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Tested by Richard Newland for six 
months, 2000 miles
Having been an Arai 
wearer all my life, testing 
a Shark was a leap of 
faith. I’m glad I did it, 

though. This is now my third, having 
worn their Race-R and Spartan Carbon. 
I picked the Spartan GT Carbon as I 
wanted a road helmet that was plush, 
quiet and well-spec’d – and it ticks 
all those boxes. It’s just as sporty as 
the Race-R, but with fewer vents to 
make drafts and noise. It’s still well 
vented though, with a chin, brow 
and twin exhaust vents (which all 
shut convincingly), and a liner that 
aids airflow rather that trapping it. 
Talking of the liner, it’s plush, soft and 
comfortable, but also durable – and 
removable/washable, and boasts 

quick-release tabs to help paramedics 
remove it more easily. At 1540g (for 
my XL/62) it’s not the lightest, but it 
feels much lighter. The drop-down sun 
visor action is good, and crucially the 
aperture coverage is excellent. Rated 
SHARP 4-stars, it’s not quite ‘the best’, 
but it’s still a superbly protective and 
classy helmet with a double-D fastener 
and a brilliant visor mechanism.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com 

SIX 
MONTHS

The drop down 
visor does the 
job in bright 
sunshine

‘It’s a superbly 
versatile helmet’

Tested by Dan Sutherland for three  
months, 1400 miles
There’s no denying the Defender 
is an expensive item, but it’s been 
nothing short of excellent thus far. 
With a CE Level 2 safety rating and 

plenty of adjustment, I have comfortably worn it 
under bulky winter textile jackets and tight-fitting 
leather one-piece suits – each time 
it provides a reassuring hug and 
some much-needed additional 
warmth in cooler conditions. 
Although a bit of a fiddle to 
tuck inside my leathers without 
assistance, once it’s in, it sits 
just right. I feel naked without it 
when I wear jackets with built-in back armour 
and the only drawback is you sometimes catch 
the waist strap with your arm during fastening, 
which can undo it. With ventilation for cooling 
in the warmer months, it will be seeing plenty 
more action throughout the year and is a worthy 
investment for your wardrobe.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.feridax.com

1400 
MILES

Shark Spartan GT Carbon £479.99

Spidi Defender back and 
chest protector £256.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Jordan Gibbons  
for 14 months
At just 100ml, this chain lube 
is about a quarter of the size of 
a typical spray bottle of chain 
lube. That makes it perfect for 
sticking in a backpack. Used for 
little top-ups, it’s lasted me over 
a year and has become a travel 
staple along with ear plugs and 
a visor wipe. As a chain lube it 
does a spot-on job too – not too 
heavy but doesn’t wash off at 
the first sign of rain.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.moto-direct.com

Motul C4 chain lube 
£4.49 (100ml)

‘Like a warming 
and safe hug’

Shark Spartan 
Carbon £339.99 
Lght, not too loud, very 
comfy and has good 
ventilation. There’s also  
a drop-down sun visor. 
Graham Bell, Essex

Schuberth C4 Pro 
£549.99-£639.99
There’s built-in comms, a 
great degree of visibility, 
it’s reasonable for noise 
and a quality all-rounder. 
Garry Crooks, Darwen

Shoei Neotec 2 
£519.99-£599.99
I like the comfort and 
integrated comms. It’s 
possible and legal to ride 
with it flipped up, too. 
Brian Gibbons, Beds

AGV Sportmodular 
£549.99-£599
This flip-front is quiet, with 
good vents and it’s easy to 
fit an AGV comms kit. Full 
carbon, so very light.  
John Gravez, Isle of Wight

Simpson Darksome £349.99
It’s really light and has a great field of vision. 
There’s a double-D fastener and cut-outs in the 
ear sections for comms. It looks aggressive and is 
something different. Graeme Robson, Liverpool

TOURING LIDS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Simon Brown for two 
years, 2000 miles
Protection is always 
compromised when you go 
for short gloves over ones 
with a full-length cuff, but 

these have armour across the knuckles, 
helping them earn a solid ‘1 KP’ rating in CE 

testing. The outer’s goatskin, the palm’s 
suede microfibre, and they secure 
reassuringly with a Velcro strap 
which fastens under a protective 
flap on the wrist. The big thing 
that they offer is feel and comfort, 

with perforations to help you to stay 
cool in hot conditions. After a couple 

of years of fair-weather use nothing has 
come unstitched. They’re actually made 
by Alpinestars, though the (fairly subtle) 
Ducati Scrambler branding will limit their 
appeal. Not cheap, but nice gloves.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
shop.ducati.com

‘Look cool and 
they feel cool’

2000 
MILES

Ducati Daytona C1 
gloves £84.50

Smart HJC 20B £299.99

PROS & CONS

Great looks (if you ride a 
Scrambler) and feel+
Not as protective as 
gloves with long cuffs–

Nice gloves but 
the appeal will  
be a tad niche

Tested by Bruce Dunn for one year
Front brake lever guards 
were made compulsory 
for ACU road racing last 
year, and now they must 
be fitted to any bike that 

is to be used on an MSV trackday. This 
universal kit is part of a range of lever 
guards that R&G produce, there are 
many specific types to fit individual 
bikes. But this kit is universal for bikes 
that have hollow handlebars, or  

easy-to-remove handlebar weight 
retaining gubbins. The fitment is 
straightforward and the internal 
diameter range is 13-21mm. The guard 
is constructed of lightweight and very 
sturdy carbon-fibre and in terms of 
build quality is far superior to some 
of the flimsy low-quality product out 
there. It looks stunning too.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.rg-racing.com

‘Well-made and looks stunning’

ONE 
YEAR

Tested by Martin Fitz-Gibbons for two 
months, 625 miles
This intercom is based on Sena’s 
20S, but designed to fit slots and 
recesses built into 
certain HJCs. From 

opening the box to finishing fitting 
it to my RPHA 90S took around 
half an hour. The battery bolts 
into a space near the neck, small 
speakers snap into place behind 
the cheekpads, and two types of 
microphone are included to suit both full-face 
and flip-fronts. The fiddly bit is routing the wires, 
refitting the trim, and positioning the controller 
unit so it doesn’t interfere with the sun visor slider 
on the left side of the chin. In use it pairs with my 
phone perfectly every time, music sounds bright, 
deep and loud, and calls are clear at speed.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.oxfordproducts.com

‘Quick to fit and 
sounds great’

625 
MILES

R&G universal carbon lever guard £124.99

+

PROS & CONS

Superb fit, quality, design 
and visor change system

It’s pricey (but worth it) 
and not the lightest GT lid–


