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ESSENTIAL KIT

1000 
MILES 
ON TEST

2300 
MILES 
ON TEST

2000 
MILES 
ON TEST

10,000+ 
MILES 
ON TEST

2000
 MILES 
ON TEST

Plenty of comfort 
and ventilation  
for track riding 

Make any glove 
screen friendly

Perfect for a 
double digit  
dirt crasher…

Be ready 
for any 
downpour

Top comfort 
and spec too

Self-adhesive 
and so easy

‘Aspirational – but expensive’
Dainese Avro 4 two-piece suit £1059.95

Alpinestars Bionic Tech V2 £264.99

Oxford SmartFingers 
£14.99

Oxford Rainseal  
Pro MS £99.99

HJC RAPHA 91 
£499.99

Knee sliders are easy to adjust

Tested by Dan Sutherland 
for six months
There’s something special 
about Dainese riding kit. That 
iconic badging, the quality of the 

leather; it’s an aspirational brand that’s 
continued to evolve over more than 50 years. 

This Avro two-piece is no exception (and for 
just shy of £1060 I would bloody well hope so) 
– offering sophisticated yet understated looks, 
AA CE ratings, a small aerodynamic hump on 
the jacket, air vents on the chest, and more. 

Neither a back or chest protector come as 
standard though, meaning I had to equip the 
suit with a CE Level 2 Dainese Pro-Armour 
Short 2 to keep my spine safe – adding an 
extra £169.95 to the bill. Yours may well fit 
already, but the thicker designs I tend to use 
simply didn’t fit with the cut of the garments. 

I’ve been wearing this suit during sportier 
road rides, as well as on track. I like the feel 
and security of leathers on the road, but 

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for three months
When I first saw Oxford’s 
SmartFingers I thought they 
were a bit of a gimmick, but as  

I switched to heated gloves for winter they 
suddenly became a must-have item. The 
reason is that despite costing over £200, my 
cosy Keis G601 heated gloves aren’t touch-
screen friendly, which is insanely irritating 
when trying to use a satnav or paying for fuel 
via a pay-at-pump app. 

Six pads are included in the resealable foil 
pack, and each covers a significant area of the 
fingertip or thumb. They’re pre-cut, so it’s 
simply a case of peel and stick. They work 
exactly as advertised, with an accurate and 
effortless operation, and despite being in near 
continuous use as the main point of contact 
for brake and clutch lever, they haven’t lifted 
or worn in any way.

At £14.99 for half-a-dozen stick-on patches 
they sound expensive, but that’s massively 
outweighed by the convenience of not having 
to unplug, unzip and whip off my gloves.

Tested by Richard Newland 
for four years
Almost every wet ride in the last 
four years has seen this 
lightweight, compact and hardy 

jacket acting as my first line of defence. When 
not in use, it lives in my rucksack or a pannier 
(it can be packed away into its own inner 
pocket), and has been used against summer 
deluges at home and abroad, and throughout 
British winters. It’s really pleasing in use, and 
has a soft second-skin-like feel to it. You 
should order your actual jacket size – don’t 
upsize. The waterproof material is also 
breathable, and crucially it’s able to 
stretch in all directions, 
meaning you can get a snug fit 
without it being restrictive or 
uncomfortable. Love it. 

Tested by Alison Silcox  
for three months
I’ve been a fan of HJC helmets 
for ages and was keen to try the 
latest flip-front offering. I’m 

happy to say I’ve not been disappointed with 
the quality, comfort and fit. It’s been great and 
is now my go-to helmet.

I like the styling, design and ease of use. 
Vents are well placed and offer enough 
draught to be comfortable even on the 
warmest day. The visor aperture is large and 
the visor easy to open/close with the larger-
than-average tab. 

I headed out on a 1600-mile round 
trip for the first wear of this lid, 
that is the confidence I had in 
the brand, and I wasn’t 
disappointed. Padding is soft 
and plush, it shows no signs 
of wear plus it’s retained the 
new helmet smell, even after I 
was stuck in torrential rain and 
riding for ten hours in one day. 

One thing I have learned in recent times is 
that I have to wear a medium lid, my previous 
HJC helmets were always in size small but 
since the change to ECE 22.06 they seem a 
little more snug. One slight criticism at 1700g 
it is heavier than most lids I’ve worn of late but 
the weight doesn’t make it uncomfortable. 

Flip-front lids are great for touring, and I’ve 
worn loads over the years. This one has all the 
practical elements that I’ve come to expect. 
The drop-down sun visor is easy to operate, 
via a lever on the left underside of the helmet 
and the visor is sufficiently tinted to be of use. 
There’s a Pinlock anti-fog insert, which is 
essential for year-round riding. The clear visor 
is quick release and it’s incredibly easy to 
open, even with a gloved hands, as there’s a 
large tab to grab hold of. 

Vents are easy to operate and provide 
sufficient air to keep cool on the hottest of 
days. If you are a glasses wearer, there are 
grooves to accommodate the arms and the 
helmet also comes ready to accept an 
intercom (purchased separately).

The placement of vents and spoilers give 
the HJC a sporty feel and where quite often 
flip-front lids can look dull, this one doesn’t. It 
is pricey at close to £500, but in my opinion it’s 
worth the investment as it’s comfortable, has 
plenty of quality touches… and can you put a 
price on safety?

Tested by Carl Stevens  
for nine months
I’m a big fan of going off-road, 
but unfortunately, off-roading 
isn’t a big fan of me. I’m not shy 

of falling off and even though this jacket has 
seen crashes in the double digits (it’s amazing 
what MX and enduro does) not only has it 
always kept me safe and intact, but it has held 
up impressively well too.

There’s a shed-load of armour that covers 
everything important, from the hard back and 

chest protection to the kidney belt and the 
abrasion-resistant material that it’s 
constructed from. It fits perfectly snug to the 
skin too and is not only comfortable enough to 
wear all day without any issues at all, but is 
also well ventilated for when things get a bit 
sweaty. There’s also now a Bionic Tech V3 
jacket on sale from Alpinestars, meaning that 
if you shop around you might just be lucky in 
bagging yourself a good deal on the V2. 

wearing a one-piece suit pre-cut for a tucking 
position can be uncomfortable for long 
periods off of the bike.

With its zip-around waist, the Dainese 
design does away with this problem, allowing 
me to walk around normally without 
discomfort. On particularly hot days, I can also 
unzip the top from the bottom, however I’ve 
become less inclined to do so as it’s quite a 
stubborn zip to get round by yourself. Tucking 
the bulky legs into my boots can also 
sometimes be an issue – causing discomfort 
on foot unless perfectly positioned. 

Elsewhere though, the small hump does 
mean you can wear the suit with a rucksack in 
place – adding a little extra practicality over a 
fully track-focused design. The styling also 
fits with motorcycles of pretty much any 
colour, with the shoulder and wrist zips easily 
accessed and adjusted on the go. 

Sadly this is where the practicalities end, as 
although this suit will be worn largely by road 

riders, there are no pockets at all. This means 
some form of luggage solution, or bag, must 
be worn with pretty much every use – a glaring 
omission on a product this expensive.

What’s more, although the comfort and 
ventilation feels good out on track, the central 
zip attaching the trousers to the jacket can 
slightly compromise your freedom of 
movement on the bike – something that’s 
particularly felt on changes of direction. 

Leather feels quality and the suit is CE AA rated

+

PROS & CONS

Nicely made, more comfortable 
off the bike than a one-piece 

No pockets for carrying keys or 
wallet, stiff central zip–

The waist zip 
is sturdy but 
can be stiff to 
operate when 
you are out 
and about

Quality  Value  
www.dainese.com

Quality  Value  
oxfordproducts.com

Quality  
Value  
www.oxfordproducts.com

Quality  Value  
www.oxfordproducts.com 

‘No more taking 
your gloves off’

‘It feels like a 
second skin’

‘Was good for  
a 10-hour day’

‘Serious protection for off-road fun’

Quality  Value  
www.alpinestars.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 




