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ESSENTIAL KIT

3350
miles
ON TEST

4000
miles
ON TEST

1500
miles
ON TEST

1000
miles
ON TEST

10k
miles
ON TEST

Great quality 
and smart looks

Pricey but the 
spec is high

Top quality and 
UK made too

Sleeves stay in 
position well

Catalogue pose? 
Me? Never…

Two choices  
for insulation

‘Feature packed – but heavy’
NEXX X.WED3 £509.99

Evotech Performance Headlight Guard £89.99

Rukka R-Star Gore-Tex 
gloves £280

Oxford Advanced 
Expedition MS £79.99

 VnM Sport ActivCool-
GP base layers £88

Impressive vents and the peak is removable

Tested by Justin Hayzelden 
for four months
It’s taken seven years for the 
latest version of NEXX’s 
adventure lid to reach the 

shelves and I was really keen to find out if the 
wait for the X.WED3 had been worth it.

Well, first off, fit is absolutely bang on. I take 
a medium and it slipped comfortably onto my 
noggin without any need for adjustment. The 
padding is soft to the touch and has a plush, 
cushioned feel to it, with plenty of spring in the 
foam to keep it snug without undue pressure.

I’ve spent many a full day riding around the 
back roads of Norfolk, and it’s barely been off 
my head for more than the few minutes it 
takes to scoff a snack. I’ve not once felt the 
need to remove it to give my skull a break.

The visor mechanism deserves a special 
mention, in particular the way it locks in the 
fully open and closed positions. Springs at 
either side pull its locator lugs firmly into deep 

Tested by Simon Relph  
for nine months
The Rukka R-Star’s are so warm 
and super-comfortable. They 
are nicely made with supple full 
leather exterior, breathable 

Gore-Tex membrane to keep the wet out and 
soft warm fleece interior to keep warm. 

There are a choice of two parallel entries 
– warm and grip – when putting them on, one 
allows your hand to be nearer to the palm with 
more of the insulation on the back of the hand, 
perfect for winter riding in bikes with heated 
grips, as the heat can permeate through much 
more easily, while the back of the hand is more 
insulated from the cold. The second option 
offers extra insulation to the palm.

Protection consists of hard amour on the 
knuckles, fingers, and softer Super-fabric 
protection for the scaphoid bone.

Take care not to pull the lining out with your 
fingers, but if it happens, use the end of a 
wooden spoon to poke it back. Comfortable, 
warm, yet sturdy in all the right places, these 
are the perfect winter riding gloves.

Tested by Al Silcox for  
three months
This underlayer is a great 
addition to my wardrobe. It 
combines comfort with warmth, 

the thermal layer is both breathable and 
windproof. There’s a fleece lining, which is 
comfortable against the skin and makes me 
feel cosy, without making me sweat. Cuffs 
have thumb holes, and the hem around the 
base of the jacket is elasticated. 

Outer zipped pockets are well placed and 
large enough to stow keys or a wallet. I’ve 
chucked the jacket through the wash a few 
times and it’s not lost any of its shape. 
Leggings and a gilet are available 
so if you want to go for layers 
you’ll always have the right 
level of warmth. 

Tested by Carl Stevens  
for six years
When I’m on the lookout for 
riding kit, quality and comfort 
are key and the ActivCool-GP 

base layers from VnM Sport deliver both of 
those to an impressive standard. 

Whether commuting or smashing  
massive miles, base layers are far more 
comfortable than just normal ‘civvy’ clothing. 
They make it easy to slide riding kit on and off 
and stop discomfort both from 
bulky protection, and from 
the elements, whether that 
be cold weather from the 
outside, or sweat and 
precipitation from the skin.

For summer rides they’re 
an absolute must. If you don’t 
use base layers I’d highly recommend giving  
a set a go, and these ActivCool-GP items are 
without a doubt the very best that  
I have ever sampled in over ten years of 
experimentation. 

They boast an impressive cooling ability and 
comfort; I genuinely can’t think of anything 
negative about them, besides the fact that 
they are on the higher end of the scale where 
price is concerned. 

The seams are all placed so well that 
there’s no discomfort, while the use of some 
special fabric and fibres reduces muscle 
fatigue and arm pump (thanks to the 
compression, which soothes the vibration 
force and therefore your muscles). By using  
a rather swanky honeycomb structure, the 
fabric breaths much easier than cotton and 
will dry eight times faster too. 

They’re very comfortable, and don’t restrict 
or feel too tight at all, and they really are 
pleasing, especially on those incredibly toasty 
rides. Yet the best part is, I got this exact set 
all the way back in 2018, and I still use them 
today. They’ve been used for thousands of 
miles and endured countless washes, and 
they are still as good as when they first 
arrived, with just a tiny bit of elasticity lost and 
a little bit of wear on the outside of the fabric 
– yet even still, they’re a valuable part of my 
get-up with many miles left in them yet.

Tested by Richard Newland 
for one month
Headlights have come a long 
way since they all had Lucas 
written on them and were made 

of glass. With that development, they have 
also become rather expensive, and a stone 
rocketing off a car tyre like a speeding bullet 
on the motorway, or roosted from the bike in 
front on a stoney trail, can do a fair bit of 
damage. With that in mind, I’m a big fan of 
fitting a guard on adventure bikes. And they 
don’t come better in terms of build quality, 
precision, and aesthetic charm than the 

output from Lincolnshire firm, Evotech. This 
guard, new for the BMW R1300GS, is 
constructed from premium stainless steel, 
punched with hexagonal holes and formed to 
perfectly align with the new ‘starfish’ lamp. 
Once made, it’s powdercoated, premium 
fittings are added, and there’s even little 
rubber grommets to keep it spaced/damped. 
And I love the understated classy styling, 
subtle branding and matt finish. I’ve been to 
the factory to see these parts being made, and 
it’s a seriously impressive process.

detents, which in the open position prevents it 
from shutting unexpectedly; very handy if 
you’re on rough terrain and want to maintain 
maximum airflow, and when closed it 
increases pressure on the weather seal, 
effectively rendering it watertight. Despite 
riding regularly in near monsoon conditions on 
the A47 (such are the joys of a UK spring) it 
hasn’t sprung a leak anywhere. 

If there’s one thing the X.WED3 is not short 
of, it’s ventilation. The frontal area has seven 
separate adjustable vents, and when you have 
them all open at once, you can literally feel the 
wind in your hair. The top three have a 
tendency to whistle, but the intensity varies 
depending on screen and riding position.

Patagonian pan pipes aside, it is quiet in 
general use. It includes a gasket between the 
EPS and outer shell designed to soak up 
vibrations from turbulent air, and it certainly 
seems to work. The peak also has rubber 
mounts to prevent resonance from buffeting.

My only real issue is the weight. It tips our 
scales at 1.92 kg and that’s a lot of bulk. It’s 
biased towards the front too, causing it to pull 
your chin down before lift from the peak takes 
over. Oh, and the chin strap is way too long. 
This can easily get twisted and cause the 
padded outer sheath to bunch up. 

Build quality is high, and it does feel like a 
lot of helmet for the money, especially as it 
comes with goodies such as GoPro mounts 
and a spare smoked visor. 

Visor locks in both the up and down position

+

PROS & CONS

Quiet with or without peak, well 
integrated comms, airflow

Chin strap too long, bit heavy, 
ventilation ports can whistle–

Plush lining 
makes for 
all-day 
comfort with 
no pressure 
points 

Quality  Value  
nexx-helmet.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.tranam.co.uk

Quality  
Value  
oxfordproducts.com

Quality  Value  
www.vnmsport.com

‘Warm and super- 
comfortable’

‘Climate control’

‘What’s not to like?’

‘Built properly to protect and serve’

Quality  Value  
www.evotech-performance.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 


