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ESSENTIAL KIT

11 
months

ON TEST

7500 
miles
ON TEST

500
miles
ON TEST

3 
months

ON TEST

Different length 
trousers are a 
definite plus

Sensors check 
you are warm

Ripping yarns 
from the world 
of bike travel 

Heavy rain? 
Bring it on

It’ll give 
four hours 
of warmth

‘Great fit from the start’
Halvarssons Gruven jacket £599.99 & Gnon trousers £429.99

The Moment Collectors – Asia £14.79

Alpinestars HT Heated 
Vest £329.99

Spada Aqua Shield 
£59.99/£39.99

Nishua NRX-3 Carbon 
£222.63

Waist adjusters give a tailored fit

Tested by Alison Silcox  
for 11 months
This laminated suit felt 
comfortable from the word go –
it fits well, the sleeves are long, 

cuffs are adjustable, plus there’s an inner cuff, 
that ensures a snug fit inside my gloves. 
Well-placed vents on both the jacket and the 
trousers have proved useful, too. Sizing is 
good, it’s tailored for the female form, with 
adjustments at the waist of the jacket, plus 
the trousers accommodate middle-aged 
spread around the hip area, and also come in 
regular, short and long leg lengths.

The kit’s not oversized, and because of the 
clever Outlast technology, which regulates 
heat without bulk, I don’t feel like a Teletubby 
when I am off the bike.

Large patch pockets on the jacket stow keys 
and my phone with ease. They have a large 
flap closure and are fully waterproof. A long 
connecting zip is easy to locate and keeps out 

Tested by Michael Neeves 
for two years
This heated vest may not be the 
cheapest out there, but it’s light, 
comfortable and does a superb 

job of keeping me warm even in the 
depths of winter. It can either 

plug into a bike’s electrics, or 
you use the supplied 12v 

lithium battery, as I do 
when I’m road-testing 
different machines. It 
lasts three to four 
hours on a low setting 
and the vest is so 
efficient that the low 
and medium settings 

are all I ever need. Heat 
panels in the chest, lower 

back and back of the neck 
are regulated using sensors 

to check body temperature and 
you can scroll between the three 

heat levels via an illuminated button on the 
vest, or via Bluetooth with the Astars app. 

Tested by Ben Clarke  
for six months
This two-piece has kept me dry 
(and warm) through many a 
downpour when optimism has 

tempted me into wearing a jacket and jeans 
‘one last time’ (until the next time). The 
garments themselves are at the luxurious end 
of the market and nothing like some of the 
cheap, plasticky ‘boil-in-the-bag’ stuff. The 
outer shell is a breathable fabric that’s so soft 
to the touch it doesn’t feel as though it should 
be waterproof. Everything is lined and sturdily 
built and it offers an added layer 
of thermal protection. The 
only downside is that it’s 
quite bulky and heavy.

Tested by Dan Sutherland 
for three months
I’ve tested a lot of sports-
focused helmets in my time, 
from £60 specials to topflight 

FIM-spec designs. It’s my favourite type of 
helmet, so I was really keen to live with 
Nishua’s latest carbon-fibre option that  
comes in at under £230.

At first glance, it’s a strong contender for 
bargain of the year. It weighs around 1350g 
and feels light on your head, 
there’s an exposed carbon 
weave finish with gloss 
external coating, you get a 
double-D ring fastener and 
the rear spoiler feels 
reminiscent of more 
premium racing lids.

I tested the NRX-3 across the 
summer months of 2024 and enjoyed its 
impressive field of vision and sound deadening 
qualities. I wore it for a number of weekend 
rides, and a couple of my 100-mile round trips 
to the office and back.

The chunky chin and forehead vents are 
easily accessed on the move, with the chin 
curtain doing its bit to keep the wind away 
from my face. The Pinlock insert does a 
blinding job of preventing misting, too. 

From a safety standpoint, it meets the 
latest ECE22.06 standards. 

Unfortunately for the Nishua, for all of its 
good points, all of my testing had to be done 
on the road only, as the helmet does not meet 
ACU Gold standard, meaning it cannot be used 
on a UK trackday. 

This is an odd decision, given the nature  
of the helmet, and also limits its appeal – 
especially when some cheaper options  
meet the requirement. 

Another oddity is the lack of internal sun 
visor, which would be a welcome benefit to 
riders using the NRX-3 solely on the road – 
especially when you don’t get a swappable 
tinted visor in the box, either.  

The biggest issue I have with the Nishua 
though is its long-distance comfort. I can only 
really wear it for around an hour at a time 
before I’m desperate to take it off – with the lid 
squashing the upper edges of my head, and 
the tips of my ears against the inner lining. 

Perhaps you might have a different 
experience with a different head shape, but I 
personally feel there are better options on the 
market to service this requirement. 

Read by Justin Hayzelden 
Inspiration comes in many 
forms, not least in print, and this 
book of short stories from the 
world of motorcycle travel is 

absolutely loaded with the stuff. 
Every chapter left me utterly entranced, 

and on numerous occasions I was left 
wondering whether I should pack it all in and 
head off into the sunset on an adventure of my 
own. The essence of The Moment Collectors –
Asia is to capture a snapshot of life on the road 
from 20 different travellers as they experience 
the highs and lows of exploring one of the 

most geographically fascinating and culturally 
rich areas of the globe. Lovingly curated by 
adventure pioneer Sam Manicom, it tells not 
just the tales, but gives an insight into the 
people behind the pen and the bikes they ride. 
It’s the perfect antidote to a dark, grey winter, 
and a wonderful book for dipping into as 
needed. I carried my copy around for a couple 
of months, immersing myself into each story 
as and when I had the time to really drink it all 
in. But be warned – there’s a danger it could 
change your life!

draughts. There’s a removable thermal inner 
jacket that looks like it’s lined with tin foil, 
which can be removed on warmer days and 
adds warm without bulk on colder days. 

One criticism, which is partially operator 
error, caused damp underlayers on a very wet 
trip to Cornwall. The Gruven comes with a 
detachable collar, which attaches over the top 
of the jacket, to seal the neck and stop water 
seeping in. I didn’t fit this and my neck tube 
absorbed water, which meant all my layers, 
down to under garments were soaked.  

Certified to CE class AA the jackets and 
trousers also have Level 2 flexible armour at 
the key areas of knees, hips, shoulders and 
elbows. Disappointingly, the back protector  
is separate. There are a couple of options 
available from Halvarssons, priced at  
£39.99 and £59.99. There is space to fit a 
chest protector and the jacket also comes 
‘air-bag ready’ but I’ve put neither of these 
options to the test. 

At just over a grand for the suit it’s not 
cheap but the quality is good and after a few 
thousand miles there’s little sign of wear and 
tear. I do think that for the price the back 
protector should be included as standard, but 
this is a minor niggle. 

This is a decent set of kit and if you can 
overcome the faffy neck issue, I’m sure it 
would be a 5/5 but for me, it’s just that little bit 
over-complicated and uncomfortable  
at the neck area. 

Venting is plentiful and well placed

+

PROS & CONS

Fits perfectly, top quality and 
shows no sign of wear

Neck is over complicated, zip 
could do with being chunkier –

Inner cuff 
helps to avoid 
damp arms 
and the cuff  
is a decent 
length, too

Quality  Value  
halvarssonsmc.com

Quality  Value  
www.alpinestars.com

Quality  
Value  
spadaclothing.com

Quality  Value  
www.louis-moto.co.uk

‘It’s pricey –  
but effective’

‘Serious weather 
protection’

‘Well specced, but 
uncomfortable’

‘Twenty reasons to quit your job’

Quality  Value  
sam-manicom.com

s s s s s

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 

READ OUR LATEST IN-DEPTH KIT REVIEWS
Go online now: www.motorcyclenews.com/bike-kit


