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RATED THE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

HJC i71 £199.99 - £229.99
www.oxfordproducts.com

The HJC has presence. It looks chunky and is 
the heaviest here — something you notice as 
soon as you put it on. However, it’s neither 
clumsy nor ungainly; it’s just there. It has a 
fairly generic look and feel — more of a touring 
helmet than a sporty one— and the visor 
aperture is a decent size but not as large as, 
say, the LS2. It comes with a Pinlock 70 anti- 
fog insert in the box, which is handy and it fits 
on adjustable posts. The visor itself is simple 
to remove although, again, not as easy as the 
LS2. However, the catches remain open until 
you replace the visor, when the latch closes 
again, making refitting the easiest of all here. 

 Pulling the HJC on, it instantly felt 
comfortable with a plush lining against the 
skin and seemed to fit the tester’s head very 
well — no pressure points nor tightness. Even 
though it does not appear to be specifically 
prepared for spectacles, there is plenty of 
room in the lining to accommodate them easily 
so they sit properly on the head. 

The visor is easy enough to operate, 
although with thicker gloves the tab is a little 
small and the securing ratchet, which holds 
the visor closed, can be a pain to find quickly, 
especially when you want some fresh air at 
the lights. Otherwise, just yank the tab up. The 
drop-down sun visor operates nicely, with a 
sliding tab along the bottom of the helmet and 
it has a pleasant light-tint finish with a neutral 
colour, though it does leave a gap to the 
breath guard. It also clears glasses in use. 

On the road, the feeling of quality continues. 
It is stable and the sense of minimising its 
weight is also still present. Vision is excellent 
from the main visor and the sun visor appears 
to have a degree of anti-fog inherent with it, 
which is always useful. The catch on the visor, 
which presumably is intended to hold it closed 
but is easily overcome without releasing it by 
pushing, feels a little unnecessary and it has a 
slightly draughty feel to it from underneath. 

The venting, though, is nice: the open-or-
closed chin vent is acceptable but the — also 
open-or-closed — top vent is very effective, 
delivering a tangible and cooling flow of air 
across the top of the head and, presumably, 
out of the rear-mounted exhaust vents. It 
doesn’t feel particularly noisy but the 
measurements don’t verify this — it was the 
fourth-highest average figure out of five. 
However, it hides it well in a high-specification 
and comfortable helmet that delivers. 
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THE SCORES

THE FACTS

Fit

Comfort 

Ease of use

Venting

Noise 

Material Polycarbonate 
composite
Weight 1757g inc Pinlock
Fastening system D-rings
Pinlock included? Yes, 70
Integrated sun visor?  
Removable interior? 
Quick-release cheekpads? 
Spectacles preparation? 
Intercom ready? 
Vents 2 front, 1 rear
No. shell sizes 3
Warranty 3 years
Sizes XS-XXL
Sound level, vents closed 
107.4dB 
Sound level, vents open 
108.1dB

2Scorpion EXO491 
£134.99 - £159.99 
www.bikerheadz.co.uk

The Scorpion has a solid and reassuring feel 
to it, due in part to its weight – a hefty 1662g. It 
also feels large, though three shell sizes mean 
that it should be as compact as possible for 
every head size. A Pinlock insert isn’t included 
but you can choose either a 70 or Max Vision 
version and the visor includes adjustable 
posts for the insert. 

Visor removal is easy enough (albeit slightly 
fiddly with plastic tags) but when fitted, it 
needs a firm push down to close fully and 
make what appears to be a watertight seal. A 
small plastic lock at the rear on the left-hand 
side prevents the visor opening, though it 
does seem to allow a crack for ventilation. 

Putting it on, it slides nicely into place on our 
tester’s head and the lining feels good against 
the skin and cosseting, with no protrusions or 
pinching. There is plenty of space in front of 
the face so you don’t feel claustrophobic and 
the drop-down sun visor – while operation is a 
little fiddly with the rear-mounted lever – fits 
well, with a pleasant neutral colour. 

The main chin vent is easy to find and 
operate, as is the two-position (plus closed) 
top vent, though the two thinner side vents 
are trickier to find and operate with gloves on. 
They push open and flip forward easily to 
close but because they then sit flush, they’re 
harder to open. Wearing glasses is tricky — the 
arms are pushed above the ears so you may 
end up looking through the wrong part. 

On the road, it’s actually very impressive. 
Although it has a hefty feel to it, it doesn’t ride 
like it and is stable and comfortable in use. 
There is no pressure increase as you ride and 
vision is very nice. The visor aperture is the 
sort of size you would expect but the visor 
itself is exceptionally clear and the drop-down 
sun visor, which has a reasonable action and 
a neutral tint, appears to resist fogging too, 
which can be a real pain at low speeds on 
some of the other examples. 

Venting is good, although not as effective as 
some: a two-stage chin vent means you can 
get maximum airflow or a more pleasant 
breeze but the top vent seems less effective 
— it’s tricky to know sometimes if it’s open or 
shut. The side vents are a little better but they 
are even more tricky to find and use on the 
move than when stationary. 

However, while the Scorpion has the 
joint-highest average noise figure recorded in 
the test, it offers exceptional value. 

 Chin vents 
effective: top 
vents less so

 Feels a bit bulky 
but doesn’t  

ride like it

36/50
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Venting
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Material Polycarbonate
Weight 1662g inc Pinlock
Fastening system Ratchet
Pinlock included? No, £27.50
Integrated sun visor? 
Removable interior? 
Quick-release cheekpads? 
Spectacles preparation? 
Intercom ready? 
Vents 4 front, 1 rear
No. shell sizes 3
Warranty 5 years
Sizes XXS-XXL
Sound level, vents closed 
107.7dB 
Sound level, vents open 
108.3dB
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