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Tested by Emma Franklin for 2000 
miles/four months
The modern-day 
evolution of the original 
full-face helmet from 
1967, the Bell Race Star 

is a top-spec carbon-fibre lid that’s up 
there with the best and is packed with 
features. First and foremost is Bell’s 
Flex lining, which is a three-layer EPS 
that Bell claim will offer enhanced 
impact absorption at varied speeds, 
including protection from rotational 
forces. The outer-most petal-shaped 
layer also adds a level of adaptive fit, 
meaning Flex-equipped lids stand a 
better chance of suiting more head 
shapes, so say Bell. I have to agree, 
with the Race Star Flex being forget-
you’re-wearing-it comfortable right 
from day one. The next stand-out 

feature is the huge visor aperture. 
Typically American, Bell call it 
‘Panovision’, but it certainly lives up 
to the name. The lid also comes with 
a Transitions self-tinting visor, worth 
£140, as well as a Pinlock (for the clear 
visor) and a proper helmet bag. Other 
cool features include magnetically 
retained cheek pads, so there’s no 
fighting with annoying press studs.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.bellhelmets.co.uk 

FOUR 
MONTHS

Magnetic 
strap retainer 
and a classy 
visor design

‘Beautiful quality  
and smart design…’

Tested by Ben Clarke for two months /  
1000 miles
This carbon fibre lever guard 
from R&G is very lightweight and 
while it feels strong from a frontal 
direction, it has a lot 

of lateral flex. So much so, in 
fact, that you can quite easily 
get it to foul the brake lever. I 
wouldn’t feel confident that it 
would protect the front brake 
if you made firm contact with 
another rider on track. It does mean 
your bike is allowed on trackdays, though,  
and looks cool with the exposed weave.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.rg-racing.com 

1000 
MILES

Bell Race Star DLX Flex £649.99

R&G carbon fibre 
lever guard £149.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Michael Neeves for two years 
These are my favourite boots for almost all 
my riding, including touring. Comfortable, 
warm and robust, you can get them for as 
little as £100 if you shop around. They won’t 
offer the last word in protection in a spill 
compared to full-on touring or racing boots, 
but they’re armoured around the ankle and 
heel, and feature rubber toe sliders. The 
upper is a microfibre synthetic suede that’s 
stood the test of time well, even 
around the left toe after a zillion 
gear changes. The waterproof 
membrane keeps the rain out 
but it’s easy for it to sneak in 
over the top of your jeans. 
Quality  
★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value  
★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpine 
stars.com

Alpinestars Faster-3 
Drystar riding  
shoes £159.99

‘Lightweight  
but too flexible’

BMW GPS 
Navigator 6, 
£747.71
Offers the best dedicated 
system, but my MyRoute 
app option is also good. 
Graham Bell, Essex

Beeline Moto, 
£149
Very minimalist, it takes 
time to get used to – 
especially when two 
junctions are close.  
Ivor McCullagh, Banbury

Garmin Zumo XT, 
£429.99
I upgraded to this satnav 
this year and couldn’t 
recommend it enough! 
Damian McAfee, 
Hillsborough

BMW Motorrad 
Connected app,  
FREE TO USE*
I like it how it handles voice 
instructions in conjunction  
with music. Jan Willem 
Helmers, Netherlands

TomTom Rider 550, £499.99
I did use a Garmin 345 but switched to the TomTom 
when they developed the ability to plan a route on 
your phone and send it to the satnav without 
plugging it in. It does its own updates via Wi-Fi and 
has live traffic as well. Lee Harrison, Manchester

MOTORCYCLE 
SATNAVS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Simon Relph’s son Archie 
for 10 months
Archie (aged eight) wears 
this Wulfsport Vista 
when ridding his Oset 
trials bike. I chose it with 

safety, comfort, and practicality in mind, 
whereas Archie chose it because it was 
red. This is a great helmet for a child 
when they are learning how to put it on 
properly and do it up correctly. The Vista 
has a quick-release strap which Archie 
mastered straight away, but the thing he 
loves most is the drop-down visor which 
is great for dusty or wet conditions. It 
comes with an adjustable peak, also 
great for when the sun is low in the sky. 
It has two closeable vents on the top 
and two open vents with metal mesh 
either side, I can’t vouch on how well 
these work, as it won’t fit on my head, but 
Archie thinks they’re good. The washable 
lining is handy, especially after working 
up a sweat trials riding. A really great lid.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
wulfsportinternational.co.uk

‘A really great lid’

TEN 
MONTHS

Wulfsport Youth Vista 
helmet £56.95

PROS & CONS

Smart , light and 
comfortable+
I wish it would fit me, but 
my head is way too big–

Archie likes the 
colour, his dad 
likes the safety

Tested by Jordan for nine months / 
1500 miles
S&S Cycle have been 
making performance 
parts for American 
twins since the late 

1950s and this mini-teardrop is the 
latest evolution of their classic design. 
Slimmed down for smaller bikes or a 
stealth look, the mini teardrop hides 
a lifetime washable filter as well 
as their ‘stinger’ for smoothing out 
airflow. The oiled, pleated filter offers 
a huge increase in surface area over 

the standard units fitted to Harleys, so 
it can flow more air without reducing 
the quality of the filtration – with our 
bike getting a 10% power boost when 
tested on a dyno. Like all S&S products 
the quality of the kit is superb with 
everything included and no cutting, 
drilling etc required. Also, unlike a lot 
of parts made for American twins, the 
S&S stealth filters are all fully  
EC approved too.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
sscycle.com 

‘Looks and performs great’

NINE 
MONTHS

Tested by Bruce Dunn for five years
The old saying ‘you get what you 
pay for’ rings true for many things, 
and for me gaffer tape is just one 
such thing. There is definitely 
cheaper stuff out there than this 

premium gaffer/cloth/duct tape, but it is often 
irritating to use and sometimes messy when 
removed. This tape is superior because it is of 
course super-strong, the stickiness allows it 
to bond with supreme strength to a variety of 
surfaces. It does this in all conditions, and does 
not fail, for example when exposed to direct 
summer sun. When you remove the tape there is 
a minimal amount if any at all of the adhesive left 
behind. Although it is thicker than other tapes it is 
still easy to tear off. The best value roll for me is 
the 32m roll, it lasts for ages... but don’t leave it 
lying around or else it will disappear...Typical!
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Toolstation.com

‘Superior stuff’
S&S Mini-Teardrop Stealth air-cleaner £350

+

PROS & CONS

Innovative features, 
lightweight, great visor

High price but worth it for 
the quality features–

LOOKING FOR GREAT BIKE KIT DEALS?
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Gorilla Tape £11.67

FIVE 
YEARS


