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Handy if you can’t 
mount the phone 
on the bars

Declare war  
on bug splats

V2 Sponge visor cleaner £2.99

SW-Motech Smart-
phone Drybag £25.00

Shoei Helmet  
Carry Bag £79.99

Arai Tour X4 £599.99

Tested by Joseph Wright  
for six months
Although I was impressed by 
the SW-Motech Pro tank bag, 
the absence of a dedicated 

phone compartment left me disappointed. My 
quest for a phone carrier compatible with the 
integrated system led me to SW-Motech’s 
universal smartphone dry bag, and with 
on-bike navigation at the forefront of my mind, 
I promptly obtained one. 

While initially perplexed by the installation, 
referring to the instructions simplified the 
process. In under five minutes, I’d attached 
and adjusted the drybag. The adjustability 
feature really stands out, ensuring 
compatibility for most bike types, from sporty 
to naked and adventurous. 

Living with this product has proved its 
practicality, particularly when you have scant 
handlebar space for fixed mounts such as a 
quadlock. The absence of a sun shade is only  
a minor drawback, especially in the UK. 

At £25 this product offers great value, 
boosting travel confidence as an efficient navi 
aid. The universal phone drybag is a must-
have for SW-Motech pro tank bag owners.

Tested by Michael Neeves 
for one year
Shoei aren’t only one of the 
leading helmet brands, but the 
bags they make to carry them 

are top notch, too. Since most people just 
wear their lids, it’s a niche product, but for 
those who need to carry one from A to B their 
Premium Helmet Carry Bag is practical and 
robust. I’ve used it travelling to new bike 
launches where my lid stays protected and 
there’s room to spare in the main padded 
compartment and substantial side pocket. It’s 
strong, too, as I discovered when 
I carried a 22kg VW Golf 
battery five miles from the 
shop to my house.

Tested by Michael Guy  
for one year
I’m now on my second Tour X4 
helmet having had a Tour X3 
before that meaning I’ve been 

wearing Arai’s adventure helmet for nearly  
20 years. While it’s not perfect, it remains my 
go to adventure helmet despite testing 
alternatives from AGV, Klim and Shoei. 

One of the key factors that keeps me coming 
back for more is the fit. I wear an XS and unlike 
other helmets, Arai have 
different outer shell sizes 
meaning that I’m not 
wearing a helmet with a 
large outer shell and lots of 
padding to make it fit 
correctly. This in turn makes 
it feel and look better.

Despite the smaller outer shell the 
X4 is a heavy helmet weighing in at 1.73kg 
even in size XS. It actually takes me by 
surprise whenever I pick it up, especially 
compared to an all carbon Klim Krios I’ve also 
been using recently. But while the X4 feels 
heavy when you pick it up, it is well balanced 
so the moment you put it on your head the 
weight becomes largely irrelevant. 

I’ve done some long days wearing the X4 
and the weight and balance of the helmet has 
never been a factor. 

I’ve used the helmet with both clear and a 
light smoke visor and both give excellent 
vision and minimal glare. The light smoke 
visor gives the same quality and contrast as  
a decent pair of sun glasses. 

Compared to a motocross helmet the peak 
is short but it’s enough to act as a sunshade 
when the sun is low in the sky or give 
protection from rocks roosted up by the rider 
in front by simply dropping your head. 

Despite the peak the smooth lines of the 
outer shell make it more than acceptable for 
sustained motorway speeds. I always expect 
the peak to make it feel worse than a regular 
road helmet but in reality, when riding my 
longterm test bike – KTM 1290 Super 
Adventure R it seems quieter than a regular 
non-peaked helmet.

My only real gripe is that changing visors  
is a slow and laborious task which requires 
removing four screws and the peak, which all 
have the habit of separating just when you 
don’t want them to!

Tested by Ben Clarke  
for three months
The V2 Sponge visor cleaner kit 
is one of those products that 
just works. It’s cheap, incredibly 

simple to use, convenient, fits in your pocket 
and does the job it claims to, too. I used one of 
these through peak summer (if we had one 
this year) when the bugs were out in force and 
since I’ve been riding a super-naked, there’s 
been nothing to stop them all from hitting me 
in the face. A quick bit of gentle scrubbing with 
the V2 followed by a polish with the drying 
cloth (included) sees them off quickly and 

easily – even if you leave the job until the 
following morning. The packaging is really 
handy, everything comes in a plastic ‘baggy’ 
with second smaller one inside so the damp 
sponge doesn’t come into contact with the 
drying cloth. The whole lot fits easily in your 
inside jacket pocket or a rucksack 
compartment. After a few days, the sponge 
develops a smell familiar to anyone who’s left 
gym forgotten gym kit in a bag, but if you can 
put up with that the sponge is still effective 
until it literally falls apart.

Quality  Value  
sw-motech.com

Quality  
Value  
www.shoeiassured.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.araihelmet.eu

‘Now I can phone home!’

‘I carried a 22kg 
car battery in it’

‘It’s my go-to lid 
for adventures’

‘Simple and effective’

Quality  Value  
www.visorvision.co.uk

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

It’s new in from 
Shoei and very 
hard to fault

‘Pricey… but worth it’
Shoei Neotec 3 £589.99

The flip is a single-handed operation via the red button

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for three weeks
The Neotec 3 is the latest 
evolution of Shoei’s popular 
flip-front and comes with a 

comprehensive suite of upgrades, not least  
of which is certification to ECE 22.06. As with 
previous versions, it’s P/J homologated for 
use either open or closed and includes 
creature comforts such as a drop-down 
sunshade and prep for an intercom.

Out of the box the Neotec 3 oozes quality, 
from the hand laid AIM shell (that’s Advanced 
Integrated Matrix, a complex construction 
using fibreglass and organic fibres) to the 
plush moisture wicking interior. Shoei have 
used three different fabrics for the lining, and 
this makes it one seriously comfortable lid.

The interior has a sumptuous, organic 
plushness that reflects the high standards 
expected of a hand-crafted product, but Shoei 
have taken this one step further by providing 

the option of a full custom fitting. After having 
measurements taken by their in-house 
specialist, mine had a couple of pads inserted 
to adjust the height and the result is as close 
to perfection as you can get.

The flip front is operated by a single red 
button at the front. It’s a simple, one-handed 
job, and similarly closure requires just light 
pressure to engage the lock pins. It doesn’t 
create much drag at town speeds when open, 
with enough airflow through the gap over the 
helmet to prevent it acting like an airbrake.

Ventilation includes redesigned intake ports 
on the chin and brow, controllable through 
three positions. It’s easy to use, even in chunky 
winter gloves, and effective, with warm air 
being drawn out by an exhaust vent at the rear.

The visor now has a central locking 
mechanism and lift tab, which Shoei claim will 
prevent a visor twisting issue suffered by the 
outgoing model. I found that pinching the tab 
to lift causes your thumb to unlock the visor in 

one movement, which works so well I can only 
assume it’s by design. There’s a thick, squishy 
bead for weatherproofing, and so far that has 
kept both the rain out and a sustained attack 
from a garden hose by way of testing.

At £589.99 for the basic white or black, it’s 
not a cheap lid, and when you add in the 
bespoke SENA SRL-3 intercom for £339.99 
you really are paying top dollar. But what 
you’re getting is a class-leading helmet in 
terms of comfort and function.

It’s comms-ready for the SENA SRL-3 system

+

PROS & CONS

Excellent fit, low noise levels, 
premium feel, integrated comms 

At 1750g (without comms), it’s a 
relatively heavy option–

Vents are 
three-way 
adjustable 
and it’s an 
easy task with 
a gloved hand

Quality  Value  
feridax.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★


