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ESSENTIAL KIT

Full-faced and 
ready for action

Flipped into jet mode and ready for summer

THE MCN SHOWCASE

ALL-ROUND
CRASH

HELMETS
Treat yourself to some new

 headgear for the start of the
riding season

l Each helmet tested 
for hundreds of miles of 

real-world riding
l Comfort, fit and

noise rated

Two 
months

ON TEST

RATINGS 
Exceptional Very good Good Average Poor 

READ OUR LATEST IN-DEPTH KIT REVIEWS
Go online now: www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-kit

21,500
miles
ON TEST

Three 
years
ON TEST

Arai Quantic Face 
helmet £599.99

Shoei NXR2 from 
£429.99

Tested by Richard 
Newland, 3 years
The Quantic was 
one of the first ECE 
22.06 helmets, and 

is 4-star rated by SHARP, only 
losing points on side impact 
protection at the highest speed 
rating. Airflow is strong via the 
chin, brow, forehead, top vents 
and multiple exhausts – while I’ve 
suffered no water ingress during 
persistent rain, or unwanted 
draughts when closed. The 
MaxVision Pinlock visor is 
excellent, with a wide and sporty 
aperture. The fit and finish is 
great, and it still looks almost 
new after over 20,000 miles. The 
only demerit being a lost brow 
vent that needed to be replaced.

Tested by Simon 
Brown  
for three years, 
3000 miles
This lid doesn’t look 

fancy, but it’s very, very good. The 
NXR2 meets ECE 22.06 – while it’s 
also comfortable and quiet. A wide 
aperture provides a panoramic field 
of vision and there is little in the way 
of wind noise. Shoei improved the 
cheek and ear padding and revised 
the seal around the visor over the 
NXR, and it’s paid off. Stability at 
speed is spot on and it is light at 
1450g. Swapping the visor is stress 
free, as is removing the lining. There 
are vents on the chin, forehead and 
either side of the head. 

MCN rating 
www.whyarai.co.uk

MCN rating 
shoeiassured.co.uk

‘Superb comfort’

‘Not flash, it’s just 
very, very good’

2500
miles
ON TEST

Six
months

ON TEST

Great vents and 
it’s quiet too

Carbon adds a 
touch of class

Spot on for track riding and you can 
fit the spoiler if you are so inclined

Double D-ring is 
a real bonus

Nishua NRX-3 
Carbon £276.50

Schuberth S3 £499.99

HJC RPHA1 Austin 
GP £799.99

Tested by Charlotte 
King for five months
From the first time 
that I pulled this 
helmet onto my head, 
it was immediately 

evident that this was a top-spec 
product. The interior is plush and 
hasn’t shown any signs of wear at all 
in five months of regular use, and the 
fit is as if it were made for me. The 
visor is crystal clear, even after 

multiple washes, and the glossy 
paint finishes it beautifully. 

The ventilation is more than 
adequate, with plenty of airflow; the 
chin vent pushes air across the 
Pinlock-enabled visor, virtually 
eradicating misting and the brow 
vents allow so much airflow that a 
touch of brain freeze is a risk in 
winter if you leave them wide open. 

Having forgotten my earplugs on 
one ride, I was forced to ride without 

(not recommended) and the 
Schuberth is surprisingly quiet, 
which in turn means that the 
integrated Sena SC2 intercom is 
plenty loud enough, even when you 
are wearing earplugs. 

Having used this helmet for all 
rides, including commuting for a few 
months, it’s safe to say, I’ll take some 
convincing to use anything else. 

Tested by Chris 
Newbigging for  
two years
HJC’s top-line track 
helmet is extremely 

focused in its fit and design, and not 
intended for day-to-day convenience 
and comfort. It isn’t unduly 
uncomfortable, but the very snug fit 
means an hour or so is as much as I’d 
like to wear it without a break. The 
visor has screw-in fittings, and 
there’s no drop-down either: if 
you want to swap, it’s a 
more convoluted job.

That said, used for the 
intended track purpose, it’s 
very good, with decent 
venting, a visor aperture that 
gives proper forward vision 
even in a tuck, and a respectable 
ability to wick sweat away and 
maintain comfort levels. The D-ring 
fastener is simple, traditional but 
works as well as ever – I wouldn’t 
want anything else for extreme use.

It’s proven robust over two years 
of riding, as well as carting it on 
planes to press events, with only one 
significant stone chip from following 

another bike at very close quarters. 
It comes with a Pinlock in the box 

(which fits well and keeps mist at 
bay) and a clear spoiler ready 

to fit, should you need 
200mph aerodynamic 
performance… I don’t take 
myself quite that seriously, 
so didn’t bother. This colour 

(Red Bull Austin) is not 
current, but still available from 

some outlets: and like all the current 
options, at significant discount too. 

They can be had for £460, which 
makes it decent value in the scheme 
of FIM-approved race-grade 
helmets, though I’m not sure it’d be 
the top choice if you had to pay the 
full asking price.

Tested by Dan 
Sutherland for six 
months
My time with the 
Nishua NRX-3 Carbon 

was mixed. I liked the way it looked, 
and the features available for a 
modest price, however I did struggle 
with long-distance comfort. 

Designed with a sporty side 
profile, it weighs around 1350g and 
feels light on your head. You get a 
double D-ring fastener rather than  
a ratchet, and I liked the exposed 
carbon weave and rear spoiler.

Out on the road, there’s an 
impressive field of vision and the 
sound deadening qualities are 
perfectly acceptable when equipped 
with earplugs. From a safety 
standpoint, it meets the latest  
ECE 22.06 standards. 

I wore it for a number of weekend 
rides, and a couple of my 100-mile 
round trips to the office – with the 
chin curtain doing its bit to keep the 
wind away from my face, and the 
Pinlock keeping the visor mist-free.

I would’ve liked an internal sun 
visor – especially as you don’t get a 

tinted spare in the box. I can also only 
really wear it for around an hour at a 
time before I’m desperate to take it 
off because it squashes the upper 
edges of my head, and the tips of my 
ears against the inner lining. 

MCN rating 
www.schuberth.com

MCN rating 
oxfordproducts.com

‘Immediately my new favourite’

‘Very good for 
track riding’

‘Smart but 
uncomfy’

MCN rating 
www.louis-moto.co.uk

3000
miles
ON TEST

‘It’s two helmets in one’
Shark OXO £369.99

Tested by Al Silcox 
for two months
I’m a big fan of the 
Shark OXO, which is the 
latest dual-

homologated lid from French
manufacturer Shark. I’ve been
wearing their helmets for a quarter of 
a century and have always been 
impressed with the quality, from the 
very first Foggy rep in 1996 through 
the entire evolution of the flip-fronted 
models. Over the years they’ve gone 
from strength to strength, and this 
one is a vast improvement on the 
earlier versions.

Made from polycarbonate, the  
OXO has a fully removable liner, which 
is plush and soft, there are slots to 
accommodate the arms of glasses 
The chin strap is fully adjustable and 
the quick-release closure is very  
easy to operate. 

There’s a good field of vision 
through the large visor and when in 
jet mode, it offers plenty of wind 
protection. A Pinlock anti-fog insert is 
included, and it is a two-minute job to 
fit; push small tabs on the upper edge 
of both sides of the visor and it’s
removed, then clicks back into place. 
The drop-down sun visor is easy to 
use via a slider on the lefthand edge 
of the lid which locks into place and is 
released by a small button. It's dark 
enough to be of use, but as with most 
drop-down visors, it does have a 
tendency to mist up on cold rides. 

The two well-placed vents are easy 
to operate, but I’ve not tested them to 
full effect because riding in winter 
doesn’t require even more cold air. I
always wear earplugs, and there are 
no issues with noise. 

The OXO is prepped to 
accommodate an intercom, which is 

welcome, but I’ve not tested it with 
one, so can’t comment on its 
suitability for the task.

In the full-face position, it’s a sleek 
design, but once the chin bar is moved 
to the open-faced position from the 
side view it’s a bit lumpy and bumpy. 
From the front view, jet mode looks 
OK – and not too much like you’re 
about to be shot out of a canon. 

I’ve worn the EXO, a previous 
evolution, and the OXO is an 
improvement, in particular with 
regard to the chin bar. To swap the 
helmet from full-faced to open-faced 
(jet mode) is one smooth, easy move, 
and can be done single-handed. 
There’s a button that locks the chin 
bar into open-face mode, and it can be 
used safely (and legally, as it’s
dual-homologated) in either the open 
or closed positions. 

This is a well-priced lid, with the Fun fact, Ali’s favourite film is Top Gun

+

PROS & CONS

Great flip mechanism, 
comfortable from the off

It’s a five-star helmet  
and I can’t fault it–

The flip operation is quick and easy

MCN rating 
www.nevis.uk.com

flexibility of being both full and 
open-faced, to my mind, it’s a buy one, 
get one free deal, as it’s effectively
two helmets in one. Available in a full 
range of sizes and there are a variety 
of colour options, with the plain 
version starting at just over £300. I’ve 
worn this for the duration of my 
winter commutes and I can see 
myself wearing this on my summer 
tours due to its comfort and 
practicality – and I’m confident the lid 
will outlive its five-year warranty.


