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ESSENTIAL KIT

1000
miles 
ON TEST

3800
miles
ON TEST

3000
 miles 
ON TEST

6000 
miles 
ON TEST

5000 
miles 
ON TEST

The Shoei has 
every feature 
you could want

AA rated with a 
stunning array 
of features 

They’re like two 
gloves in one

Doing the job 
after five years

Trainer style 
with safety too

Stay cool with 
zipped vents

‘Get ready for the Grand Tour’
Shoei GT-Air 3 £649.99

Pharao Grip N Dry £79.99

REV-IT! Poseidon GTX 
Jacket £779.99

EDZ Merino Wool Boot 
Socks £19.99

Alpinestars 
Speedforce £204.99

Aerodynamic design keeps it super-stable at speed

Tested by Richard Newland 
for 3 weeks
This new GT-Air 3, replacing the 
– you guessed it – GT-Air 2 
(£589.99) in the range, brings 

the latest ECE 22.06 certification, as well as  
a host of tweaks and upgrades to bring things 
like seamlessly integrated intercom 
preparation for the new SENA SRL 3 Mesh 
system, a well-designed drop-down sun visor, 
slippery aerodynamics and excellent venting 
together in one highly effective package. 

Some helmets take a bit of bedding-in, but 
the new GT-Air 3 felt sublime from the very 
first time I wore it. After one 17-mile commute, 
I had no hesitation bashing out a 300-mile ride 
the following day – and nor did I regret it. 

The lining is pleasingly robust feeling, whilst 
also being plush and soft; the micrometric 
buckle (now narrower than before) sits nice 
and naturally, and the venting means that 
there’s a cooling blast when needed, and none 

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for six months
With a name like Poseidon you’d 
expect a jacket to be handy in 
the wet, and this AA rated 

adventure textile from REV’IT! has proved to 
be an exceptional performer. Double and triple 
laminated Gore-Tex makes it impervious to 
rain, yet still allows moisture out to prevent 
that ‘boil in the bag’ feeling.

Generous air vents are provided for when 
the weather’s fine, with trick Fidlock magnetic 
catches to hold the front flaps open. The fit is 
fantastic, and I really like the straps for 
snugging the armour into position, especially 
the v-shaped belts either side of the torso that 
keep the optional chest and back protectors 
(£31.99 and £41.99 respectively) in place. CE 
Level 2 shoulder and elbow armour is included 
as standard. It has five external pockets, all 
waterproof, including a right-handed Napoleon 
pocket and a neat pouch on the left forearm 
for cards or toll passes. The Poseidon is well 
made and perfectly functional, making it good 
value for money despite the fairly high price.

Tested by Alison Silcox  
for three years
It’s an extravagance to have 
specific socks for riding, but 
these are worth the investment. 

I’ve worn them for over five years, particularly 
on longer trips, when comfort’s essential, and 
they’re great. Made from merino wool, they 
keep my feet comfortable, whatever the 
weather, and being calf length helps to ensure 
that boots don’t chafe. They’ve held their 
shape in the wash and the elasticated cuff  
is firm enough to avoid any 
slipping sock issues and it’s 
not lost any of it’s strength 
over the years either.

Tested by Carl Stevens  
for 18 months
In all my years of riding, I have 
yet to find a riding shoe as 
comfortable as the Speedforce 

from Alpinestars. 
They are modelled on  

a running shoe and they 
certainly feel like it, offering 
a similar level of contour 
and cushioning (with an 
8mm drop) to a standard 
shoe. Although it sounds like 
a gimmick, this truly does make 
them an absolute must if I’m going for a ride 
and a full day out, where I know that I’m going 
to be doing a load of walking too. 

Not only do the Alpinestars look great, but 
they’ve also held up well, with the bottom of 
the shoe (which is impressively grippy thanks 
to the design of the lugs) taking tens of 
thousands of miles of abuse both on foot and 
on two wheels, without wearing out 
excessively and losing any grip. 

My pair of Speedforce shoes have been 
through just about every element and offer 
decent levels of ventilation on a toasty day, 
although there is absolutely no water 
resistance if you get caught in a shower. 

They have even been subjected to multiple 
washes yet they haven’t faltered once, while 
the additional Softprene slip sock 
construction, which makes it quick and easy to 
get your foot in and keep it secure, hasn’t 
sagged at all. Although the shoes feel sturdy 
on my feet and come equipped with a 
Transversal Protection Frame (basically a 
metal bar and midsole reinforcement) 
alongside reinforced toe and heal protection it 
is evident that they don’t offer the same 
protection as a full-length boot – instead they 
offer what I believe is a cracking trade-off 
between comfort and safety. 

My only niggles come from the laces which 
could do with a little compartment to tuck in 
the excess (they’re a bit long) while the 
internal shifting pad feels a bit too soft and I’d 
like a bit more support on upshifts. 

Aside from that, they’re a cracking little pair 
of boots that tick all the right boxes for me, in 
terms of style, substance and protection. Oh, 
and as an extra bonus if you’re a bit shorter 
they also offer a few extra millimetres of 
height for tiptoeing on taller bikes!

Tested by Dan Sutherland 
for six months/3000 miles
I’ve been using these three-
season gloves throughout 
summer and autumn across a 

number of bikes, and they have been seriously 
impressive for the price. They can be worn in 
two configurations, placing your fingers in 
comfortable, warm pocket inside the glove 
during colder months, or in an outer 
perforated pouch for warmer rides. They are 
comfortable to temperatures as low as 10 
degrees, and up to around 25 degrees.

For the price, you also get touchscreen 

compatible index fingers, hard plastic knuckle 
and finger protection, plus SuperFabric 
reinforcements on the cuff. There’s also a 
visor wipe on the left index finger.

Unfortunately, during rain storms, the 
gloves do not remain waterproof – defending 
your digits from a light shower and nothing 
more. This is despite including a Clime-Max 
membrane – said to be waterproof, windproof, 
and breathable. More positive is the length of 
the cuff, which slips over a thick textile jacket 
sleeve – preventing wind and water ingress. 

at all when it isn’t. I wear glasses, and they can 
slide effortlessly into place, too. 

Wind noise is minimal, while turbulence 
appears to be near non-existent on the bikes 
I’ve ridden (Multi V4 Rally and VFR800F). At 
motorways speeds, or more, it’s completely 
stable. I’ve fitted the chin curtain and nose 
guard to my helmet – both are supplied in the 
box – and it delivers a draught-free ride. The 
only negative is that for those of us who are 
follicly challenged, the EPS channels leave an 
imprint on your head after a long ride, meaning 
you look like an extra from Star Trek.

The one downside to ECE 22.06 appears to 
be a universal increase in average mass, 
meaning the GT-Air 3 isn’t float-away light, 
with a claimed mass of 1750-1800g, and 
measured on my kitchen scales 1802g with 
the Pinlock, chin curtain and nose guard fitted. 
But while it feels solid in your hand, you don’t 
notice any extra mass when you’re wearing it. 

The visor change system is pretty effortless 

to use, but not perfect. I find the ‘hook-and-
click’ mounting system to be seamless half 
the time and infuriating for the rest. It’s the 
same system as I have on the Hornet ADV and 
I’ve never worked out why it’s a two-second 
job sometimes, and a 30-second job at other 
times. Much easier with a clear visor than a 
dark one, too – because you can actually see 
what you’re trying to do. 

Despite the slightly gut-wrenching price, in 
terms of value, I’d say it’s bang on the money.

Venting is perfect and the lining is plush

+

PROS & CONS

Super-quiet and stable,  
superb integration of features

It’s a hefty outlay at this end  
of the quality spectrum–

Micrometric 
buckle is now 
narrower than 
before and 
sits naturally

Quality  Value  
shoeiassured.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.revitsport.com

Quality  
Value  
edzlayering.com  

Quality  Value  
www.alpinestars.com

‘Poseidon reigns 
in wet weather’

‘Total comfort’ 

‘Unbeatable  
for comfort’

‘Affordable, but not waterproof’

Quality  Value  
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 




