com 

Quality  Value  
www.nevis.uk.com

Quality  
Value  
revitsport.com

Quality  Value  
www.alpinestars.com

Quality  Value  
nevis.uk.com

‘Timeless classic’

‘Fits good and 
feels great too’

‘The GP Plus is my 
flexible friend’

‘Protection with soft supple armour’

Quality  Value  
www.furygan.com

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

THE MCN SHOWCASE

SUMMER 
LEATHER
JACKETS

It’s the epitome of biking 
 cool, so which is the  

best for you?

● Fit and  
comfort rated

● Design, construction  
and CE scores rated

● Each jacket worn for 
hundreds of real 

road miles

Richa Toulon 2 Black 
Edition £329.99

‘Cool looks but 
does get warm’

3200
miles 
ON TEST


