
50 | September 4 2024  www.motorcyclenews.com www.motorcyclenews.com  September 4 2024  |  51

ESSENTIAL KIT

2100
miles
ON TEST

500 
miles
ON TEST

900
miles
ON TEST

A gorgeous lid, but 
does the benefit of its 
tech justify the price?

Light, well built 
and impressive

A dry Michael is 
a happy Michael

Goggles aren’t 
included. Boo...

‘Prestigious – but pricey’
Shark Aeron GP £949.99

Alpinestars Hurricane 
Rain Jacket £89.99

Bell Moto 3 £299.99

Rukka Outlast Ladies 
Long Johns £70

Alpinestars AMP-7 
Backpack £144.99

Zarco paintscheme is super intricate and eyecatching

Tested by Emma Franklin for 
3 months
The first helmet in the world to 
feature active aero, Shark’s ECE 
22.06-rated Aeron GP sits at 

the very top of their range alongside the Race 
R Pro, and has been designed with the high 
speeds of MotoGP in mind. 

Almost identical to the Race R Pro in shape 
and carbon-aramid shell construction, the 
Aeron GP differs in the fact that its rear spoiler 
features two articulated flaps on either side 
which are actuated by air pressure as the bike 
gains speed. Called A²S Adaptive Aero 
System, it’s patented by Shark who claim it 
allows the spoiler to adapt to a rider’s shape 
when in a racing tuck and also synchronise 
with the hump in their suit to smooth air flow 
at high speed, reducing turbulence and drag. 

Shark also say the system helps mitigate 
‘flag effect’, which is when the wind pulls the 
helmet when you turn your head.

Tested by Ben Clarke for 
two months
This latest version of Bell’s 
classic Moto 3 helmet meets 
the ECE 22.06 safety 

regulations for helmets, despite its old-
fashioned styling and simple, lightweight 
design/construction. 

I’m testing it in one of the more expensive 
colour options (Roland Sands Saddleback) 
which looks flippin’ brilliant but there are 
cheaper alternatives from £249.99.

I’ve used a few different retro lids now and 
something that really struck me about the 
Moto 3 is how well put together it feels. It 
weighs in at just 1417g (that’s a size Large, 
with the peak attached) and yet it feels so 
solid and high-quality to boot. 

Despite having no visor and requiring 
goggles (an extra cost you’ll want to factor in 
should you wish to buy one), it’s even 
reasonably quiet on the road and because of 
the high chin guard design, you don’t get off at 
the other end of a long ride with a face like an 
arctic explorer, either. 

Overall the Bell has – so far – been very 
impressive. I’m hoping that continues.

Tested by Saffron Wilson for 
two years
If you’re looking for an all-round 
base layer, you can’t ask for 
much more than these Rukka 

ladies’ long johns. They keep you a touch 
toastier on those cold rides but, if it’s warm, 
they keep you cool too. I’ve tried them a couple 
of times in the warm, yet despite adding an 
extra layer they didn’t make me overly hot.

In the cold I wouldn’t go out without them. 
Made for women (there are blokes’ versions 
available) they are form-fitting and easy to slip 
bike kit over the top of. Even after two years’ 
use with plenty of washing, they’re still in one 
piece, the waistband is still 
stretchy and except for a 
few bobbles on the fabric, 
they’re still in fine fettle.

Tested by Michael Neeves 
for 13 months
This is one of the most useful, 
well-thought-out rucksacks I’ve 
ever owned. 

I’ve used it on three big European riding 
holidays, countless road tests, in all weathers 
and it’s travelled the world on launches. It’s 
still in great nick, despite the heavy use. The 
slim, lightweight, padded polyamide/Polyester 
outer shell is durable, as are all its various 
zips, buckles and straps. The only thing broken 
after a year’s use is a tiny, inconsequential 
plastic loop fitted to one of zip tabs.

It's secure and comfortable to wear, on and 
off the bike, thanks to its padded and vented 
shoulder straps, which have reflective strips. 
It has a buckled waist strap and a magnetic 
chest strap that moves up and down on a rail, 
so you can get it in the perfect position. All 
straps are adjustable. 

Its 22-litre capacity is spread between a 
large main compartment, big enough for 
everything I need on a trip and 
padded laptop section. The 
front unzips all the way, 
letting you pack the main 
compartment like a 
suitcase, rather than having 
just an opening at the top. It 
makes packing easy. There’s a 
zippable, mesh-fronted internal 
compartment to keep nick-nacks safely in one 
place and a zipped front pocket for smaller 
items. Four extra straps are used to secure 
the front compartment, which I can also use to 
hook waterproofs and jackets on. It even has 
three carrying handles. 

The bag itself isn’t waterproof but comes 
with an elasticated lumo yellow waterproof 
cover that’s placed over the top and secured 
by four toggles. It keeps everything dry, even 
in a heavy storm. The cover is neatly stored 
away in a zipped pocket at the bottom of the 
bag… for when it eventually stops raining. 

Even handier is a removable, zippable 
padded fabric inner bag that looks something 
like a big pencil case. I keep all my cables, 
cameras and more nick-nacks in there. It has 
a mesh front pocket which I use for earplugs 
and it can be secured in any position inside the 
main compartment on a Velcro rail.

Tested by Michael Guy for 
12 months
Over the years I’ve gone full 
circle with my choice of riding 
kit for wet weather. From 

one-piece leathers and an all-in-one oversuit 
in my sportsbike era, through to fully 
waterproof Gore-Tex adventure suits – and 
now I’m back to layering-up using a super-
lightweight waterproof over jacket. 

For me, the advantages are clear as they 
give you something genuinely waterproof 
which then dries quickly rather than getting 
your actual jacket soaking wet. On the 
downside they are not the most attractive 
looking items of clothing and can be 
annoying to get on and off. 

However, this offering from Alpinestars 
has a really effective lining which doesn’t 
stick to textile or leather and makes it 
really easy to get on and off. It has a high 
neck with Velcro adjustment, Velcro 
adjustments on the arms and waist along 
with elasticated cuffs. 

It’s also proven, thus far, to be totally 
waterproof and offers another level of wind 
protection on cold days. At less than £90 it’s 
also considerably cheaper than a full-on 
textile jacket, and I can fold it up and stick it in 
a rucksack when I don’t need it.

The majority of the 2100 miles wearing the 
Aeron have been racked up riding my Ducati 
Monster SP on the road – arguably not the kind 
of bike that this lid was designed for. However I 
have also done short stints riding a Kawasaki 
Ninja 650. I haven’t found any discernible 
benefit from the active aero other than it not 
catching sidewinds during lifesavers quite as 
much as my Race R Pro GP FIM. 

I’ve worn the Aeron all day numerous times 
with no issues, although I wouldn’t call its 
comfort supreme. As expected from a race lid, 
there’s a firmness to the fit and the padding, 
which is reassuring but also quite harsh.

When it comes to styling and quality I can 
categorically say I’ve never worn a lid that’s so 
beautiful and which has generated so much 
attention. It’s a truly standout helmet, and the 
attention to detail gives it a prestigious feel.

And it should feel prestigious. At £949.99 
it’s a lot of money, even considering its 
top-notch quality, reassuring protection, 

groundbreaking aero, and also the fact that 
you get added goodies like a factory helmet 
bag, plus a dark visor and tear-offs, too. 

But when you consider that you can buy a 
Shark Race R Pro (essentially the same lid, 
with all the same goodies and identical 
five-year warranty, but without the active 
aero) for £749, I’d say you’d have to be pretty 
serious about racing, or just really enjoy 
having the latest, greatest thing, to justify 
spending the extra.

Active aero flaps activate at high speed

+

PROS & CONS

Feels reassuringly protective 
Extremely lightweight 

Chin strap awkward to retain  
Can lift when used on nakeds –

Anodised 
double D-rings 
are a quality 
touch

Quality  Value  
www.sharkhelmets.com

Quality  Value  
www.bellhelmets.co.uk

Quality  
Value  
bikerheadz.co.uk

Quality  Value  
www.alpinestars.com

Classic style, 
modern safety

‘An essential 
all‑season layer’

‘Best rucksack 
I’ve owned’

Storm in a 
hurricane

Quality  Value  
alpinestars.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

RATINGS Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

10k
miles
ON TEST

5000
miles
ON TEST


