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RATED THE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

CONTROLS
Among the easiest to use
here; a positive switch and
three bright LEDs indicating
selected power as well as
battery status.

BATTERY POSITION
The battery sits in a pouch with a fly
lead out to the main connector, so
you don’t have to remove the
batteries to charge them.

The Merlin Curboroughs are 
battery-powered only – no 
hard-wiring kit is available – 
and while fairly long, they have 
a touch of sportiness to them.

The outer is predominantly 
nylon and leather, with some 
spandex for flexibility. They 
feature hard armour over the 
knuckles with D3O sections 
on the scaphoid, plus a wrist 
strap and a storm seal with 
elasticated drawstrings at 
the cuff. Leather palm and 
Nappa grip panel, with textile 
on the side of the thumb and 
forefinger in the absence of 
a visor wipe.

These latest additions to the 
Keis range are supplied with 
leads to connect to the bike’s 
battery; they can also run via 
other Keis heated clothing, 
such as a vest or jacket.

Fit is very nice. They are 
slightly loose, but I also tried a 
size down and they were too 
snug – the heating elements 
were too close to the skin, 
according to a warning in the 
paperwork. The thumbs and 
two fingers were slightly long 
but this didn’t cause an issue 
and comfort was excellent, 
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Waterproofing

Material Nylon/faux leather/leather
Membrane Hipora
Weight (inc batteries, dry) 483g
CE rating 1KP
Battery location External,  
inside wrist
Battery voltage 7.4V
Battery capacity (ea) 2200mAh
Charger USB-A
Bike harness included? 
Heat control Push button
Sizes available S-4XL
Size tested M

Material Leather/textile
Insulation Thinsulate
Membrane Hipora
Weight (inc batteries, dry) 662g
CE rating 1KP
Battery location External,  
inside wrist
Battery voltage 12V
Battery capacity (ea) 2000mAh
Charger Multinational mains plug
Bike harness included? 
Heat control Push button
Sizes available 3XS-3XL
Size tested M

Battery life 3 hrs 43 mins
Freezer test internal temps 
(measured every 15 mins) 
-11.3°C/-10.5°C/-8°C/5.5°C
Time to water ingress N/A
Volume of water retained 276ml

Battery life 1 hr 53 mins
Freezer test internal temps 
(measured every 15 mins) 
-9°C/26°C/37.5°C/47.6°C
Time to water ingress  
1 min 20 secs
Volume of water retained 213ml

Merlin Curborough £229.99 
‘Need to be hotter but totally waterproof’

www.merlinbikegear.shop

Keis G901 Extreme  
£210 (gloves), £85 (batteries) 

‘Protective, comfortable and super-warm’
www.keisapparel.com
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The fit is excellent for me; 
probably the best here. The 
width is perfect, the fingers 
and thumbs all the correct 
length with no excess material 
at any ends. The microfleece 
lining is plush against the skin 
and feel for the bike is 
excellent, suggesting 
relatively thin insulation.

In use, the insulation is 
reasonable – it’s Thinsulate, 
after all - but eventually the 
fingers begin to feel chilly 
with no heating activated. 
Activating heat is simple: a 
positive push button 
activates the gloves and 

with a very plush lining and 
no noticeable tight spots or 
seams. Feel was very natural 
– a function of the thin yet
effective Thinsulate insulation.

Confidence is excellent. 
The floating knuckle armour 
is hard with a soft backing, 
and there is hard protection 
on the fingers and the heel of 
the palm. The batteries make 
the cuff a little bulky, but the 
cuff-fastener is barely long 
enough – this could do with 
being at least 50-75mm longer 
for wearing over a jacket.

three bright LEDs indicate the 
power level with four, smaller 
LEDs highlighting the battery 
level – a nice touch.

On low power, it initially 
staves off the chill but fingers 
soon get cold again. Even by 
the time the highest setting 
has been activated, the 
fingers are still becoming 
chilly after sustained 
high-speed riding, suggesting 
these may be better for an 
urban environment, at lower 
speeds or on bikes with some 
wind protection to the hands.

The Curboroughs aced the 
dunk test – no water got in.

Switching them on after 
a period of chilly riding, the 
heat is instant and effective 
– by far the warmest here.
Even distribution across the
hand and the top and bottom
of each finger. The large
buttons are easy to use and
it’s simple to see which
setting is selected – bright
green, orange or red
backlighting of the logo.

However, by the end of the 
dunk test, both gloves had 
allowed water to enter, with 
each hand ending damp.

VERDICT
Well-fitting and comfy, but 
heating needs to be stronger 
– as shown by battery life
and freezer test results.

VERDICT
These deliver on every count 
except waterproofing. They 
give great feel and heating, 
and the most confidence.

‘These may be better for 
an urban environment’

‘Heat is instant – and by 
far the warmest here’

 Batteries are 
very slim and 
barely noticeable

 Batteries can be 

charged without 

being removed

 Scored lowest for warmth

 ‘I feel heat in my fingers…’
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