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RATED

 Good comfort 
and ventilation 
while riding 
off-road

 Visor system is 

a big improvement

 Good venting is 
helped by larger 

front vent

LATEST KIT RATED

‘In the top tier of 
adventure helmets’
Arai Tour-X5 From £599

www.araihelmet.eu

THE CLAIM
“Completely redesigned with a new, 
tool‑free VAS-A visor system also 
designed for better glancing‑off 
performance, 5mm wider chin bar for 
easy on‑off, improved access for 
communication devices and genuine 
adventure, on-road and off-road 
performance. Conforms to ECE 22.06.”

THE REALITY
There’s a lot that’s new with the Tour‑X5 
– a more rounded shape to help improve 
performance in glancing impacts, a more 
rounded chin bar, a bigger visor 
aperture and new design to allow less 

traumatic putting on and taking off. Also 
a new visor system and revised venting.

Still designed for mainly on-road use 
with a smattering of off-road, we tried 
the helmet during a day’s dual-sport 
riding in Spain and were impressed 
with its comfort, ventilation and quality 
– though they were impressive with 
the Tour-X4, too.

There are tangible improvements, 
most noticeable of which is the visor 
system. With the X4, you needed a coin 
to undo the side panels and peak to pop 
the visor, but the X5’s side panels 
remove with a button and use the 
now-traditional standard Arai visor 
mounting system. This also makes it 
much easier if you want to use it as a 
non-adventure helmet without a peak.

The venting is also good, though not 
a clear-cut improvement over the old 
helmet. The front vent is much bigger, 
but you lose the visor vents of the old 
helmet and lose the side chin vents 
(which I didn’t really rate anyway). There 
are now two tandem vents on the top of 
the helmet rather than a pair of vents 
sitting laterally. The result is good 
– venting is very respectable off-road.

On-road, the helmet performs well. 
The bigger aperture is a noticeable 
improvement and the helmet is still 
stable at speed, very quiet, and the lining 
is as plush as ever. This may be a case 
of evolution rather than revolution, but 
the Tour-X5 feels like it is right in the top 
tier of the premium adventure‑helmet 
class. MATT WILDEE

UNDER £100

Laser pen light £47.74
www.lasertools.co.uk

THE CLAIM “New aluminium pen light 
(part number 8597) integrates a 2W 
COB lamp with a 2W LED torch, and 
is powered by a rechargeable 
750mAh lithium-ion battery.”
THE REALITY This is a properly 
powerful light that would be really 
handy tucked away in a pannier, top 
box or even under a seat – it’s the 
size of two Biros next to each other. 
It’s seriously bright, either as the 
– two setting - LED flood or single 
spot and runs for up to four hours. 
Nearly £50 (RRP) is salty but you can 
get it online for £26. Brilliant.

Harvard brush set £21.22
www.bickers-online.co.uk

THE CLAIM “Five-piece bike cleaning 
kit containing brush for heavy dirt, 
tyre brush, chain brush, microfibre 
glove and microfibre cleaning towel.”
THE REALITY Pretty much 
everything you need to clean your 
bike except the cleaner itself. The 
cleaning mitt is soft for paint and 
panels, the tyre brush will clean 
rubber up, the stiff brush is good 
for wheels and engines, and the 
chain brush works well.

Oxford DigiGauge
£26.99

www.oxfordproducts.com

THE CLAIM “Large 
backlit display for 
easy reading in the 
dark, reads a choice 
of pressure scales: 
psi; bar; kPa and 
kg/cm2. Boasts a rotating 
dual-valve system for Schraeder 
and Presta. Measuring up to 
199.9psi/13.8bar in 0.1psi/bar 
increments. Bleeder valve button for 
pressure adjustment.”
THE REALITY A good pressure gauge 
that has the advantage of working on 
motorcycle and bicycle tyres, it is 
easy to use, fits well and feels like a 
well-developed product. Nice to use.

‘Warm, dry 
and very 
comfortable’
TCX Infinity 3 GTX £329.99

www.nevis.uk.com

THE CLAIM “A popular choice for 
riders looking for a boot suitable 
for long-distance touring as well 
as casual shorter journeys, the 
TCX Infinity 3 GTX boots have an 
adventure-style look.”
THE REALITY These aren’t cheap, 
but they are very good. At first 
sight the wire retention system 
(replacing laces or straps) seems 
odd but in use, it is actually dead 
easy; you just have to remember 
which direction does them up and 
which releases them. They are a 
lovely fit and very comfortable, 
the wires making it easy to get 
a perfect fit.

We found them to be warm and 
superbly dry on a wet and cold 

five-hour ride, followed by a pair 
of three-hour runs.

They feel very reassuring, with 
a CE rating of 2-2-2-2, although 
as they are very tall they may 
interfere with deep knee/shin 
armour if your suit of choice has 
it – make sure before you buy… 
or get shorter knee armour. 
Excellent long-distance boots.

‘Will beat 
any chill’
Rukka Down-X 2.0, £199

www.bikerheadz.co.uk

THE CLAIM “Extremely warm 
mid-layer down jacket with 110g 
down and feather filling. Can be 
used as a standalone jacket, easy 
to store in its own small bag.”
THE REALITY It isn’t cheap, but it 
is an excellent product, working 
well to boost warmth on cold 
days under any textile jacket. 
Very comfortable and breathable, 
it works across a surprising 
range of temperatures and looks 
smart as a ‘normal’ jacket once 
you get to your destination. It’s 
hard to believe that something 
this light could be 
so warm but it 
never gets in 
the way under 
bike kit and is 
easy to pack 
into its own 
stuff-bag.

‘All the 
C-spanners 
you’d want’
Sealey C-Spanner set
£95.94 (RRP)

www.sealey.co.uk

THE CLAIM “Specially designed for use 
with slotted retaining rings. Hardened 
and tempered drop-forged chrome 
vanadium steel with recessed panel 
and satin finish.”
THE REALITY This set covers a huge 
range of fasteners and fittings that need 
a C-spanner – from adjustable spring 
platforms to headrace retainers. Features 
interchangeable heads, with flat teeth and 
two sizes of round pins so you should be 
able to tackle pretty much every fastener. 
Sealey’s trademark quality, comes in a 
storage case and available for £70 online.

EASY CHANGE
VAS-A system is a huge
improvement over the old 
visor system.

ROUNDER SHAPE
This allows a shallower angle
for the visor, eliminating
problems where the Pinlock
interfered with the inside of
the visor on the
 previous model.


