
www.motorcyclenews.com  October 19  2022  |  4140  | October 19 2022  www.motorcyclenews.com

Tested by Ali Silcox for three  
months/1500 miles
It’s got to be at least 15 years 
since I last wore an Arai and 
when I first opened the box of my 
new Quantic it was like meeting 

up with an old friend. From the moment I 
slipped the lid on, there was that reassuringly 
comfortable feel I’d hoped for. Conforming to 
the latest ECE22.06 standard and at close to 
£600, this full-face lid isn’t cheap, but it does 
have all the lovely touches you’d expect from  
a helmet in this price bracket. 

Vents are plentiful, easy to operate and 
work. There’s a spoiler on the rear, which 
doubles as an exhaust vent. The fully 
removable and washable lining is plush and 
exceedingly welcoming. There are no rough 
edges and even on the hottest of days riding 
(35° heat during mid-summer) it never once 
felt itchy, even when I was sweating buckets.

I do have a couple of criticisms and the main 
one is the lack of drop-down sun visor. This is 

something I’ve grown to love and use regularly 
on all my other lids. Having to fiddle around 
and switch visors, for sunny rides or as night 
draws in, can be time-consuming and there’s 
the need to stow a spare visor safely. It’s a pain 
and feels a little unnecessary (Arai believe 
drop-down visors compromise safety). 

Having said that, visor changing isn’t too 
tricky. While I initially felt nervous of the way 
the side pods pop off, once I’d made the switch 
a couple of times it was easy. I’ve learned, like 
with many things in life, I need to be firm but 
not heavy handed!

Lifting the visor is fiddly and I initially found 
the catch, which ensures the visor stays 
closed, difficult to operate. With a glove on, 
there’s a real knack to getting it open; the 
catch needs undoing and then the visor must 
be slightly lifted outwards. It’s not the easiest 
of moves to perfect and, if I’m honest, I stood in 
the kitchen and repeated the action numerous 
times before attempting it on the move. That 
said, when caught out in the rain, the visor has 

never let in water, as this method of 
closure does ensure a tight seal. The 
visor comes with a Pinlock, anti-mist 
insert, so fogging has never been an 
issue either. 

The understated graphics are stylish 
and the muted colours sit well with my 
other riding gear, there are other more 
colourful options and plain versions 
available too. Prices do vary and if you 
shop around, you can get some cracking 
deals at the moment. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.whyarai.co.uk
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‘Reassuringly comfortable’

1500 
MILES

Arai Quantic helmet £599.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Simon Relph 2 years 
I think the key to the 70 litre SW 
Motech 700 tail bag is its clever 
design. Where a lot of tail bags 
fall down, and I mean literally off 
one or the other side of the bike, 

the upside down ‘U’ shape of the bag helps 
it stay centred, as the two lower parts of the 
pack sit neatly either side of the saddle. To 
add to this, I tend to put any heavier items into 
these sections for both stability and to keep 
any weight as low as possible.

This bag can be quickly, easily and securely 
attached to most bikes in a matter of minutes 
thanks to the four loop straps which connect 
the bag to the bike, two either side, one 
towards the front and one towards the rear. 
Once the bag is roughly fitted on, it can be 
finely tuned. Made from 500D polyester with a 
double-sided coating (it is very waterproof), it 
has a main roll top opening which does a great 
job of keeping the wet out. There are plenty of 
extra fixings for additional drybags to attach, 
but I find the 70 litres of capacity is enough.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.sw-motech.com

‘70 litres is 
enough for me’

SW Motech Drybag 700 
£117.99

Tucano Urbano  
Over-gloves £37.99

Tested by Jim Moore for five 
months/2500 miles
Caberg’s Tourmax offers a lot 
at a modest price. Starting 
from £209.99 in plain colours, 
or £249.99 with graphics, this 

Italian-made lid is effectively three helmets 
in one: peaked for adventure riding, peak 
off for touring, or flip-up for city/low speed 
journeys. There’s an easy-to-operate internal 
sun visor for bright days as well as the main 
visor that offers an excellent field of vision 
even with the peak in place (a Pinlock insert 
comes as standard).

It scores highly in terms of comfort – the 
venting is good and the plushness of the 
removable/washable lining belies the lowly 
price point. The stiff plastic chin guard is 
annoying when taking the lid on and off as it 
gets in the way a bit and I’d prefer a D-strap 
rather than the ratchet fastener.  

At 1600 grams-plus it’s far from light, but 
it’s made from ABS plastic rather than more 
advanced materials. Overall, it’s impressive 
for the money. It’s Sharp 5-star rated, too. 
Sizes range from XS-XL.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.cabergcares.co.uk

‘Impressive for the price’

Tested by Michael Neeves for 16  
months / 2000 miles
During a January MCN250 a few 
years ago, riding a pair of Street 
Triples my hands got so cold and 
wet I lost the feeling in of all my 

fingers. When we stopped to warm 
up for a coffee, I had to get fellow 
tester Bruce Dunn to undo my 
crash helmet. Even the best 
Gore-Tex gloves give way to 
the elements at some point. 
Bruce didn’t suffer the same fate 
because he was wearing a pair of 
cheap, ten-pound Spada over-gloves. The Spadas 
are mittens and a bit clunky, but these Tucano 
gloves are easier to use and lined for extra 
warmth. They’re a little more expensive but well 
worth the price for warm, dry hands.  
Quality  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.tucanourbano.com

‘Worth the cash 
for dry hands’

2000 
MILES

Caberg Tourmax helmet £249.99

The vents make a positive difference

Visor catch 
takes a bit of 
practice
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John Doe Explorer  
jacket £332

‘Amazing mix 
of comfort and 
protection’
Tested by Mike Armitage for two  

months / 500 miles
Sorry, who? I’d not heard of  
John Doe until my teenage son  
Ed started looking for proper bike 
kit and began showing me clobber 

that matched his image requirements but still 
claimed to be genuine bike gear. The promise of 
comfort, ‘urban streetwear’ style and protection 
seemed too good to be true – but this Explorer 
jacket is great.

With more than a hint of a classic M65 military 
jacket, the Explorer is made from cotton twill but 
with XTM Fiber underneath. This is their 
abrasion-resistant material, which is 
also stretchy and includes Coolmax 
to make it breathable and non-
clammy. With this fancy material 
and discreet armour in the elbows, 
shoulders and back, the jacket has 
full-on AAA safety certification.

It’s staggering that something so light, comfy 
and easy to wear can be so handy at protecting 
your bark should it all go upside-down. There’s no 
clever-sounding waterproof membrane, however 
the tight weave of the cotton and a Beeswax finish 
mean it’s water-resistant to a column of 900mm 
– this means it’ll deflect unexpected showers but 
doesn’t have the weather-beating capabilities for 
a 400-mile ride in a winter storm. Not that you’d 
wear it in winter anyway; with no thermal liming 
the Explorer is what you’d call a ‘three-season’ 
jacket (at best).

Details are good. The press studs are large and 
satisfying to click, there are plenty of pockets, 
its interior lining has a quality feel, and the 
sleeves are long and so don’t ride-up on the bike. 
I appreciate the discreet logos and badges, too. In 
business since 2001, John Doe clearly believe in 
the product: there’s a five-year warranty. Colour 
options are Olive (this army-ish green), Camel 
(a warm sand colour) and Black (which is… er, 
black). Sizes range from XS to 5XL.

Buy directly from John Doe’s website (where 
you’ll also find some rather cool trousers, 
protective shirts, gloves, boots and more) and the 
Explorer is around £330 delivered to your door, 
depending on exchange rates. There are also a 
few stockists in the UK so you can go and see it 
for yourself, including SportsbikeShop.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.ridejohndoe.com

Aerodynamic spoiler for high-speed stability

Classic Arai 
shape and it’s 
so well made

Four loop 
straps keep it 
firmly in place

Quick and easy 
to secure and it 
carries loads

ESSENTIAL KIT

+

PROS & CONS

Quality, fit, styling, love it.  
Meets the new ECE22.06 rating

Fiddly visor opening. It is pricey 
but there are deals around–


