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RATED THE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

ARAMID LINING
In addition to the leather 

construction, the TracTech Evo4s 
have an aramid fibre lining for

abrasion resistance.

CUFF FASTENER
The Knox gloves use a Boa fastener
at the cuff for fast, accurate and
easy-going operation.

The TracTech Evo 4 Short is a 
reduced-length version of 
RST’s famous sports glove 
– and packs a serious punch.

The main body is thin and 
supple cow leather with 
kangaroo hide reinforcement 
sections and an aramid lining. 
There is significant carbon 
and TPU hard knuckle armour 
on a floating base with 
perforations underneath and 
soft padding inside.

You also get protective 
rubber and separate TPU nibs 
on each finger and the outside 
of the little finger, which is 
bridged to the fourth and on 

These offer an interesting 
combination of low weight, 
flexibility and reassurance. 
They are the only gloves here 
to use a textile construction 
on the back with synthetic 
Clarino leather on the palm; 
leather examples of the Orsa 
3 are available.

They feature Knox’s 
Microlock floating hard 
knuckle armour with internal 
padding and twin hard 
armour panels on the base of 
the thumb and palm, forming 
Knox’ famous scaphoid 
protection. There are also 
soft rubber nibs on all four 
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Materials Cow and kangaroo leather, 
aramid fibre
Knuckle armour Hard carbon
Protection Hard armour on palm heel, 
TPU nibs on fingers and thumb, padding
Ventilation Perforations
Cuff Short
CE rating 1 KP
Weight (pair) 288g
Touchscreen compatible? 
Sizes 7-12 (XS-XXL)

Materials Textile knit, Clarino leather, 
Amara panels
Knuckle armour Hard TPU, floating
Protection Hard armour on scaphoid 
(x2), rubber nibs on fingers
Ventilation Perforations, material
Cuff Short
CE rating 1 KP
Weight (pair) 198g
Touchscreen compatible? 
Sizes XS-3XL

RST TracTech Evo 4 Short £79.99 
‘Serious ventilated sports gloves’
www.rst-moto.com

Knox Orsa Textile OR4 £109.99
‘Great fit, comfort and ventilation’
www.planet-knox.com
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the tip of the thumb. There’s a 
hard-plastic section on the 
heel of the palm and a small 
padded section with a flap 
over the base of the thumb.

Fit is very nice, although the 
RST Medium – a European 9 
– does feel slightly too large 
all-round. Try before you buy 
as a size 8 (classed as Small 
by RST) may fit better. They 
are flexible and comfortable, 
thanks to the supple leather 
and accordion panels on 
each finger and thumb.

Feel for the bike is excellent, 
with grip panels on the palm 
and the first and second 

fingers and at the very front 
on three. The palm has 
Amara synthetic suede 
panels and surrounding the 
scaphoid protection, and the 
short cuff is fastened with a 
Boa system for quick and 
easy closure.

Fit is superb – on par with 
the Alpinestars - with both 
thumbs and every finger in 
perfect proportion. Once on, 
comfort is also excellent, 
with no seams or armour 
noticeable, and they move 
very well with excellent feel 
for the bike, thanks to the 
thin and flexible material.

fingers, and confidence very 
high due to the construction, 
armour and padding.

On the road, there’s a nice 
feeling of gentle cooling 
airflow with no feelings of 
clamminess. And despite not 
claiming it, they worked an 
iPhone’s screen.

Ventilation is also very 
good, with perforations direct 
to the skin in the inside of the 
fingers in the Clarino and just 
ahead of the knuckle armour.

But confidence is not as high 
in these, due not only to the 
lighter material but also less 
protection across the hand.

VERDICT
These are very impressive 
gloves. Big on protection, 
comfort and feel, they will 
also keep your hands cool.

VERDICT
Comfortable, a great fit and 
nicely ventilated, these 
work very well but are a 
little lacking in confidence.

‘Very impressive – big on 
protection and comfort’

‘We love the fit, feel and 
cooling of these gloves’

 Knuckle protection is significant

 Features Microlock armour

 Multiple TPU 
nibs on each finger

 Grip panels boost 

feel for the bike  Ventilation on the 

inside of the fingers

 The gloves include Knox’s scaphoid 
protection system 


