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Tested by Dan Sutherland, 1300 
miles, three months
So far I’ve done around 
1100 miles on the road 
in these RSTs, plus two 
days on track and I’ve 

been impressed. There’s CE Level 2 
carbon knuckles, fused outer fingers 
to help prevent injury in a slide, Kevlar 
lining throughout and they are warm 
enough on rides above 10°C which 
makes them perfect for those first 
early morning trackday sessions. 
They’re all-day comfortable despite 
their sporting nature and the double 
fastening system and long cuff allows 
you to secure them comfortably and 
tightly over leathers. I’ve also managed 
to squeeze them inside the sleeves of 
my textile jacket. 

Overall, I’m more than happy, that 

said, the stitching around the palm 
could be neater, with plenty of untidy 
loose threads protruding out and 
spoiling the overall appearance. What’s 
more, when your hands sweat, the 
inside of the glove can leave your mitts 
covered in a black residue – a bit like 
when you wear a new pair of jeans. It’s 
easy to wash off but isn’t ideal. 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.rst-moto.com

THREE 
MONTHS

Nice gloves 
but let down 
by the odd 
detail

‘Comfortable, warm, 
but stain your hands’

Tested by Gareth Evans for 1000 miles
The minute I unpacked these jeans 
they felt well made. The stretchy 
fabric is heavy and beautifully 
stitched, while the YKK zip offers 
reassuringly solid security. 

They have CE 1621 protection for your hip and 
knee, and the denim has a reduced thermal 
conductivity to reduce friction 
burns. Thankfully I didn’t manage 
to test that, but I found that 
these jean’s sheer weight does 
make your legs rather warm 
on a summer’s day. On a few 
occasions I’ve worn thermals 
and sweatily regretted it within a 
few hours; in traffic on a hot bike it can get pretty 
toasty. However, the trade-off is their durability 
(they remain as-new at time of writing) and they’ll 
handle a reasonable squall without letting the 
rain in. My only other comment was in sizing: I 
found these jeans almost too long at 34 regular, 
and I’m six feet tall. Make sure you try before you 
spend all that money. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.bull-it.com 

1000 
MILES

RST Tractech Evo 4 gloves £89.99

Bull-it Covert Evo Black 
Straight Jeans £179.99

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Tested by Simon Relph  
for eight months
This works on most metals, but 
where it really shines (yep, I know) 
is on quality chrome. It’s fairly 
effortless; literally wipe the polish 
over the area, rubbing it in as you 
go, then go back over it with a 
clean cloth leaving a bright shiny 
surface. Just as an experiment I 
tried it on some old rust-tarnished 
chrome, but due to the fact this is 
such a fine polish it was unable to 
cut through compared to a grittier 
paste type product.
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
www.muc-off.com

Muc-Off Metal  
Polish 100ml £10.00

‘Tough, but too 
toasty at times’

Richa Ladies 
Infinity Pro 2 
£329.99
Very comfy, with D3O 
armour on the elbows, 
shoulders and back. Helen 
Smith, Pease Pottage

DXR Roadtrip CE 
£133.99
It’s comfortable as 
anything and has kept me 
dry but you’ll be sweating 
at a standstill on hot days. 
Ralph Davey, Brighton

Alpinestars 
Andes V2 £199.99
It never let in a drop of 
rain, while remaining 
comfortable, warm(ish) 
and practical. 
Karl Mariner, Devon

Dainese Carve 
Master 2 £529.95
It features Gore-Tex and 
I’ve spent four hours in it 
in heavy rain and it didn’t 
leak a bit. Blazej 
Jedryka, Huddersfield

Oxford Mondial Advanced £249.99
I bought it for my 54-mile-a-day commute and it’s 
been perfect so far in all weathers. It was on offer 
for £189 and I’ve no idea how they make such a 
good jacket for that price. Mike Bell, Frome

TEXTILE JACKETS

Got a product you want to shout about? Let us 
know via the #ride5000miles Facebook group

Tested by Ben Clarke for one 
month / 200 miles 
I recently took 
delivery of a Kawasaki 
ZX-10R long-term 
test bike and this 

one-piece leather suit from Macna 
seemed like the perfect kit to go 

with it. I’m still breaking it in 
and so it’s pretty stiff but I 
can still move around pretty 
well because of the stretchy 
fabric used in places unlikely 

to hit tarmac in a slide. You get 
replaceable knee and elbow sliders 
– although I can’t see myself getting 
through any of the latter – and CE 
Level 2 armour at the knees, elbows 
and shoulders. I also have the 
optional CE armour at the hips. The 
suit is very comfortable and using 
the Macna size guide I managed 
to get a fit that could scarcely be 
better. The whole thing comes in 
a storage bag which is handy if 
you only get your leathers out for 
trackdays. I look forward to giving 
them a go on track next month. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  
Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.macna.com 

‘Good quality 
at a fair price’

200 
MILES

Macna Voltage 
one-piece leathers 
£799.99

Sena SRL2 £259

First impressions 
are good and the 
fit is excellent

Tested by Richard Newland for two 
months / 600 miles
If you’ve ever had a 
close call with a bungee 
strap due to their eye-
threatening, paint-

damaging metal hooks, you’ll be keen 
to use luggage straps that don’t pose 
the same risk. These Australian-made 
2in broad elastic straps will hug your 
luggage with a death-grip, but don’t 
roll up, slide off, or cut in like bungees 
can. They loop onto themselves with a 
long, double Velcro fastening, and will 

work to secure kit either direct to your 
bike, a rack, or even to other luggage or 
panniers. They don’t have the versatile 
range of adjustment of RokStraps, but 
they do offer a broader contact patch 
and so long as what you’re strapping is 
within their operating range (multiple 
lengths are available) they’re superb. 
Nice big grab tabs also make it easy to 
stretch them into place. Super-secure, 
easy to use and rugged as hell. Got 
luggage to carry? No worries, mate. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.nippynormans.com

‘Fair dinkum, they’re rugged’

TWO 
MONTHS

Tested by Saffron Wilson for six  
months / 1800 miles
The SRL2 has turned tedious 
journeys into entertaining rides – 
even on the motorway. 
Designed with Shoei, 

the SRL2 only fits certain helmets 
namely the GT-Air II, Neotec II and 
J-Cruise II. But with these combos 
you don’t get a cumbersome device 
mounted to the bottom of the helmet. 
With a more streamlined design, it required a little 
more practice to find the right button with winter 
gloves, but it soon became second nature and 
I was impressed with the battery life too (Sena 
say it’ll last up to 10 hours). The advanced noise 
control does make a notable difference to wind 
noise. The voice command works but you have to 
speak slowly and carefully. 
Quality ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Value ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
www.sena.com

‘Perfect on big trips’

1800 
MILES

AndyStrapz Piggyback straps from £20

+

PROS & CONS

Comfy, protective and 
fairly warm

Loose threads and hands 
get stained black–


