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Tested by Richard Newland,
five months
This has to be relatively 
high on my list of 
products I never knew I 
needed – but damn it’s 

good. All bikes suffer from aggravating 
areas that are impossible to dry, 
and some moisture traps cause real 
problems over time, especially around 
engines, clocks and looms. But the 
Brühl is the answer. This reverse-
hoover blows like a hurricane and the 
various nozzles give you blade-like 
control to direct the air and expel water 
from surfaces and crevices with ease. 
It’s ridiculously gratifying to use and 
100% effective. The motor is 1600W, 
and if you want hot air it also offers a 
500W integral heater (although cold 
air does the job very well to be honest). 

There’s a built-in RCD to protect 
you from dropped-it-in-a-bucket 
electrocutions, and the 3.5m hose 
shrinks down to 1.5m when not in use. 
It’s pretty loud, and people look at you 
like you’re a lunatic as they presume 
you’re hoovering your bike, but it’s 
superbly effective. Also brilliant for 
blasting all the dust out of your garage.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.motohaus.com

FIVE 
MONTHS

It’s rugged 
and gets your 
bike totally 
dry again

‘I never knew I wanted 
one, but damn it’s good’

Tested by Emma Franklin for two  
months, 1000 miles
These AA-rated single-layer 
jeans have become my go-to pair 
because they fit so well and also 
are comfortable, even on warm 

days. Styled like slim-fit fashion jeans, I like how 
the Icona IIs (like all Bull-it jeans) feature a 
high waist to prevent your lower back 
from becoming exposed (low-
waist riding jeans are a pet hate). 
Abrasion-resistant stretchy 
denim ensures a good fit and has 
the bonus of holding the included 
Level-2 hip and knee armour 
perfectly in place. It’s a pretty clever 
trick Bull-it have pulled off here, as the jeans fit 
just as well with the armour as they do without, 
so I’ve got no reason not to wear the extra 
protection. As an added bonus, the jeans are also 
shower resistant. Bull-it were the first to make 
a product to pass the old, tougher (and largely 
ignored) CE abrasion standard, so making good 
protective product is at the core of their ideals.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.bull-it.com

1000 
MILES 1100 

MILESBrühl MD1900+ dryer £135

Bull-it Ladies Tactical 
Icona II jeans £139.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Simon Relph, 2 months
This is one of those products where you 
think: “How I have never heard of that?” I was 
chatting to a mate about a tank I had bought 
for my 1949 Ariel Red 
Hunter. The inside was 
sound, but covered in 
rust. My mate said he 
cleans all his tanks with 
citric acid (100g per litre 
of water). So I tried it out 
and could not believe 
my eyes. It worked 
an absolute treat. It’s 
cheap… I’m cheerful!
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.amazon.co.uk

Intralabs Citric Acid 
Crystals 2kg £8.99

‘Comfy and great
protection’

O’Neal Sierra 2 
£149.99-£154.99
Not too expensive, comfy, 
The peak can catch the 
wind a bit, but I think it’s 
great value. Chris 
Jackson, Gwynedd

Arai Tour-X4 
£499.99-£599.99
Nice wide opening for 
great visibility. I 
especially like the vents 
at the top of the visor. 
Ian Grant, Leicester

Nexx X.WED2 
£349.99-£399.99
Not too much noise and 
it’s comfy. Integrated 
intercom saves having a 
huge lump on the side. 
Lewys Priehs, Norwich

LS2 Pioneer MX436 £119.99
It’s compatible with motocross goggles and a 
great price. It works well with glasses but the 
built-in sun visor mechanism can be a bit hit and 
miss. Dean Leith, Scarborough

PEAKED HELMETS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Mike 
Armitage, two months 
and 750 miles 
Made from horse hide, the 
jacket has a super-smooth 

finish with barely any grain visible, a soft 
sheen and fabulous soft feel. Zips, 

pop-studs and external BMW badge 
are copper, and the high-quality 
removable thermal liner and 
jacket liner itself are matching 
gold. Leather internal pockets too, 

plus a classic pop-on neck covering 
and the option to wear the collar up 

like trendy yoofs today or clip it down 
like Brando. (Or up at the back and down 
at the front, like The Fonz.) And, of 
course, it’s CE approved with armour, 
zip to attach strides and all that. I’m 
disappointed that a tag pulled off a 
pocket zip, and that the sleeve lining is 

fraying slightly from contact with Velcro. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

‘It’s a grand… 
and not perfect’

750 
MILES

BMW PureBoxer 
jacket £1065

Milenco Snaefell lock and 
chain £299.99 (currently £199) 

PROS & CONS

It’s gorgeous with great 
attention to detail+
The price is punishing 
and a zip tag came loose–

Classic good 
looks but it’s an 
awful lot of cash

Tested by Gareth Evans 
for 1100 miles 
Over the past few months 
I’ve been out in all kinds 
of weather in this textile 
and mesh jacket and 

I’ve been pretty pleased, apart from 
one biblical downpour that highlighted 
it wasn’t entirely waterproof, and 
furthermore it can be a little cold 
around the top half of the chest in 
sub-10 degree temperatures. It’s a 
simple design with good venting and 
fits me very well in XL, with the arms 

exactly the right length and the Velcro-
adjusted sleeves easy to squeeze 
around the cuffs of my gloves. You’ve 
also got four pockets – two on the front 
and a pair inside the lining, and loops 
for connecting to trousers. But a couple 
of extras would improve its safety 
performance. You get D30 protection in 
the elbows and shoulders, but there’s 
also a pocket for a not-included back 
protector, and connectivity for the also-
not-included Furygan Airbag System.  
Quality ★ ★ ★★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com  

‘It isn’t entirely waterproof’

Tested by Ben Clarke for 2 months 
This 22mm, Sold Secure Diamond-
rated lock and chain is about as 
serious as it gets. The 
1m version I have still 
weighs in at 12.55kg 

and there’s a 2m and a 4m version 
available. Needless to say, this is 
not a portable device and is better 
suited to home security. The locking 
mechanism is easy to use and there is 
a sleeve to protect your wheel. The only problem 
I have with it (and all chains this large) is that the 
link size makes it impossible to thread it through 
the frame and certain spoke arrangements would 
prove tricky, too. A determined thief with a socket 
set and a spare wheel could therefore defeat it 
without even trying to cut through. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.milenco.com 

‘Serious security”

TWO 
MILES

Furygan Atom Vented Jacket £149.99

+

PROS & CONS

Gets water out of all 
those nooks and crannies

Loud and pricey, and 
people think you’re mad–

Schuberth E1 
£449.99-£529.99
This is very comfortable, with 
good ventilation and the flip 
top is useful. You can remove 
the peak, too. Colin 
Hitchcock, Winchester


