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Tested by Michael Neeves for 2.5 years/
more than 10,000 miles
This is the second time I’ve 
reviewed these Bull-it riding 
jeans. The first was in 2020 after 
wearing them during a summer 

of road testing. I loved them then and they’ve 
stood the test of time so well over the last 
two years they deserve shouting about again. 
Firstly, they look great – so much so I always 
have a regular trickle of readers asking what 
they are and whether or not they’re ‘normal’ 
jeans. They’ve retained their deep blue colour 
after all this time and countless washes, which 
has gone a long way to making them still look 
like new. There’s a bit of fading here and there, 
especially where my knees rub on fuel tanks 
and from the seats of hundreds of test bikes, 
but they look all the better for the patina. 

Jeans are always a hit and miss fit at the 
best of times, but these are a perfect fit and 
reach the end of my lanky legs (32 Regular 
Long). The denim, belt loops, zip and button are 
still in A1 condition and the seams all intact, 

despite constant use. I’ve worn them on three, 
week-long, big-mile riding holidays, countless 
new bike launches and for general riding. 
They’re the perfect balance between being 
weighty, warm and reassuring on the bike and 
light enough to wear off it. 

They’re lined with a moisture-wicking 
mesh material, but I always wear thermals or 
summer undersuits beneath riding kit anyway, 
for extra warmth in the winter and to prevent 
sticky legs in the heat. Regardless of the 
temperature, they’re always comfortable and 
they’ve proved to be showerproof, too. Pockets 
are nice and deep, so there’s no risk of keys, 
change and phones falling out, either.

After a lifetime of wearing leathers, it can 
sometimes seem strange to wear riding jeans. 
I’ve never crashed in them, but they promise 
to offer top-drawer protection. They’re CE-
approved, with the Covec denim giving them 
top-level AAA CE abrasion resistance, and the 
removable hip and knee armour is CE Level 2 
rated. The knee pads stay in exactly the right 
place for me on the bike – sometimes they 

can ride up onto your thigh if you’ve 
got long legs. Bull-it have now come 
out with the updated Covert Evo with a 
few improvements, including new knee 
armour pockets to keep the padding 
more secure and denim that loses its 
stretch less over time. I’ve also tried 
these and they’re equally excellent, but 
the differences are subtle. 

Nearly £200 for a pair of riding jeans 
isn’t exactly loose change but judging by 
how mine have fared over the past few 
years, they’ll last a lifetime.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.bull-it.com

‘They deserve shouting about’
Bull-it Covert Jeans £179.99

Tested by Gareth Evans for four 
months/2000 miles
I wear jeans when I ride on the 
road unless I’m absolutely sure 
I’m getting rained on, so these 
relatively robust items fit the 

bill perfectly. That’s because they’re heavy-
duty enough to wear in lower temperatures 
– down to around 12°C – without feeling cold. 
In fitment terms they’re great too, almost 
exactly mirroring the Levi’s I wear when I’m 
not riding in both length and waist sizing. They 
have AA protection rating, so while not the 
outright best in terms of abrasion and tear 
resistance compared with AAA items, they 
do have Level 2 CE armour at the knees and 
hips. The outer shell is denim, while the yarn 
is a blend of Dyneema, Cordura and polyester, 
with a tiny bit of Elastane woven in. They 
won’t stretch around my sporty Blade boots, 
though, which means I have to look a little silly 
if I want to wear those too. But then I wouldn’t 
necessarily expect them to – I have some 
casual riding shoes for when I’m simply out for 
a gentle bimble. The seriously strong zip and 
large button make doing them up a joy.  
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nevis.uk.com

‘Heavy but 
wholesome’

Richa Carter jeans £129.99

Roadskin Taranis Elite 
Riding Jeans £179.99

Tested by Ali Silcox for 3 months/ 
1500 miles
Getting riding jeans to fit has 
always been a nightmare 
because sizing is so out of 
step with non-riding gear. In 

‘normal’ clothes I’m a size 12 with long leg 
length but over the years I’ve ended up with 
jeans ranging from 12 to 18, which does a 
lady’s ego no good! It was like a breath of 
fresh air trying on these super-stretchy 
leggings because the sizing is accurate.

With aramid reinforcements, knee 
protectors and pockets for hip armour, they 
are CE approved but only to the lowest level 
(A) so they’re best used for lower-speed 
urban riding. However, being made from 
stretchy material means they fit perfectly. 
There’s a high waistband, so no awkward 

gap between jacket and jeans, plus no fear 
of a muffin top. You can also purchase a belt 
connector so that you can zip them to your 
riding jacket. Front pockets are large enough 
to stow keys or a phone when you’re off the 
bike. The leggings look stylish and can be 
worn with either short baseball-style riding 
boots or touring boots. They’ve been through 
the wash a few times and they haven’t lost 
shape or colour. 

They don’t claim to be waterproof and I 
can absolutely confirm this is true. When I 
got caught in a shower, they absorbed water 
like a sponge. They come in a full range of 
sizes and three leg lengths, I opted for long 
and, for once, they’re slightly too long. Also 
available in khaki, grey and burgundy. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
www.oxfordproducts.com 

‘No fear of a muffin top’ Tested by Mike Armitage for 12 months / 
3000 miles
Riding jeans seem a cracking 
idea. You get protection while 
you’re on the bike, yet they’re 
more comfortable when you 

reach your destination. I’ve always found them 
a compromise, though. Get a pair that look like 
regular jeans, and you sacrifice safety; but going 
for proper protection means heavyweight linings, 
obvious seams and armour, and beer garden 
discomfort. But these genuinely do it all. They’re 
single-layer denim with a slim straight-leg cut, 
barely weigh more than Levi’s, have plenty of 
stretchiness, and show nothing to suggest they’re 
riding clobber. Thanks to Kevlar in the weave they 
have the highest AAA protection rating, and they 
come with discreet hip and knee armour, which 
can be adjusted. I have my cake, and I can eat it.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
roadskin.co.uk

‘Perfect  
balancing act’

Oxford Super Leggings 2.0 £99.99

Knee armour stays put properly

Armour is 
CE Level 2 
approved

Knox Scarlett Skinny Fit 
jeans MK2 £159.99

Resurgence New Wave 
Pekev Ultra MC Jeans £315

‘Great, but a 
bit sweaty!’ 

‘Comfortable, 
cool and safe’

Tested by Saffron Wilson for nine  
months / 1685 miles 
The Coolmax layer works well 
when you’re on the road, but 
because they’re partially lined 
with a layer of abrasion resistant 

Aramid, I personally found them a little too warm 
on summer days. But when there’s a nip in the 
air, they are a great option. The extra lining also 
helps gain them an AA rating for protection. The 
stretch Cordura denim is lovely to touch and very 
comfortable to wear, but I found them slightly 
baggy on the thighs and at the knee (which 
gives ample room to pop in the included knee 
protectors). I’m not sure whether I should have 
got the size down, but they fit well at the waist. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.planet-knox.com

Tested by Simon Relph for six months /  
2000 miles
These are great jeans and have 
coped well with the recent warm 
weather. They are made from 
single-layer Pekev Ultra fabric 

and have been certified to the tougher CE Level 
1 professional standard (meaning they exceed 
AAA performance). The makers claim they can 
withstand an 11-second slide. Impressive. For a 
bit of impact protection, they come with D30 IP 
Ghost CE Level 1 knee and hip armour which is 
only 5mm thick and very flexible. Comfortable, 
cool and safe. What’s not to like?
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www. resurgencegear.net

Almost three years on they are still looking good

ESSENTIAL KIT

DENIM STYLE
RIDING
JEANS

THE MCN SHOWCASE

Protective yet stylish, there are 
loads to choose from but  

which are best?       

● Fit and 
comfort rated

● Design, construction  
and CE scores rated

● Ridden in for thousands of 
miles, plus worn off the bike 

RATINGS
Exceptional ★★★★★ Very good ★★★★

Good ★★★  Average ★★
Poor ★

+

PROS & CONS

Stood the test of time with 
constant use 

They are pricey, but you get  
what you pay for–

CE Level 2 
armour at the  
hips and knees




