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ESSENTIAL KIT

Merlin Curborough 
D30 Heated Gloves 
£229.99

2500 
miles 
ON TEST

Five
 months 

ON TEST

Six
 months 

ON TEST

Drop visor is excellent 
and overall the Nexx 
is a pleasure to use

Easy foam 
on the go

Hard armour and 
a secure fit too

Five hours of warmth on the 
lowest of the settings

Great fit and comfort from Knox

‘A great alternative’
Nexx X.WST3 Fluence £359.99

Oxford Montreal 
4.0 MS Dry2Dry 
£59.99

Muc-Off Mobile 
Pressure Washer 
£250

Knox Shield 
Hoodie £329.99

Aggressive, street design is bold, but the X.WST3 works well

Tested by Steve 
Herbert-Mattick for 
six months
I’m a long-time fan of 
Nexx helmets, having 

used them on-and-off since 2016.  
The feature-laden X.WST3 is the 
Portuguese manufacturer’s latest 
street style product and includes a 
drop-down sun visor, quick-release 
cheek pads, built-in intercom and 
action camera integration, great 
ventilation, F.R.S fast release safety 
system and all-day comfort from its 
high-quality lining.

This is the third helmet brand since 
the introduction of ECE 22.06 where 
I’ve had to go up to a medium, having 
always been a small. The shell is 
slightly on the large side (there are 
three shell sizes covering eight 
helmet sizes). The silky-smooth, 
anti-allergy, anti-sweat, fully 

Tested by Charlotte 
King for five months
Living in a first floor 
flat, my motorbikes 
are kept in a garage 

that’s too far away to have mains 
water or power, so this was the 
perfect answer. Thanks to a power 
tool style rechargeable battery and 
large water tank, it’s portable.

The pressure it provides through 
the multiple different lances is 
plenty to clean a bike, without 
causing damage. It has made 
cleaning my bike less hassle, and I 
get a better result with less effort. 

The battery has only been charged 
once so far and I have managed to do 
two full bike cleans and my little car, 
and the battery indicator still shows 
one bar of charge remaining. I found 
that I needed one full tank of water to 
do a wash and rinse.

The snow foam lance allows you 
to enjoy the novelty of covering your 
entire bike in a sudsy froth, simply 
attach the bottle to the lance, spray 
and leave for five minutes to work, 
give it a rub over with a sponge and 
rinse off again with the regular lance.  

Tested by Robin 
Kirkley 
for three 
months
The Merlin 

Curborough heated gloves 
are as toasty as they come 
when the temperature drops 
way down low. They keep my 
pinkies warm for around 3.5 hours on 
the highest setting and five hours on 
the lowest. On long rides I alternate 
the settings so the batteries last the 
journey, since they do take 4.5 hours 
to charge fully. 

They’re fully waterproof, 
and are protected on the 

knuckles and palms with  
D30 technology. This winter has 

been cold and wet, but I’ve been 
riding safely and comfortably 
throughout, making these gloves 
well worth the money. 

Tested by Carl 
Stevens for seven 
months
A few issues ago,  
I reviewed the Knox 

Shield tracksuit bottoms – a set of 
CE-approved trousers that have the 
fit and feel of joggers, but with  
CE approval and a rating of AAA, 
which is the highest on offer. They 
are incredible in fit, feel and quality, 
even though the price is on the higher 
side of things – and the hoodie to 
complete the set follows that trend. 

Made from a mix of materials that  
I can barely pronounce and 
fitted with supple, yet solid 
Micro-Lock Compact 
armour in the shoulders, 
elbow and the back, the 
Shield Zip hoodie feels 
resilient and built with 
quality and safety in mind. Yet 
even so, the best thing about this 
new hoodie from Knox is just how 
comfortable it feels, and snugly it 
fits. The sizes are true to life and 
even when it’s brand new, there’s no 
wearing in period needed in order to 
get a good range of movement 
around the arms and shoulders. 

The fit is on the skinnier side of 
things (so bear that in mind if you 
wear additional armour or an airbag 
underneath) but it’s not restrictive or 
too tight, and it makes for a jumper 
that is nice to wear on anything with 
a little wind protection, as it almost 
sits like an armoured shirt, rather 
than a big, bulky jacket. 

The hood is the perfect size and 
shape as to not catch too much wind 
at higher speeds, and the pockets are 
deep enough to stash all of your 
essentials securely, with some nice, 
quality ZKK zips throughout too. 

There’s also a handy internal 
pocket for your phone and 

earplugs, and get this… a 
visor wipe too. The hoodie 
is light and offers a good 
amount of airflow for those 

warmer, sunny days – 
although with that in mind, it 

does let the chill in on colder days, 
and you don’t want to be caught 
wearing it in wet conditions either. 
But that’s not what it’s made for, and 
the Shield is now my go to piece of kit 
for those shorter rides or for just 
heading out for a few hours in the 
sunshine, especially as it washes 
well too, with no sag from the elastic 
on the cuffs or the bottom. Oh, and it 
does look the part as well – if you’re 
happy going to down a slightly pricier 
route (which it is) the Shield Zip 
Hoodie from Knox is individual, and 
worth the cash.

Tested by  
Dan Sutherland  
for 3000 miles
These have been 
brilliant at keeping my 

hands dry this winter. I’ve ridden in 
some absolutely sodden conditions 
since the clocks went back, but the 
Oxford Montreal 4.0s have seen off 
the worst of it – only ever letting in 
trickles of water as the result of a 
sportsbike riding position in a heavy 
downpour, which often encourages 
water to run down your sleeves, into 
your gloves on the clip-on bars. 

They are CE certified with a 1-KP 
rating (the lower of the two ratings), 
there’s a hard TPU knuckle 
protectors, and the left index finger 
has a visor wipe to keep your vision 
clear during wet rides. 

They’re fairly warm too and work 
perfectly well without heated grips 
to around seven or eight degrees, or 
cooler on slower urban trips. Riding 
at high speeds for prolonged periods 
during anything colder would call for 
some additional layering, or a heated 
element on the bars. 

Although it would be nice to have 
some hard protectors in the palm 
area, the gloves are tricky to fault at 
£59.99 and well worth a punt if 
you’re on a budget. 

Plenty of adjustment on the wrist 
strap and an elasticated cuff allows 
for the right level of comfort, and 
there’s just about enough of a gap in 
the end to feed the glove over a thin 
textile jacket sleeve. 

After 3000 miles the Montreals 
still look basically brand new, with 
only a few frayed stitches on the 
palm. I hope to use them for  
many rides to come.

removable and washable lining is 
super comfy. Six excellent intake 
vents promote great airflow. There 
are no pressure points, and while 
1675g isn’t exactly light, it’s 
comparable to other, similarly-
specced helmets on the market.

You get a clear visor as standard, 
plus a drop-down sun visor (each 
design comes with an iridium visor in 
the box). The visor has a generous 
aperture providing a wide field of 
vision, comes with a mist-free pinlock, 
and a ratchet opening so it can easily 
stay open for extra airflow on the 
move. The drop-down sun visor gives 
full coverage with no disruption to 
your eyeline or distraction in your 
peripheral vision, although as with all 
drop visors it is prone to misting. 

I don’t love the visor change – it’s a 
little on the fiddly side, but it does pull 
the visor nice and tight to the shell.

Riding with earplugs the Nexx is 
comfortably quiet, but I prefer it with 
the optional chin curtain (included) 
fitted. Buffeting is minimal, helped by 
the EPS liner’s new rubber trim to 
dampen vibrations at speed. 

If you are riding with all the vents 
open in hot weather you’ll notice the 
increase in decibels, but not 
uncomfortably so. Often with 
helmets designed to take an intercom 
the lack of padding around the ears 
(where the speakers would be) can 
lead to increased noise, but it’s not 
especially noticeable here.

Everything about the Nexx feels 
quality. There’s nothing loose or 
flappy. The lining is secure and vents 
operate well. That said, the chin vent 
switch acts as a ‘winter dust cover’ 
and it’s fallen out twice – once on the 
move when, luckily, I caught it. The 
chin strap is also long, which can Quick-release for emergency services

+

PROS & CONS

Comfortable, great airflow, 
large aperture, sun visor 

Fiddly strap, mouth vent 
cover pops off easily–

Chin strap seems excessively long

Quality  Value  
www.nexx-helmet.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.muc-off.com

Quality  Value  
merlinbikegear.shop

Quality  Value  
www.planet-knox.com

‘Easy cleaning 
anywhere’

‘Makes winter 
riding fun’ 

‘Individual 
and worth  
the cash’

‘A best friend 
throughout 
the winter’

Quality  Value  
www.oxfordproducts.com
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RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 
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sometimes make threading it through 
the double D-rings tricky.

Loaded with useful features and a 
great experience when riding, the 
Nexx is competitively-priced. The 
bold styling and aggressive 
appearance might not be to 
everyone’s taste, but this form has 
function and barring a couple of very 
minor niggles over the chin vent and 
strap length the whole unit functions 
exactly as it should.

Seven 
months 

ON TEST

1500 
miles 
ON TEST


