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ESSENTIAL KIT

1100
miles
ON TEST

10
years
ON TEST

3
months

ON TEST
10,000
miles
ON TEST

It’s not a livery 
for wallflowers

Ten years on 
and looking… 
kinda muddy

The best £12.99 
you’ll ever spend

No more puck 
required

Waxed cotton allows light showers 
to bead off. The jacket looks cool too

Quadlock-lite 
keeps it comfy

‘Race-ready glam rocker’
Shark Aeron £759.99 Spada Acqua 

Shield Waterproof 
Overmitts £12.99

Kriega R15 
backpack£125

Evotech Sidestand Extension £44.99

Oxford Hardy 2.0 
£249.99

Fit is super snug and fog-free

Tested by Justin 
Hayzelden for  
one month
It’s not often that 
something on my desk 

creates as much of a stir as the Shark 
Aeron. Almost everyone at MCN has 
had something to say about it, and 
although the comments haven’t 
always been complimentary (some 
people have no taste!), it’s been a 
talking point, nonetheless.

I’m referring exclusively to the 
imaginatively titled ‘Fawn’ livery,  
a heady mix of neon colours and 
graffiti-style graphics laid over a 
deep, liquid gloss of a carbon fibre 
shell. It's refreshingly different to 
behold, especially with the optional 
pink iridium visor (£113.99), but 
there’s a lot more to this lid than its 
eye-catching looks.

The Aeron is based on Shark’s FIM 

Tested by Michael 
Guy for 10 years
It doesn’t happen 
often, but some things 
in life genuinely exceed 

expectations and my Kriega R15 
does just that. It’s been my 
companion through thick and thin 
and is my go-to rucksack whenever  
I do any sort of off-road or adventure 
riding. Its most valuable quality lies 
in its relative simplicity. It’s a 
rucksack, so it needs to be 
comfortable and to be able to carry 
stuff… full stop. It has one main 
storage compartment accessible via 
a zip, and inside that compartment is 
a pocket for my hydration pack, and a 
large fully waterproof internal zipped 
pocket for valuables. On the outside 
is a large easily accessible pocket 
– and that’s it.

It uses Kriega’s Quadlock-lite 
harness, which clips together across 
the chest, and is designed to transfer 
weight from the shoulders to spread 
out across your chest – and it really 
works. There is also a waist strap 
which ensures it’s completely secure 
even when the going gets rough.

Like most Kriega kit, it comes with 
a ten-year guarantee. Mine is now 
ten years old and has been through a 
lot, yet it remains fully functional and 
every bit as good as the day I got it.

Tested by Richard 
Newland for nine 
months
There’s nothing more 
aggravating than 

stopping somewhere with no 
hard-standing and realising that you 
forgot your sidestand puck – again. 
But you can beat that (literal) sinking 
feeling by simply boosting the size of 
your sidestand’s footprint. The big 
foot that you see here – designed and 

made in the UK by Evotech 
Performance – is fitted to an 
R1300GS. Designed to ensure it 
doesn’t foul any part of the bike when 
raised, but big enough to provide 
security on soft or uneven ground, 
it’s proved invaluable. It’s all-metal 
construction means it copes with a 
lot of abuse, while it only takes about 
30 seconds to fit.

Tested by Ben 
Clarke for 500 miles
The Oxford Hardy 2.0 
is, as the name 
suggests, the second 

version of this waxed textile retro 
jacket from the UK firm. The new 
version gets a bit of a styling upgrade 
but the biggest change is a move 
from A to AA CE certification.

As wax jackets go, the Hardy  
is quite sporty (not something 
you’d normally say about kit 
with diamond stitching) as it 
has a short-and-arms-
forward cut.

It would be ideal for a 
sporty Norton, Triumph or 
BMW roadster but I’ve been 
wearing it on the 2025 Indian 
101 Scout and it’s perfectly 
comfortable on that, too.

The outer fabric is a water-
resistant blend of waxed cotton and 
polyester (50/50) that allows lighter 
showers to bead and roll off. In 
heavier downpours, this layer 
eventually ‘wets out’ but there’s also 
a fixed waterproof liner underneath 
to keep you dry.

The Hardy 2.0 needs a little 
breaking in, which is something I 
normally associate with leather 
garments. It doesn’t take long to get 
started but the first hundred miles or 
so are a little stiff and rigid before 
the fabric starts to relax around you. 

Since that point it has just become 
more and more comfortable and  
I anticipate that in years to come  
the jacket will feel like a comforting 
second skin.

But I find the sleeve design very 
awkward to use with anything 

other than short gloves 
because there is so much 
thick fabric used in the 
webbing. I wear 
comparatively short heated 

gloves (Gerbing Xtreme XR) 
that are wired to the bike (so no 

batteries) and they have no hope of 
fitting inside the sleeves but also 
struggle to fit around the outside of 
the bulky jacket cuffs.

There are plenty of retro style 
jackets that prioritise looking cool  
on a sunny pub ride and not much 
else – and don’t get me wrong, 
there’s a place for this in the market 
too – but the Hardy 2.0 takes things  
a little further.

Is it the right jacket for a winter of 
commuting? No. But I have been able 
to start wearing it far earlier in the 
season than I expected.

Tested by Michael 
Neeves for three 
months
These are my  
second set of Spada 

Overmitts. I’ve been wearing my first 
set since 2020 and they’re still going 
strong, but these new versions have 
been redesigned to make them  
even more useful. 

There’s no such thing as a 
completely waterproof glove and 
even the most expensive ones will 
leak at some point… unless you slip 
these over the top. With their taped 
seams and elasticated cuffs, they 
keep out the rain and wind, leaving 
hands warm and dry, whatever the 
weather. I use them all year over 
heated, winter and summer gloves. 

They fold up into virtually nothing, 
making them easy to carry, and come 
in black or lumo yellow. 

My first Spadas were a true mitten 
design, which could sometimes be 
clumsy using my bike’s controls, but 
these now have two fingers, which 
give more feel for the front brake, 

throttle and clutch. The only 
downside is they won’t clear the rain 
when you wipe your visor, it just 
spreads it around. Best of all is the 
price. Costing just £12.99 they’re  
a genuine game changer.  

homologated Aeron GP, minus the 
adaptive aero wings that heralded its 
release last year. It still has plenty in 
common, such as the lightweight 
construction, Optical Class 1 visor 
with quick-release mechanism and 
generous venting, but at a more 
palatable price.

In my usual size, M, fit is on the 
firmer side of snug, but along with the 
substantial cheek pads, that makes 
for a reassuringly cosseting 
sensation. It hugs my head in such  
a way that I’m barely aware that I’m 
wearing it at all – up to a point. With 
the anti-fog mask fitted, which 
creates a seal right across the bridge 
of your nose, I find that a breather 
from that all-encompassing world 
becomes necessary after a while. It’s 
much like wearing one-piece leathers: 
great for a few hours, but any longer 
and it can start to feel restrictive. 

At speed the Aeron cuts through 
the air with minimal drag, and that’s 
never more noticeable than on a 
naked bike. The spoiler makes it feel 
stable, which combines with the light 
weight and interior comfort for an 
overall sensation of confidence and 
unfettered concentration. It’s 
relatively quiet, but the diffusers in 
the chin bar do cause some wind 
noise. It’s not a turbulent roar, but 
noticeable when moving fast.

The visor system is hands down the 
best I have tested on any helmet. The 
opening is completely stepless, and 
the friction which keeps it in place can 
be fine-tuned to suit your preference. 
It locks on the left-hand side with an 
easy to find catch that holds it firmly 
shut against the seal, preventing any 
invasive drafts or rain. Removal is 
easy, requiring a simultaneous twist 
of a lever at either side to release the Visor is a quick-release masterclass

+

PROS & CONS

Lightweight, excellent visor 
system, top notch vents

A little too focused for  
long distance work–

Air scoops help to keep a cool head 

MCN rating   
nevis.uk.com

MCN rating   
www.kriega.com

MCN rating   
evotech-performance.com

MCN rating   
oxfordproducts.com

‘Best piece  
of kit I own’

‘Beat that sinking feeling’

‘AA-rated 
protection’

‘Banish the 
rain and wind’

MCN rating   
www.spadaclothing.com

s s s s s

RATINGS 
Exceptional  Very good  Good   Average  Poor 
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shield. Installation, as they say, is 
simply the reverse procedure.

At £759.99, the Aeron lines up 
against some stiff competition, but it 
offers similar levels of performance 
and certainly tops the group for the 
visor system. Build quality, backed up 
by a five-year warranty, suggests it’ll 
more than go the distance, and I’d be 
happy to put my own money down on 
the Aeron as a focused sports lid – if 
just to get that paintjob.

3
months

ON TEST


