
ESSENTIAL KIT

www.motorcyclenews.com  May 12 2021  |  5150  | May 12 2021  www.motorcyclenews.com

Tested by Michael Neeves, one year
This is at the top of 
the Alpinestars tree 
when it comes to race-
style leather jackets. 
Mimicking a race suit 

with plastic shoulder and elbow 
protection, the quality is top notch and 
there are no signs of wear, despite a 
year of heavy road testing – as you’d 
expect for its premium price tag (that 
said, you can find it for more than £100 
less if you shop around). 

The jacket is compatible with 
Alpinestars’ wired-in airbag, with 
all the extra wiggle room it needs to 
inflate in an emergency, but I wear it 
with the firm’s standalone Tech-Air 5 
airbag vest instead. 

Despite its sturdy elbow and 
shoulder armour and racy speed hump 

it’s well fitted, light and supremely 
comfortable both on and off a bike. 
It’s made from supple 1.3mm cowhide 
with a fabric collar, stetch panels, 
padding, vents, perforations, pre-
curved sleeves, sturdy zips and a 
waterproof inside pocket. I generally 
wear it with riding jeans, but it also zips 
to Alpinestars leather bottoms.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.alpinestars.com

12 
MONTHS

Quality is 
great and 
it is airbag 
compatible 

‘Great protection  
and it’s stylish too’

Tested by Mike Armitage for three  
months and 1000 miles
Being a simple kind of bloke, I can’t 
abide over-the-top race boots with 
multi-adjustable ratchet closures, 
separate inner things and all that 

other guff. I just want to slide my stripy socks in, 
wang up the zip and get on with riding.
Hence my appreciation of Gaerne’s 
pleasing GRW boots. Not only 
devoid of faff, their flexible 
Lorica (synthetic leather) 
construction allows a wide 
opening giving super-easy 
access for my clammy size 
elevens. The zip slides up swiftly 
and there’s ample adjustment with the Velcro 
closing over the top, too. Pivoting external 
armour and rugged construction bring faith about 
protective abilities if it all goes upside down, and 
the ‘Drytech’ membrane keeps rain out.  
I’m not overly convinced about sole longevity and 
the ample shin armour makes it awkward to get 
some jeans over the top. But with comfort, feel 
and ease of use, these have become my go-to all-
round footwear.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.motogear.co.uk

1000 
MILES

Alpinestars Missile Ignition jacket £499.99

Gaerne GRW 
Aquatech £199.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Dan Sutherland for  
1000 miles, one month
With my Aprilia RS660 long-term test bike 
arriving with no swingarm cotton reels, I 
opted for these sub-£20 units from R&G. 
Simply designed, they took no time at all 
time to fit and it means I can now make use 
of a paddock stand for maintenance. 
Being quite small, they don’t stick out and 
spoil the rear styling, however I’m not 
a fan of the printed web address 
around the outer 
circumference. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.rg-racing.
com 

R&G Cotton Reels for 
Aprilia RS660 £18.33

‘Pleasingly  
devoid of faff!’

Knox Orsa £99.98
Plenty of protection and I  
like the Boa device at the 
wrist. I’ll replace them with 
the newer version, with 
touchscreen fingers. Colin 
Hitchcock, Winchester

Spada Sled Do 
£54.99
I think these are a really 
good-looking retro style 
glove with protection and 
ventilation. Tam 
Forrester, Glasgow

Alpinestars Celer 
V2 £104.99
These are nearly as 
protective as a race glove, 
stylish, and very 
comfortable. Robert 
Wortman, Alabama 

Weise Street 
Fight £54.99
I have used these for 
8000 miles. I’ll get them 
out above 13°C and 
they’ve lasted well. 
Darren Phillips, Hants

Dainese Mig C2 £94.95
I’ve had these for about three years and use them 
for everything when the weather is over 16°C. You 
get nice air flow to your fingers, plus the build 
quality is good. Sam Dickinson, Bury St Edmunds

SPORTY GLOVES

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Simon Relph, 1500 
miles/14 months
Great for shorter local runs 
out the Resurgence Gear 
riding shirt is a great way of 
riding with the confidence 

of having protection while still looking 
cool, yet feeling warm. This is thanks 
to the shirt having a thermal lining for 
warmth and the 60% covering of Pekev 
material giving it its abrasion strength. 
Looking like the front just poppers up, 
there is in fact a zip behind to stop it 
opening. Both elbows and shoulders 
come with armour, mine originally came 
with an earlier type, stiffer armour which 
was too firm for comfort, so I swapped 
it for Oxford Dynamic protectors which 
was a big improvement. Resurgence Gear 
have also updated their latest version 
too, with D30’s IP Ghost armour and D30 
Viper back protector now used instead.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www. resurgencegear.net 

‘Casual kit with 
protection’

1500 
MILES

Resurgence Gear 
Riding Shirt £215

Zovii ZCL10-120i Lock £149.99

PROS & CONS

Looks really smart and  
well finished+
Early armour was uncom-
fortable but resolved now–

Did somebody 
call for a 
lumberjack?

Tested by Saffron Wilson for 10,000 
miles, 4 years
I originally bought 
this HJC for my daily 
Midlands to London 
commute down the M1, 

as my previous helmet left me with a 
headache and rain would bypass the 
visor seal. The HJC delivered a drastic 
improvement in terms of wind noise, 
but you still need to wear earplugs, 
especially on longer journeys. Comfort 
is excellent, the built-in sun visor works 
well and the slider is easy to find even 

with chunky winter gloves on and the 
venting is generally very good. Helmet 
design is all a matter of personal taste, 
but the IS-17 came in a wide range 
of colours and patterns when new, 
meaning most tastes were accounted 
for, including plain colour options. Now 
discontinued in HJC’s range, choices 
are limited to available dealer stock – 
but there are also now good deals out 
from many retailers.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★   
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

‘Affordable and effective’

4 
YEARS

Tested by Richard Newland, three months
The range of locks on the market 
is pretty bewildering and in the 
battle to stand out, some are trying 
to play smart. This 
Zovii is one of them, 

combining physical security from 
its 120cm chain (with 10mm 
links and a 20.5mm shackle 
pin) with a 120dB alarm and 
WiFi connectivity. Yes, WiFi. The 
lock communicates with your home 
network, which then pushes info to an App on 
your phone. From there you can see if the lock 
is secured, check the battery, when you last 
unlocked it and if the alarm has gone off. Its size 
and relatively low 3.2kg mass mean it’s pretty 
portable (and you even get a carry bag). A great 
deterrent, communicator and first line of defence.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.image4security.com

‘Smart little lock’

3 
MONTHS

HJC IS-17 £169.99

+

PROS & CONS

Comfy, well-made, not 
showing any sign of wear

Expensive and it is on  
the heavy side too–




